[image: image1.jpg]


Village of Biscayne Park

MINUTES   
              
REGULAR MEETING

 Ed Burke Recreation Center – 11400 NE 9th Court 

Tuesday, June 5,  2007 - 7:00 pm
Mayor Hornbuckle called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  In addition to Mayor Hornbuckle, present were Commissioners Bob Anderson, Kelly Mallette, Dr. Chester Morris, and Vice Mayor Ted Walker.  Present from Staff were Frank Spence, Village Manager; Carolyn Egan, Acting Village Attorney; Holly Hugdahl, Acting Finance Director; Mitchell Glansberg, Police Chief; Tony Sanchez, Police Captain; Joe Fisher, Public Works Director; Elisa Tankersley, Recreation Director, and Ann Harper, Village Clerk.

Commissioner Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance which was followed by a moment of silence.
1.  PRESENTATIONS - Honorable Ronald A. Brisé, Florida State Representative, District 108

Mayor Hornbuckle introduced Representative Brisé, newly elected to the Florida House of Representatives.  A Miami-Dade resident for twenty-four years, Mr. Brisé is a former teacher and is CEO of a telecommunications company.  The Mayor outlined the committees of which Mr. Brisé is a member and welcomed him to the Village.  Representative Brisé said he was pleased to have the opportunity to give the Commissioners and residents an update on what occurred in Tallahassee during the last legislative session, and he spoke about the insurance and property tax issues.  He encouraged residents call or email him with their concerns.  
2.  ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR WITHDRAWALS TO AGENDA

Village Manager Spence added item 8E, Proposal for Secure Wi-Fi Access, by Protexx, Inc., to the agenda.

3.  CONSENT AGENDA  (Motion to be made for all as one or remove for discussion) 

A.  Approval of Minutes

          1.  Regular Meeting – February 13, 2007

          2.  Special Meetings – September   6, 2006

                          September 12, 2006

                          September 25, 2006

B.  Approval of Monthly Budget to Actual Statement April 2007
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Walker, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

4.  ORDINANCES – FIRST READING  - NONE

5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

     A.  ORDINANCE – SECOND READING 
.                                                          ORDINANCE 2007-9

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AMENDING SECTION 6.6 OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED "WATER EMERGENCY" BY REPEALING EXISTING SECTION 6.6.1 ENTITLED "WATER EMERGENCY RESTRICTIONS" IN ITS ENTIRETY AND CREATING NEW SECTION 6.6.1; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (2nd Reading)
Mr. Spence read the title of the Ordinance.  He stated this allows the Village to opt-out of the County Ordinance, establish our own restrictions and keep the revenue from fines.  The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

No one came forward to speak, and the Public Hearing was closed.

Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Walker, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to approve the Ordinance on second and final reading.  The motion carried by roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES:     Commissioners Anderson, Mallette, and Morris; Vice-Mayor Walker, and Mayor

             Hornbuckle.

NAYS:     None.

6.  RESOLUTIONS 
A. 
                                      RESOLUTION 2007-12

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATE CITY OFFICIALS TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR A GRANT FROM THE SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS BOND PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
Mr. Spence read the title of the Resolution and said this Resolution is to accompany a grant application for a pavilion for the Recreation Department, which will provide shelter for the children.  The Village is also requesting a waiver of the matching funds requirement.
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Walker, seconded by Commissioner Mallette, to approve the Resolution.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
7.  OLD BUSINESS –  None

8.  NEW BUSINESS – TAB #8
    A.  Approval of sanitation rates for FY 2007-2008
Mr. Spence said each year the Commission must approve the estimated cost of providing sanitation service to the Village.  The cost of this service is placed on the November tax bill of residents.  Last year the cost was $512 per dwelling unit.  With the increase in costs, the recommended cost this year is $532, an increase of $20 annually.  Since this service is self-funding, it will not be cut as a result of decreased revenues.

Motion was made by Commissioner Morris, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to approve the $532 rate.

Commissioner Mallette said she is concerned that it is another cost that the Village is passing on to residents.
Mayor Hornbuckle called for a voice vote on the motion, which passed 4/1 with Commissioner Mallette voting no.

    B.  Proposed walking path routing and materials – Mayor Hornbuckle
Mayor Hornbuckle referred to the map in the agenda backup showing the proposed route of a walking path and said the path could be created using mulch. 

Mr. Spence said the route of the path will have to be checked because on the streets without medians the path would have to go along the swale areas with driveways.  If mulch were to be used for the path, it would have to be sterilized mulch.  

Commissioner Morris said he was concerned about the cost of walking paths, and if the paths are constructed, the Village would need to have a “pooper scooper” ordinance in place.  

No action was taken on this item, and Staff was directed to check on the price of installing the paths.
    C.  Hedge height enforcement – Mayor Hornbuckle
Mayor Hornbuckle said there are laws on the books regulating hedge heights, but they have not been enforced.  He is asking for input from the Commissioners on this subject.

Commissioner Morris said he does not oppose any height of hedges so long as they are well maintained.  His concern is with visibility at intersections.

Vice-Mayor Walker said the ordinances should be enforced for hedges at intersections.
Commissioner Mallette said she agrees with Commissioner Morris, and priority should be given to maintaining the hedges.  She would like to know what other cities are doing.

Commissioner Anderson commented on the need for privacy at residences.

No action was taken on this agenda item.

    D.  Consideration of permitting Administrative Variances
Mr. Spence said he would like to determine whether or not the Commission is interested in approving Administrative Variances.  Many cities allow this procedure, which saves time and is also cost saving.  Using this procedure can quickly dispose of routine and legal non-conforming situations which occurred years ago or by a previous owner without disclosing the potential violation to the potential buyer.  Under the current code, owners must apply for a variance which eventually ends up before the Commission.  Under the proposed code, the Village Manger would have administrative authority in certain instances.  He referred to the North Miami code which was in the backup.
After discussion, the Commission by consensus directed the Village Attorney to prepare an ordinance for first reading giving the Manager the authority to approve administrative variances.

The Commission also authorized preparation of an ordinance which would require people who walk their dogs in the Village to clean up after them. 

    E.  Proposal for Secure Wi-Fi Access by Protexx, Inc. 

Mr. Spence said he met yesterday with representatives from Protexx, Inc..  The Mayor of Miami-Dade County wants county-wide access, and Protexx has submitted a proposal to the Village for a pilot program.  He recommended that the Commission approve their proposal subject to review and approval by the Village Attorney.

Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Walker, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to approve the proposal.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

9.  GOOD AND WELFARE (PUBLIC)
Robert Brumm said he was against an increase in waste fees.

Mike Kopcsik said the Village did not need the expense of a walking path.

Rose De Merle made comments on various issues.

Amy Refeca said she was concerned about the increase in crime in the Village.

Steve Bernard spoke about the need for future budget restrictions.

10.  REPORTS – TAB #10
       A.  Committee Reports – Dog Park, Chair, John Ise
Mr. Spence said he has requested a survey of the lot in order to grade the property.  It is required that water be retained on site and cannot run off into the street or on the next door neighbor’s property.    The survey found that in 1965 when the bridge was rebuilt, the FDOT did not record which lots and land they took, and it cannot be determined what the FDOT and the County were responsible for when the bridge was relocated.  This will probably result in a title search situation.  As soon as the elevation is determined, the contractor will do the grading, and a French drain will have to be installed   

       B.  Village Attorney Comments – none
       C.  Village Manager Comments

1.  Mr. Spence updated the Commission  on traffic sign installation and other traffic-related matters

      2.  Police Chief Glansberg updated the Commission on May statistics and said      there was a significant reduction in burglaries from April to May.
      3.  Governor vetoes $400,000 grant for Village Stormwater Project

 D.  Commission Comments

            1.  Commissioner Anderson spoke about the wi-fi program.


            2.  Commissioner Mallette had no comments.
            3.  Commissioner Morris spoke about Steve Bernard’s concerns.
            4.  Vice-Mayor Walker spoke about hurricane preparedness.
            5.  Mayor Hornbuckle had no further comments.
11.   ANNOUNCEMENTS

All public meetings are held at the Ed Burke Recreation Center – 

11400 NE 9th Court, Biscayne Park  

*Monday, June 18 – Planning and Zoning Board at 7 pm

*Tuesday, June 19 – Code Enforcement Board at 7 pm

*Saturday, June 23 – Commission Workshop - Entrance Sign  

                                     10am to noon 
*Wednesday, July 4  – All Village Departments closed in 
                                       observance of  Fourth of July Holiday

*Monday, July 2 – Planning and Zoning Board at 7 pm

*Tuesday, July 10 – Regular Commission Meeting
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Commission approved: ______July 10, 2007_______




                                                                   Attest:

______________________________                                 ________________________
     John R. Hornbuckle, Mayor                                          Ann Harper, Village Clerk
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