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SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 

PRESENTATION OF VISION PLAN

MINUTES

Ed Burke Recreation Center – 11400 NE 9th Court 

Thursday, May 11, 2006     7 p.m.

1. WELCOMING REMARKS 

Mayor John Hornbuckle called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm
In addition to the Mayor, the following Commissioners were present:  Robert Anderson, Kelly Mallette, Ted Walker and Vice-Mayor Chester Morris.  The following staff members were also in attendance:  Acting Village Clerk Ann Harper and Interim Police Chief Mitchell Glansberg. 
Mayor Hornbuckle said this project began last year when students of the University of Miami School of Architecture met with residents and elected officials to develop a plan for the Village.  He introduced Richard Shepard, Director of the University of Miami School of Architecture, Center for Urban and Community Design.  In addition to Mr. Shepard, Mayor Hornbuckle also introduced Marina Khoury of DPZ Planners.    
Mayor Hornbuckle this would not be a workshop such as was held before.  Mr. Shepard will have a power-point presentation of the plan, and people in the audience, as well as the Commissioners, will comment at the conclusion.  He would like to make the results of this project the official plan for the Village.
2. PRESENTATION OF VISION PLAN – Richard Shepard

Richard Shepard thanked the Commission for allowing the School of Architecture to become involved with this project.  The plan which he will present was built on the strengths which were found in the Village and is based on the ideas which were told to the students by the Village residents.

Mr. Shepard said the students reviewed suggestions from the first meeting with residents and put together common ideas divided into categories such as landscaping and parks.  He displayed a drawing by one student of a proposed “village center” at the entrance to the Village.  He also displayed drawings of streetscape plans with sidewalks, proposed entrance signage, bicycle routes and landscaping plans.  He encouraged the Village to provide shade trees, increase the use of native plants and trees, and extend medians into the rest of the community.  He suggested the Village begin looking into ways to implement the recommendations.  

The Summary of Recommendations at the end of the Visioning Report categorized the main ideas into the following categories:


Civic Center Expansion


Traffic Calming and Circulation


Burke Park Improvements


Improvement of pedestrian environment


Median Improvements


Making Connections Between Public Places


Improve Identify of Village 


Announce Entrances


Reinforce Positive Qualities


Encourage Social Interaction in Village

Mr. Shepherd commented that this presentation was a “book of ideas,” not a design.  He asked the Commission to endorse the plan, meaning they endorse the ideas and would like to develop them further.  He urged the Commission to select and prioritize projects.

Mayor Hornbuckle asked Marina Khoury to speak.  She said the Village has the framework to become an exceptional town.  The next step is to move forward from the “menu” of great ideas which have been presented.

Mayor Hornbuckle said this is a logical and progressive document which has the guidelines for starting to “define Biscayne Park.”

Scott Burdick, resident of 117th and griffing Road, said he has lived here six years and is concerned about opening public access to the river.

Daniel Keys suggested the Commission “accept” the plan as a document and said he wants to get input on the recommended traffic circles.

Vice-Mayor Morris commended Mr. Shepherd on the presentation and asked whether or not he was aware of any grants that might be available to aid in implementation.  Mr. Shepherd said he would try to investigate.

Ms. Khoury suggested the Commission adopt the plan “in principle” and vote on specific issues.

Commissioners Anderson, Mallette, and Walker thanked Mr. Shepherd for the presentation.  Mayor Hornbuckle said an overview of this project would be presented at an upcoming meeting.

Mayor Hornbuckle adjourned the meeting at 8 p.m. and said an overview of this project will be presented at another Commission meeting.

Approved by Commission:      July 11, 2006    
_________________________                                             __________________________

         Village Clerk




               John Hornbuckle, Mayor
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