
Village of Biscayne Park

640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL  33161

(305) 899-8000

MINUTES

REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING

Ed Burke Recreation Center – 11400 NE 9th Court

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 – 7:00 p.m.
Mayor Hornbuckle called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.   In addition to Mayor Hornbuckle, present were Commissioners Robert Anderson, Kelly Mallette, Ted Walker and Vice-Mayor Morris.  Also attending were Village Attorney John Hearn, Financial Consultant Holly Hugdahl, Public Works Director Joe Fisher, and Village Clerk Ann Harper.

Commissioner Walker led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  Additions/Deletions to the Agenda

The following items were added to the Agenda:

        8B3   Telephone contract

        8B4   Discussion of variance 11501 NE 7th Ave previously approved

        8B5   Discussion of waiving fees and fines
It was noted that the supplemental backup folder includes supporting documentation for the following agenda items:


Budget amendments


Recycling information


Learning Center


Resolution for approval of election results

Agenda deletions

Commissioner Anderson noted that Commissioner Walker placed items on the agenda related to the Police Department and requested that they be removed from the agenda and discussed during the budget workshops.

Commissioner Walker said he is bringing them for discussion in preparation for budget workshops.

Motion was made by Commissioner Anderson, Second by Commissioner Mallette, to delete item 8A4 (a, b, and c) from the agenda.  The motion carried by voice vote, 4/1 with Commissioner Walker voting no.

5.  Presentations

Mayor Hornbuckle stated he attended the counting of ballots at the Office of the Supervisor of Elections of Miami-Dade County which resulted in voter approval of a new Village Charter.  He spoke of the dedication of Charter Review Committee members and presented each with a Certificate of Appreciation.  A gift was presented to Chairman Steve Bernard, and Certificates were presented to members who served on the committee. 
6. Report of Village Attorney
Attorney Hearn said he has been in contact with Attorney Braverman who represents the PBA.  He requested an Executive Session with the Mayor and Commissioners on Monday, June 26, at 6 p.m.  Following the Executive Session, he requested an “in the shade” meeting to be held at 7 p.m. in Village Hall pursuant to FS 286.211 to discuss strategy related to a lawsuit filed by Robert Brumm et.al. vs the Village relating to the recent election.  Following these two meetings, he suggested that a Special Meeting be held at 8 p.m. in the Recreation Center.  This will be a public meeting.
Attorney Hearn distributed to the Commissioners a suggested job description for a Village Manager for their consideration.
7. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of April Financial Report

B. Minutes – Special Meetings – April 17, May 22, and May 31, 2006

C. Mutual Aid Agreement between Village and Bal Harbour Village Police Departments

Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Morris, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
8. Other Commission Business
A. Unfinished Business
1. Certification of election results and discussion of implementation

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-10

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF THE

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, CANVASSING

RETURNS AND CERTIFYING THE RESULTS OF THE

SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION OF THE VILLAGE OF

BISCAYNE PARK, MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, HELD JUNE 6, 2006, SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Attorney Hearn read the title of the Resolution.
Motion was made by Commissioner Anderson, Seconded by Vice-Mayor Morris, to approve the Resolution.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

8A2.  Discussion of designation of park near water – Vice-Mayor Morris
Vice-Mayor Morris said he and the Public Works Director and John Ise have been talking about what to do about the vacant land by the water.  He proposed to designate the area as a dog park.

Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Morris, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to designate the property as a dog park.  

Commissioner Walker said he feels this is a misuse of waterfront property and a dog park should not be this close to a main thoroughfare.

Commissioner Anderson said he has been on the Commission for ten years, and during that time no one has asked him to make the property a water-related park, but a large group of citizens would like a dog park.  
Commissioner Mallette said she was concerned about additional liability for the Village.  She also commented that neighbors of the new park should be notified.

Attorney Hearn said a vote on the motion would start the process, but the issue of additional liability would have to be researched, including the need for fencing.  

Mayor Hornbuckle commended the Dog Park Committee on their work.
Attorney Hearn asked whether or not the Commission was authorizing Public Works to spend money on developing the property into a dog park.  Mayor Hornbuckle said the Committee would solicit a partnership with others to pay for the fencing.  Attorney Hearn clarified that it is not a property where dogs will be allowed right away.  

Mayor Hornbuckle called for a roll-call vote on the motion to make the property into a dog park.  The motion passed 4/1, with Commissioner Walker voting no.





=================

The Commissioners returned to discussing implementation of the election results.  Discussion involved using the “Range Riders” for assistance in obtaining a list of candidates.  Attorney Hearn said there are a lot of ways to go about finding candidates, but it is important to find people who are interested in smaller cities.  It was also suggested that the nearby City Managers could review the resumes of candidates, and a special Commission meeting could be held for interviewing the top candidates.





===================

8AC – NIMS – (Natonal Incident Management Systems) Commissioner Walker
Commissioner Walker explained about the organization and how the leaders must be certified.  The Village will not be eligible to receive Federal funds without participation in this program.  He referred to the list of seven projects which was provided in the backup agenda and asked for comments.  Discussion was held regarding placing a request for a wall along the railroad track on the list.  No changes were made.
5. Discussion of status of North Dade Medical Foundation Learning Center
In response to Vice-Mayor Morris’ question regarding his participation in this agenda item, Attorney Hearn advised him that there would be no conflict of interest if he participated in this discussion.

Mayor Hornbuckle suggested deferring discussion of this item.  Vice-Mayor Morris said it should be discussed and a decision made.  
Commissioner Mallette commented on the need for a municipal building.  
In response to questions, Mr. Fisher described the proposed size of the learning center.  Commissioner Mallette said it would cost approximately sixty thousand dollars annually to operate the center, and she feels the Village does not have sufficient resources to operate the facility for the next five years.  

Vice-Mayor Morris agreed with Commissioner Mallette on the need for a municipal building, but the fact that the learning center will not be built is a tragedy.

Mayor Hornbuckle agreed on the need for an administrative building.  He said he was in favor of building the learning center but it didn’t “get off the ground” as soon as it should have.  
Commissioner Walker made a motion to thank the North Dade Medical Foundation for their generous offer of funds to build the Learning Center, but to decline the offer.  Commissioner Mallette seconded the motion.  The motion carried by voice vote 4/1, with Commissioner Anderson voting no.

8B1 – Consideration of Budget Amendments  

Commissioner Mallette stated these amendments take a lot of money from the reserve accounts, which could lead to the Village being placed in a financial “state of emergency.” 

Motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Mallette, to accept the budget amendments.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

8B2 – Consideration of rescheduling the Tuesday, July 4th Regular Commission meeting to  Tuesday, July 11, 2006, at 7 p.m. due to the 4th of July holiday 
Motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Vice-Mayor Morris, to reschedule the meeting.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

8B3 – New Telephone Contract
Mr. Fisher explained the need for a new telephone system in Village Hall and referred to the backup information which outlined the rates.  He recommended the Commission approve the agreement with Bell South.
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Morris, seconded by Commissioner Walker, to approve entering into the two-year agreement with Bell South.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.

        8B4   Discussion of variance 11501 NE 7th Ave previously approved
        8B5   Discussion of waiving fees and fines
Commissioner Walker said he has concerns about the building permits issued for the above property and he would like for a policy to be established about waiving fees or fines.
Attorney Hearn recommended that workshop meetings be held with the Planning & Zoning Board regarding permitting.  


8C1 – Committee Reports
Charter Review Committee, Steve Bernard, Chairman, reported that the last committee meting will be on the first Thursday in July.  He thanked everyone who served on the committee.

8C2 – Commission Reports
Vice-Mayor Morris reviewed recent activities in the Public Works Department, including billings for trash pickups, placement of garbage cans for pickup, scheduling of Stormwater drainage project, and proposals for hurricane debris removal.

Commissioner Mallette said the Governor vetoed the Village’s request for $100,000 for hurricane repairs.

Commissioner Anderson reviewed recent activities in the Police Department including the number of courtesy notices and citations issued, and arrests made.  He urged all residents to prepare their homes for the hurricane season.

Commissioner Walker reported on recent Recreation Department activities and stated the fence repairs are almost complete.

8D – Announcements
The Village Clerk read the dates of upcoming Commission, Board and Committee meetings.

D. Good and Welfare
Daniel Keys, 1107 N.E. 118th St., expressed concerns about various issues.

Vicky Smith Bilt, 450 NE 121st Street, spoke about cars speeding on several streets.

Lilly Harper, 712 N.E. 120th Street, said she was disappointed that the Learning Center would not be built.

There being no further business, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

Approved by Commission
__January 9, 2007____

________________________  

    John Hornbuckle, Mayor

Attest:

____________________






  Ann Harper, Village Clerk
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