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Background 
 

The release of helium balloons and so called “Chinese lanterns” have been shown to endanger marine 

life, particularly sea turtles, as they resemble them when they deflate and are grounded.  So too, as 

evidence from California attests, these air-borne confections endanger power lines and cause electrical 

outages.  

A number of South Florida municipalities have passed resolutions or ordinances banning helium 

balloons and the like from public and even private spaces and Miami-Dade County is considering 

participation but have not yet made a final commitment. Such legislation largely has been due to 

awareness campaigns launched by environmental groups in Florida, California, and abroad (see backup 

websites).  I suggest that the Commission discuss the matter and consider passing a resolution banning 

the release of helium balloons (there are alternatives), limiting (or providing guidelines for) their 

outdoor display, and/or publicize the dangers that accompany their release so that residents refrain 

from releasing them and/or and take special care to secure them when displaying them outdoors 

(please excuse run-on sentence). 

 

Fiscal / Budget Impact 

Staff time. 

Village Commission Meeting Date: October 6, 2016 
  
Subject:    Discussion on prohibition of balloon 

usage and balloon releases 
  
Prepared By:   Commissioner Barbara Watts 
  
Sponsored By:   Commission 
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 Recommendation:    

Pass a resolution limiting or banning the outdoor display of helium balloons and the like, and include 

information regarding their potential environmental hazards in a flyer, on the Rec. Center’s Facebook 

page and rules for Rec. Center rental, and in the Newsletter. 

 

Attachments  

 General Balloon Ban information 

 Balloon Ban Participation Options 

 Dania Beach Ordinance 

 Lantana Ordinance 

Links: 

https://www.marinelife.org/four-south-florida-counties-now-implementing-balloon-ban/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ban.balloon.releases/ 

http://www.mcsuk.org/what_we_do/Clean+seas+and+beaches/Campaigns+and+policy/Action+on+sky+

lanterns+&+balloons 

http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/news/local/why-lake-worth-is-going-to-regulate-outdoor-

balloo/nsHFx/ 

http://balloonsblow.org/ban-helium-filled-foil-balloons-california/  This California website has links that 

contain valuable information regarding the risks to sea life and to electrical lines posed by helium 

balloons, See "B2709 Factsheet" and "History of , , ," 

https://www.marinelife.org/four-south-florida-counties-now-implementing-balloon-ban/
https://www.facebook.com/ban.balloon.releases/
http://www.mcsuk.org/what_we_do/Clean+seas+and+beaches/Campaigns+and+policy/Action+on+sky+lanterns+&+balloons
http://www.mcsuk.org/what_we_do/Clean+seas+and+beaches/Campaigns+and+policy/Action+on+sky+lanterns+&+balloons
http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/news/local/why-lake-worth-is-going-to-regulate-outdoor-balloo/nsHFx/
http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/news/local/why-lake-worth-is-going-to-regulate-outdoor-balloo/nsHFx/
http://balloonsblow.org/ban-helium-filled-foil-balloons-california/


Balloon Ban

Loggerhead Marinelife Center

14200 US Highway One, Juno Beach, FL 33408

561-627-8280 | marinelife.org



Florida’s East Coast is home to some of the most densely utilized sea turtle nesting beaches in the country.  
At Loggerhead Marinelife Center (LMC), a non-profit organization located in Juno Beach, Florida, hospital 
staff regularly treat turtles with complications due to marine debris ingestion.

Balloons are often released, purposefully or by accident, and end up littering the ocean.  The deflated 
balloons resemble jellies, a common prey item for sea turtle species.  In an effort to promote the safety and 
protection of marine life, LMC staff wish to form a partnership to prohibit the use of balloons in designated 
locations along the coast.

LMC Contacts
Tommy Cutt, Chief Conservation Officer – tcutt@marinelife.org  
Demi Fox, Outreach Coordinator – dfox@marinelife.org
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Sample Ordinance
Below is a sample ordinance that may be added to the City, Town, Village, or County Code.

ORDINANCE NO. XXXX

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE (TOWN NAME), FLORIDA, ENTITLED “BALLOON 
BAN,” PROVIDING FOR THE PROHIBITION OF BALLOON USAGE AND BALLOON RELEASES IN 
(LOCATION(S)); AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS balloons are often released, contributing to marine debris.  The deflated 
balloons resemble jellies, a common prey item for sea turtle species as seen in Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS Florida’s East Coast is home to some of the most densely utilized sea turtle 
nesting beaches in the country.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE (TOWN NAME), 
FLORIDA:

Section 1.  In an effort to promote the safety and protection of sea turtles, no person shall display, 
release, or distribute balloons of any kind in (location(s)).
Section 2.  The (Property Name – civic centers, park pavilions, etc.) lease shall include a notice of 
the prohibition of balloon usage as well as a link to educational information regarding the effect of 
balloons on sea turtles and marine life.
Section 3.  The party responsible for (Property Name) reservations is hereby directed to supply 
prospective renters with educational information explaining the prohibition of balloon usage and 
the Town’s reason for the restriction.
Section 4. Effective date.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.



Exhibit “A”
The below pictured green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), being treated at Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center, ingested a plastic balloon.
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Deflated balloons resemble jelly fish, a common prey item for sea turtles.  In an 

effort to promote the safety and protection of sea turtles, (Town Name) has 

prohibited the use of balloons in (location(s)). 

You can also help protect sea turtles in the following ways:

• Remove any lounge chairs, umbrellas, and other beach furniture from the beach overnight.

• Knock down sand castles and fill in holes in the sand when leaving the beach.

• Turn off outdoor lights at night and close curtains after sunset to keep light pollution off the beach.

• Dispose of all trash and clean up any debris found on the beach.

• If you see a nesting turtle, try not to disrupt her. Do not use any bright lights or 

flash photography and avoid creating loud noises. 

• If you see healthy hatchlings, allow them to crawl to the ocean on their own.

Former LMC patient, Lil’ Nugget, swallowed a balloon. Hundreds of balloons are collected on Florida beaches.

Balloon 

Ban

Town 

Logo



Notice: 
Balloons Prohibited

Deflated balloons resemble jelly fish, a 

common prey item for sea turtles.  In an 

effort to promote the safety and protection of 

sea turtles, (Town Name) has prohibited the 

use of balloons in (location(s)). 
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Signage Option 1

Below is an example of signage that may be displayed in appropriate locations.  All colors, text, and 
logos are fully customizable and may be edited to best suit the needs of each location.

For more information, 

visit marinelife.org

Town 

Logo
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Signage Option 2

Below is a mock-up of the signage that was recently installed in Loggerhead Park in collaboration 
with Palm Beach County.  Similar signage could be produced for any town location.  All colors, text, 
and logos are fully customizable and may be edited to best suit the needs of each location.
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Sample Webpage

Below is the notice that is currently displayed on the Loggerhead Park webpage.



Towns may choose to participate in the Balloon Ban in any capacity listed below. 

Additional participation may include town webpage notices and press releases.   

Balloon Ban Participation Options
14200 US Highway One, Juno Beach, FL 33408

Tommy Cutt | tcutt@marinelife.org  

Demi Fox | dfox@marinelife.org

Educational Materials  Signage

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

• Signage installed or 

educational materials 

distributed

• Signage installed

• Educational materials 

distributed

• Signage installed

• Educational materials 

distributed

• Town ordinance 

adopted

Benefits Available to Partners

• Sea turtle seminars led by Loggerhead Marinelife Center staff, on site or at the center

• Private guided tours of Loggerhead Marinelife Center

• Featured on Loggerhead Marinelife Center Conservation webpage

• Partnership announced on Loggerhead Marinelife Center social media accounts

http://www.pbcgov.com/parks/locations/loggerhead.htm#.V2lWGvkrKUk
http://www.palmbeachdailynews.com/news/news/local/palm-beach-to-consider-bans-on-balloons-and-plasti/nrgsY/











