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Request for Discussion: 
 

Continue to discuss issues with the basketball courts at the Ed Burke Recreation 
Center and to look at alternative uses. 

 

Attachments: 

 Memorandum from Village Manager Heidi Siegel 
 Survey of Recreation Center visitors 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  April 7, 2015 
  
Subject:    Use of the Recreation Center 
  
Prepared By:   Mayor David Coviello 
  
Sponsored By:   Commission 
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DATE:   April 2, 2015 
 
TO:     Mayor David J. Coviello   
 
FROM:   Heidi Siegel, Village Manager 
 
RE:   Long term vision for the outdoor use of the recreation center 
 

 
At the March 3, 2015 Village Commission meeting you requested a discussion item at the 
April 7, 2015 Village Commission meeting regarding the use of the basketball courts and 
the possible conversion to another use, such as tennis courts.      We have included in this 
memo suggestions and opportunities for the long-term programming enhancements 
outside at the recreation center. 
 
RECREATION USER SURVEY 
 
To determine what the needs and wants of recreation center users, Village staff 
conducted a survey randomly from January 2015 - March 2015.       This survey was 
conducted by staff on an informal basis.  Questions asked of users included: age, city of 
residence and what activity brought them to the park.    A tabulation of the surveys is 
attached to this memo.    Of the 71 individuals surveyed, twenty-nine identified 
themselves as Biscayne Park residents. 
 
The results of the survey, informal conversations with visitors as well as suggestions from 
the Recreation Advisory Board member reveal that common desires are adequate 
lighting in the park, rubberized flooring in the playground areas and outdoor exercise 
equipment. 
 
BASKETBALL COURTS 
 
The Village currently has a full 60’x 120’ basketball court that is used daily by residents 
and visitors to the park.   Based on our survey results, of the 71 individuals surveyed, 19 
were playing basketball.   Of those 19 individuals, 11 stated they were Biscayne Park 
residents.    
 
Staff received an estimate of approximately $12,000 to properly convert the basketball 
court to a tennis court.  It should be noted that this estimate does not include the cost of 
converting the fence to a tennis appropriate height surrounding the court.  
 
Should the basketball courts remain, a new fence should be considered for the court.    
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CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA 
 
Of the 71 individuals surveyed, twenty-five stated that they were at the recreation center 
to use the playground.    Of those 25 individuals, eleven stated that they were Biscayne 
Park residents.  
 
The most popular hours of usage of the Tot Lot is weekdays from 9:00am-11:00am and 
5:00pm-7:00pm.  Park Manager Bartley routinely converses with the parents during 
these times to solicit feedback.    There was an overwhelming response to install 
rubberized flooring for the tot lot.   A lot of the parents shared that one of the reasons 
they frequent the Tot Lots in surrounding municipalities is because of the rubberized 
flooring. Some of the parents feel that flooring is a more sanitary alternative to the 
mulch flooring that the Village currently has.  
 
A sun cover for the older children playground area has also been suggested by recreation 
center users.  
 
OUTDOOR LIGHTING  
 
There were three different kinds of requests for outdoor lighting.   These include outside 
lighting along the perimeter of the park, exterior building lighting and playground 
lighting.     Staff has explained to those that requested playground lighting that the 
playground is not open after dark and therefore, lighting is not encouraged.   Staff is 
currently exploring options for exterior building lighting and will present this to the 
Biscayne Park Foundation for possible funding.     Staff will continue to explore the need 
for perimeter lighting. 
 
OUTDOOR EXERCISE AREA 
 
It has been observed that the park is constantly being used for exercise most hours of the 
day.  An idea for usage that has been proposed by the Recreation Advisory Board was 
purchasing exercise stations for residents to use in conjunction with walking around the 
park. 
 
A neighboring municipality recently sought bids for outdoor exercise equipment.  While 
they have not chosen a vendor, the bids range from $2,700 - $5,000 for individual pieces 
of equipment and approximately $2,000 for signage.   
  
An example of an outdoor exercise area is the Giusti Heart Parcours within the City of 
Oakland Park (Broward County).    The Parcours includes a pea gravel path that has 
stationary outdoor exercise equipment incorporated within the course.    
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                            Figure 1 Giusti Heart Parcours -- City of Oakland Park 

 

 
                                                           Figure 2  View of Exercise Station -- Giusti Heart Parcours 

 

 

 
                                                                  Figure 3  View of path at Giusti Heart Parcours 
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An adapted version of such a park could be considered in the future for the Recreation 
Center property.  Upon reviewing the site, Staff has identified the south portion of the 
park as an area that could accommodate such a use.   This would eliminate some field 
maintenance requirements and limit the types of organized play available at the 
Recreation Center.  Ideally, the area would be enhanced with more shade trees, a path 
and some benches.   The below sketch is offered for discussion purposes only.    
 

 
 
The Village Staff welcomes a discussion with the Village Commission regarding the future 
use of the outdoor areas of the Recreation Center. This discussion would be used to 
guide the upcoming budget preparation process. 



Village of Biscayne Park

Random Survey of Park Visitors 

Results

1/ 12/15-1/21/15 3/3/15-3/20/15

Reason for Visiting Park

BasketBall Exercise Playground with Children Soccer Other

20 BP X X

14 BP X Hang out

24 BP X

22 BP Relax

24 BP X

16 BP X

35 BP X

28 BP X

14 BP Hang out

33 BP X

15 BP X

14 BP X Sports

28 BP Nearest Park

49 BP X

25 BP X Nearest Park

27 BP X

23 BP X Relax

18 BP X

21 BP X

16 BP Soccer Practice

31 BP Relax

39 BP X

33 BP X

N/A BP X

N/A BP X

14 BP X

14 BP X

12 BP X

13 BP X

43 Aventura x

26 B Gardens X

42 Dntwn Miami X

Age City



Village of Biscayne Park

Random Survey of Park Visitors 

Results

1/ 12/15-1/21/15 3/3/15-3/20/15

Reason for Visiting Park

BasketBall Exercise Playground with Children Soccer Other

25 El Portal peacful environment

28 Hollywood birthday party 

63 Lake Wates X

23 M. Shores X

37 M. Shores X

12 M. Shores X

27 M. Shores X

13 M. Shores Football

33 M. Shores Feels it’s a safe park

15 M. Shores X

46 M. Shores Location

52 M. Shores Soccer Practice

36 M. Shores Soccer Practice

27 M. Shores Relax

32 M. Shores X

36 Miami X

21 Miami X

18 Miami X

44 Miami X

31 Miami X X

34 Miami X

41 Miami Beach Child plays Soccer

37 Miami Beach

46 Miramar X

13 N. Miami Football

19 N. Miami X X

21 N. Miami X

N/A N. Miami X Soccer Practice

32 N. Miami X

19 N. Miami Soccer Practice

22 N. Miami X

18 N. Miami meet with friends

Age City



Village of Biscayne Park

Random Survey of Park Visitors 

Results

1/ 12/15-1/21/15 3/3/15-3/20/15

Reason for Visiting Park

BasketBall Exercise Playground with Children Soccer Other

31 N. Miami X

23 N. Miami X

N/A N. Miami X

21 NMB Hang with friends

44 Unicorp. Dade X X

17 Unicorp. Dade X

29 Unicorp. Dade X

Age City




