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As a part of the agreement with Savino Miller Design Studio for the design of the Community Signs, a 
landscape plan was developed.    The landscape plan included horizontal Cocoplum, Spanish stopper, 
Yellow Top, Simpson Stopper, Boston Fern and Saw Palmetto.   (See attached plans from Savino 
Miller) 
 
The Parks and Parkways Board expressed an interest in the plans provided by Savino Miller Design 
Studio and upon review of the plans requested to meet with a representative of the firm.   During 
this subsequent meeting, the Board and Barry Miller of the firm discussed a plan that would include 
a gravel or shell rock base, one Silver Saw Palmetto and a few native small plants.  (See attached 
email summary from Barry Miller) 
 
Staff is seeking direction from the Village Commission on how to proceed with the landscaping of the 
signs.   All landscaping costs will be paid for through the Village’s General Funds as we have met our 
reimbursable allocation from Miami-Dade County on this project. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

 Savino Miller Design Studio Community Signage Project Landscape Project Sheets L-1 & L-2 

 Email from Barry Miller, dated January 21, 2016 
 

Village Commission Meeting Date: February 2, 2016  
  
Subject: Discussion Item – Landscape Design for 

Community Signage 
  

Prepared By: Heidi Siegel, Village Manager  
  
Sponsored By: Heidi Siegel, Village Manager 
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Heidi Siegel

From: Barry Miller <barry@savinomiller.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 3:13 PM
To: Heidi Siegel
Cc: 'Adriana Savino'; 'Accounting - Savino Miller'
Subject: RE: Parks and Parkways Meeting

Hi Heidi, 
 
It was a pleasure.    I do have to let you know however that we have exceeded our budgeted hours (by a long shot!)  on 
this project, and I attended last night's meeting as a courtesy.   Moving forward however, we would require Additional 
Services as described in our contract, especially since planting design is being revised.      
 
We look forward to assisting the City with the installation of the solar lighting, and planting as the need arises, based on 
our Agreement's Construction Phase clause as well.    
 
With that, here's a brief summary of what was discussed, as I remember it.   
 
               Overall, everyone seemed very happy with the sign installation.    Mainly, there were questions and concern 
regarding the need for extensive planting at each of the sign bases, and included the following: 
 
               1.            The signs are set a little lower than the surrounding curb, and there is concern that adding even low 
(12" - 18") groundcover planting would cover up too much of the sign.   There was general consensus that some kind of 
gravel - or coquina                  shell could be placed as a "mulch", 4" deep, with roughly 2.5 CY at reach of the signs.    One 
"Silver Saw Palmetto", as large as practical, would be planted behind the sign to screen to back side somewhat, and the 
City could plant a few                                 native, small plants, scattered informally, on the sides and back of the sign that 
would not hamber visibility of the sign or sight lines.     Many plant options were discussed as well.      Dan (or someone) 
would get samples of the gravel/shell                                 for approval by the Board/City.    
 
               2.            Lack of irrigation, which limits what kind of drought tolerant planting material would perform 
best.   There was agreement that the Village should plan to water these plants during "drought" periods.    
 
We also briefly discussed the issue of solar lights, and confirmed that the uplight would be placed in front of the sign 
(not the back) and that the solar panel would be remotely sited so as not to conflict with the sign aesthetic and to 
maximize sun exposure. 
 
I am sure Dan and the other members of the Board will have more to add, or may want to correct my recollections 
above-mentioned, so please keep us posted.   
 
Best, 
Barry 
 
 
 
Barry Miller, ASLA 
Savino & Miller Design Studio 
12345 NE 6th Avenue  A 
Miami, FL  33161 
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From: Heidi Siegel [mailto:villagemanager@biscayneparkfl.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 11:00 AM 
To: 'Barry Miller' 
Cc: Adriana Savino; 'Yu'; Maria Camara 
Subject: Parks and Parkways Meeting 
 
Barry,  
 
Thank you for attending the Parks and Parkways meeting.   Would you be so kind to send me a written summary or quick 
sketch of the changes to the landscape design that the Board recommended to you?  I would like to bring to the 
Commission for final decision. 
 
Thanks! 
Heidi 
  
Heidi Siegel, AICP 
Village Manager 
Village of Biscayne Park 
  
Village Hall 
640 NE 114th Street 
Biscayne Park, FL  33161 
305 899 8000 – Phone 
305 891 7241 – Fax 
villagemanager@biscayneparkfl.gov 
www.biscayneparkfl.gov 
  
“Whatever the problem, be part of the solution. Don’t just sit around raising questions and pointing out obstacles.” ― Tina Fey, Bossypants 
  
Please print only if necessary. 
  
The Village of Biscayne Park is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered 
under such laws and thus subject to disclosure. All e-mail sent and received is captured by our servers and kept as a public record. 
  


