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Background 
 

Property owners Mariana Ferro & Amalivi Alonso have submitted a request for a 
variance of the zoning code of the Village of Biscayne Park.  The section of the code 
to be appealed is as follows: 
 
11.1.2(c) – Accessory structures shall not in general be located in a required setback area 

unless otherwise allowed herein.   

 
The variance being requested is to allow an accessory structure (shed) to be located 
5’ from both the rear and side property lines. The property owners filled out the 
Variance Application and paid the fee for the variance, advertising and notices.  Along 
with the application, they have provided their letter of intent addressing the four 
required criterias, a recent survey, plans, sketches, and color photos. 
 
On February 2, 2015, the variance request was heard before the Planning & Zoning 
Board.  Property owners in the immediate area were notified of the meeting by mail.  
At the meeting, a motion was made to deny the variance for the following reason: 
 
“The shed is being placed in the side front yard and there are other locations on the 
property.  Also to consider an 8’ x 6’ shed instead of 8’ x 10’.” 
 

Village Commission Meeting Date: March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Public Hearing – Variance Request 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



March 3, 2015 
Commission Agenda Report 
Public Hearing – Variance Request 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Four (4) members voted in favor to deny.  One (1) was opposed, agreeing that the 
resident has a hardship and cannot place the shed anywhere else.   
 
Next the variance request was placed on the agenda for the March 3rd Commission 
meeting.  Property owners within a 500’ radius of the property were noticed by mail 
(60 properties).  A notice was also published twice in the newspaper during the month 
of February. 
 
 
Attachments 

 Variance Application 
 Permit Application 
 Letter of Intent 
 Shed specifications 
 Placement of shed on property 
 Photo images of placement of shed on property 
 Survey 
 Notice of Planning & Zoning meeting on February 2nd 
 Minutes of the Planning & Zoning meeting on February 2nd 
 Notice of Commission meeting on March 3rd 
 Advertisements of Commission meeting on March 3rd (2) 


































