Village of Biscayne Park

MINUTES 

REGULAR  MEETING 
Ed Burke Recreation Center – 11400 NE 9th Court 

Tuesday, October 3, 2006, at 7 p.m.

Mayor Hornbuckle called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  Commissioner Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

In addition to Mayor Hornbuckle, also present were Commissioners Anderson and Morris, and Vice-Mayor Mallette.  Present from Staff were Frank Spence, Interim Village Manager; John Hearn, Village Attorney; Holly Hugdahl, Financial Consultant; Mitch Glansberg, Police Chief; Joe Fisher, Public Works Director; Elisa Tankersley, Recreation Director; and Ann Harper, Village Clerk.  Commissioner Walker was ill and did not attend the meeting.
4.   Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals from the Agenda

Mr. Spence stated that Items 6b and 6c were being withdrawn for presentation of for additional documentation.

Mayor Hornbuckle introduced Lt. Sierra and Chief Delgado from the Miami-Dade County Fire Department at 131st Street and N.E. 16th Avenue.

5.   Presentations

Sira Ramos, Code Enforcement Officer, presented Certificates of Appreciation to Telvin Lipscomb and Deon Noel.  Mrs. Ramos told how these two boys found and protected an abandoned mother cat and six kittens.   Because of the kindness of the boys, the cat and her kittens were rescued and kept by a resident until the kittens were old enough to be adopted.  
6.  Attorney’s Report
a. Village Attorney Hearn noted the request to prepare an ordinance requiring contractor registration.  The Commission reached a consensus and authorized him to prepare the ordinance.  He also noted that the Police Benevolent Association ratified their contract.
b. Withdrawn

c. Withdrawn

7. Unfinished Business
Appointments to the Planning and Zoning Board

Commissioner Mallette appointed Russ Bralley, 11600 N.E. 9th Avenue.
Vice-Mayor Morris appointed Andrew Solis and Brett Shinn.
Commissioner Anderson appointed Susan Lichtstein, Esq.

Attorney Hearn said that all five positions are open.  One current member, Gage Hartung, has expressed a desire to remain on the Board.  
Village Manager Spence said that an Alternate should also be appointed.

Vice-Mayor Morris made a motion and Commissioner Anderson seconded a motion to approve the appointments.  The motion carried by voice vote, 4/0.

8. New Business
ORDINANCE NO. 2006-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA AMENDING ORDINANCE 2006-7 ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 25, 2006 BY AMENDING THE BUDGET TO TRANSFER FUNDING FROM DEPARTMENT 519 GENERAL GOVERNMENT TO DEPARTMENT 521 ENTITLED POLICE CONSISTENT WITH THE APPROVED POLICE UNION  CONTRACT; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
Attorney Hearn read the title of the Ordinance.  Mrs. Hugdahl explained the purpose of this Ordinance is to authorize the transfer of funds $64,120 from the Contingency Account to the Police Department Salary Account in order to fulfill the terms of the PBA Contract which is effective October 1, 2006.
Motion was made by Vice-Mayor Mallette, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to approve the Ordinance on first reading and schedule second reading for November 14, 2006.  The motion carried unanimously by roll-call vote, 4/0.  

9.  Regular Business
A. Committee Reports
Dog Park Committee – Village Manager Spence said earlier this evening at 6 p.m. a meeting was held with the Dog Park Committee and Commissioner Morris.  The property designated for the park will be given fill which is generated from the Stormwater project around the Recreation Center and will raise the property level.  This will be completed by December 15.  In the meantime, Committee members will be designing the master plan for park development.  An escrow account will be set up to receive funds donated by sponsors for development of the park. 

Charter Review Committee – Steve Bernard, Chairman, asked whether or not this would be an appropriate time to disband the Committee. Attorney Hearn said he would prefer to wait a while before disbanding the Committee.

B.  Village Manager Comments
Mr. Spence said the Village has received notification from the Florida Department of Agriculture and has been approved for a forestry grant for $17,679.   When the Village’s matching funds are included, the total funding is $25,000.  This will be implemented after the first of the year.

Mr. Spence suggested a workshop meeting be scheduled for October 24 to discuss increasing various fees and issuing occupational licenses for rental units.  Commissioner Anderson said he will be on vacation that week and will not be available for the workshop.

Mr. Spence said that monthly reports will be submitted by Department Directors and will be made available to Commissioners and to the public.  He reviewed the Police Department monthly report as prepared by Chief Glansberg.   Mr. Spence announced that effective October 1, 2006, Mitchell Glansberg was appointed Chief of Police, and Tony Sanchez was appointed from a part-time position to a full-time position as Captain.
B. Commission Comments
Vice-Mayor Mallette thanked Attorney Hearn and all Staff members for their work on getting approval for the PBA Contract.  
Commissioner Anderson commented that other cities have adopted the “Saving Minutes” program which is used by Coral Springs.  Using this software program, homeowners go online and list certain features of their homes, such as location of doors and whether or not they have pets. This information is available only to first responders and of value to them should they have to respond to an emergency call at the residence.  He asked that Staff look into this program and set up a presentation.

Commissioner Morris commented that he would be concerned about “hackers” getting the information which residents entered about their homes.  He said he attended the annual PBA mass at St. Patrick’s, and he encouraged other Commissioners to attend this special event next year.  He thanked Village Manager Spence, Mrs. Hugdahl and Joe Fisher for their work in obtaining grants.

Mayor Hornbuckle said Commissioner Walker has been released from the Intensive Care Unit at the VA Hospital and is now in Room #11AB.  

10.     Announcements
ANNOUNCEMENTS: All Public hearings are held at the Ed Burke Recreation Center –  11400 NE 9th Court, Biscayne Park, FL
A. Monday, October 9, 2006 – Columbus Day – Village Hall and Public Works closed

B. Tuesday, November 7, 2006 – General Election Day – Vote in Recreation Center
C. Friday, November 10, 2006 – Veterans Day Holiday – Village Hall and Public Works closed 

D. Tuesday, November 14, 2006, at 7 pm - Commission Meeting

E. Thursday, November 23, 2006 – Thanksgiving Holiday – All departments closed

F. Friday,  November 24,  2006 – Village Hall  will be closed

11.   Good and Welfare
Steve Bernard, 860 N.E. 115th Street, urged residents to register to vote.

Jane McDade  commented on recent burglaries in the Village.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Commission Approved
  ____November 14, 2006 _____
__________________________


_______________________
                      Mayor
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