VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK

PARKS AND PARKWAYS ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES
REGULAR  MEETING

Ed Burke Recreation Center -11400 NE 9th Ct.

WEDNESDAY, September 16 2009 – 6:00PM

Chairman Dan Keys called the meeting to order @ 6:00pm. Present were Chairman, Dan Keys, members Barbara Kuhl, Lynn Fischer, Bryan Cooper, Jane Ansley and Barbara Kiers (alternate). Mr. Spence and Mr. Pratt were also present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to Agenda. 

3. Approval of Minutes of 7/8/09 and 8/19/09. These minutes were approved by unanimous vote.

4. 
OLD BUSINESS

. 

A. Approval of Recreation Center Entrance landscape plan/discussion of funding. Mr. Keys provided a cost estimate of $1,300-$1,500 for the project. Discussion of plan led to motion by Mr. Keys, seconded by Ms. Ansley, to send a recommendation to the Commission to approve the Plan and provide funding for materials up to $1,500 to carry out the project; possibly including Sabal Palms from the Log Cabin median area. 
AYES: Chairman Keys, Ms. Kuhl, Ms. Fischer, Ms. Ansley

(Mr. Cooper was out of the room at the time of the vote)

B. Status of DERM Tree removal permit. Mr. Spence said there has been no progress on this matter; the Permit has not been submitted. Ms. Kuhl said she will retrieve her original CD/pages from him and asked Mr. Spence to copy same and provide to the incoming manager. 
C. Report on status of NE 6th Avenue FDOT Stimulus Project. Mr. Spence said there is no new information. 
D. Report on pending grant applications. Mr. Spence said that the Safe Neighborhoods grant is in the process of approval. Discussion led to statement that this Board has an understanding that the RAB will be deciding on the recommendation for the Shade Structure part of the grant and the P&P Board will decide on the recommendation for the tree portion of the grant. This separation of duties appears to this Board to be clear cut since the Shade Structure over the Tot Lot does not involve issues related to tree placement. 
E. Discussion of donated oak trees- recommendation for use of remaining trees including dollars earned from sales, number remaining.  Mr. Pratt estimated that there are approximately 70 trees remaining and that they are watered daily with a fixed sprinkler placed over all. The trees will be moved to the back of the property in anticipation of new construction of Public Works building. There was no specific information provided to this Board as to the total dollars earned from the sale of oaks. The plan for the use of remaining oaks was discussed. Mr. Cooper handed out information about a disease affecting oaks and recommended alternating species of trees in plantings in order to reduce the chance of spreading diseases that affect one species. Mr. Keys stated that the likelihood of losing an entire block of one species of trees must be weighed against the attractiveness of planting groups of one species together. Ms. Kuhl noted that planting all one species together is being carried out by the state at various locations and so is not considered to be universally acknowledged as a problem. Motion by Ms. Fischer for P&P Board to request approval from the Commission to plant the remaining oaks in the following areas: swale areas on 11 place and NE section of BP and on medians as needed and to request that the Commission allow P&P to submit that plan directly to administration for execution. 
AYES: Chairman Keys, Ms. Kuhl, Ms. Fischer, Ms. Ansley
NAYES: Mr. Cooper

F. Status of Butterfly garden. No new information about progress on the Eagle Scouts was provided by Mr. Spence. Mr. Keys noted that the new plan for landscaping the front of the Recreation Center building can encompass butterfly friendly materials. 
G. Discussion of Recreation Center Tree Fund uses. Mr. Keys asked Commissioner Bernard about progress on this issue. Mr. Bernard said that he has not received new information and was told to wait to plant until after the Hurricane season.
H. Discussion of next steps in planning process for median landscaping. Ms. Ansley suggested that this Board prepare a list of all specific P&P projects needing to be carried out throughout the village so that fundraising efforts (by this Board or the Foundation or others) can target these individual projects. Ms. Fischer mentioned a project to label species of trees throughout BP so that residents can learn about the variety of trees that we have. She agreed to get information about how best to do this. Mr. Keys suggested that all members bring their project list to the next meeting and suggested that this Board should then discuss and decide on one list and also prioritize the projects. There was general consensus on these ideas.   
5. 
NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion regarding 2010 AAD grant application. There was general agreement not to apply for the 2010 AAD grant since the recipients of the 2009 grant were mostly schools and the AAD emphasizes having curricula for teaching sun-safety; a component which our village does not have adequate programming to support. Ms. Ansley suggested asking RAB if they would be interested in pursuing other sources of grant support for a shade structure over the older children’s lot since they are already involved in the Tot Lot shade structure project. Ms. Keys noted that P&P should remain involved in any such plan since that location will involve tree issues. 
5. 
NEXT MEETING DATE. Next regular meeting will be October 21 @6:00pm. Regular meetings of this Board will occur on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm 

