O OO 1N Lh R Lo B —

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-68

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF
THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,
RECOGNIZING THAT THE USE OF SEXUAL
ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY CHANGE
EFFORTS WITH MINORS, INCLUDING REPARATIVE
AND CONVERSION THERAPY, CAN BE HARMFUL TO
MINORS; DIRECTING THE VILLAGE CLERK TO
TRANSMIT THIS RESOLUTION TO THE GOVERNOR
OF FLORIDA, PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA SENATE,
SPEAKER OF THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES AND THE. MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
STATE LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION; PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, it is well recognized by major professional associations of mental
health practitioners in the United States and elsewhere in the world for nearly 40 years
that being lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or gender non-conforming or questioning
(LGBTQ) is not a mental disease, disorder or illness, deficiency or shortcoming; and

WHEREAS, the American Psychological Association’s Task Force on
Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to Sexual Orientation (“APA” Task Force)
concluded that sexual orientation change efforts can pose critical health risks to lesbian,
gay and bisexual people, including, among other things, confusion, depression, social
withdrawal, suicidality, substance abuse, self-hatred, high risk sexual behaviors, and a
feeling of being dehumanized; and

WHEREAS, following the report issued by the APA Task Force, the American
Psychological Association issued a resolution in 2009 on Appropriate Affirmative
Response to Sexual Orientation Distress and Change Efforts, advising parents,
guardians, young people and their families to avoid sexual orientation change efforts
that portray homosexuality as a mental illness or development disorder, and encourages

psychotherapy, social support and educational services that provide accurate information
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on sexual orientation and sexuality, increase family and school support and reduce
rejection of sexual minority youth; and

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry in 2012
published a statement in its journal that, “[g]iven that there is no evidence that efforts to
alter sexual orientation are effective, beneficial or necessary, and the possibility that they
carry the risk of significant harm, such interventions are contradicted”; and

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical
Association Counsel on Scientific Affairs, the National Association of Social Workers,
the American Counseling Association Governing Council, and the American
Psychoanalytic Association each have asserfed in reports or position statements that
sexual orientation change efforts, including reparative therapy or conversation therapy,
are not recommended and may be harmful; and

WHEREAS, the Pan American Health Organization issued a statement in 2012
that “[t]hese supposed conversion therapies constitute a violation of the ethical
principles of healthcare and violate human rights that are protected by international and
regional agreements”; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park has a compelling interest in protecting
the physical and psychological wellbeing of all of its adult and minor residents,
including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth, and in protecting its
minors against exposure to serious harms caused by sexual orientation change efforts;
and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Village Commission to prohibit within the
geographic boundaries of the Village the use of sexual otientation or gender identity

change efforts with minors, including reparative and conversation therapy, which have
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been demonstrated to be harmful to the physical and psychological wellbeing of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender persons;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION
OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, that

Section 1. The forgoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified and
confirmed as being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this
Resolution upon adoption.

Section 2. The Village Commission hereby recognizes that the use of sexual
orientation or gender identity change efforts with minors, including reparation and
conversion therapy, can be harmful to minors.

Section 3. The Village Clerk is hereby directed to transmit this resolution to
tl}e Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House
of Representatives and the Miami-Dade County State Legislative Delegation.

Section 4. This Resolution shall be effective upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5" day of December, 2017.

The foregoing resolution upon being put to a
vote, the vote was as follows:

/&, ~ Mayor Truppman: Yes
Tracy Tr?p?man, Mayor Vice Mayor Ross: Yes
Commissioner Bilt: Absent
Commissioner Johnson-Sardella: Yes
Commissioner Tudor: Yes

Attest:

Tt YTt

Marlen D. Martell, Village Clerk

Approved as to form:
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