
The Village of Biscayne Park
600 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

AGENDA

REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING

Log Cabin - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 7:00pm

In accordance with the provisions of F.S. Section 286.0105, should any person seek to appeal any decision made by the

Commission with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person will need to ensure that a verbatim record of

the proceedings is made; which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to participate in the

proceedings should call Village Hall at (305) 899 8000 no later than four (4) days prior to the proceeding for assistance.

DECORUM - All comments must be addressed to the Commission as a body and not to individuals. Any person making

impertinent or slanderous remarks, or who becomes boisterous while addressing the Commission, shall be barred from

further audience before the Commission by the presiding officer, unless permission to continue or again address the

commission is granted by the majority vote of the Commission members present. No clapping, applauding, heckling or verbal

outbursts in support or in opposition to a speaker or his/her remarks shall be permitted. No signs or placards shall be allowed

in the Commission Chambers. Please mute or turn off your cell phone or pager at the start of the meeting. Failure to do so

may result in being barred from the meeting.  Persons exiting the Chamber shall do so quietly.

           Indicates back up documents are provided.

1

2 Roll Call

Mayor Truppman

Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella

Commissioner Samaria

Commissioner Tudor

Commissioner Wise

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda

5 Presentations

6 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items / Good & Welfare

Call to Order

At this time, any member of the Village Commission or the Village Manager may request to add, change, or delete items

from the agenda.

Comments from the public relating to topics that are on the agenda, or other general topics.
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7 Information / Updates

8 Consent Agenda

8.a Acceptance of Commission Minutes

• Regular Commission Meeting February 05, 2019

• Special Commission Meeting February 12, 2019

• Workshop Code February 12, 2019

• Workshop Swale February 26, 2019

  

8.b Acceptance of Board Minutes

• Biscayne Park Foundation January 14, 2019

• Parks & Parkway Advisory Board January 17, 2019

• Parks & Parkway Advisory Board February 21, 2019

• Planning & Zoning Advisory Board December 3, 2018

• Planning & Zoning Advisory Board December 17, 2018

• Planning & Zoning Advisory Board January 7, 2019

• Public Art Advisory Board February 13, 2019

9 Ordinances 

None

10

10.a Resolution 2019-02 - Vehicles Surplus Sale

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA

DECLARING VILLAGE VEHICLE AS SURPLUS PROPERTY AND GRANTING THE VILLAGE

MANAGER AUTHORIZATION TO SELL SAID SURPLUS THROUGH BIDERA AUCTIONS;

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

10.b Resolution 2019-03 - Parks & Parkway Advisory Board Member Selections

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,

RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS TO THE PARKS &

PARKWAY ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

10.c Resolution 2019-04 - Public Art Advisory Board Member Selections

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,

RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC ART

ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

10.d Resolution 2019-05 - Public Safety Advisory Board Member Selections

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,

RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY

ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Items listed under Consent Agenda are viewed to be routine, and the recommendation will be enacted by ONE MOTION in

the form listed below. If discussion is desired, then the item(s) will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be

considered separately.

Resolutions
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10.e Resolution 2019-06 - Vehicles Donation 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA;

ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF VEHICLES FROM THE CITY OF GOLDEN BEACH POLICE

DEPARTMENT; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO ACCEPT TITLE TO THE VEHICLES TO

BE USED WITHIN THE VILLAGE'S POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE

DATE.  

11 Old Business
These items are generally discussion items that have been previously discussed by the Commission 

and new information or updates are available by either a member of the Commission or the 

Administration. 

11.a Discussion of Village Attorney 

12 New Business
These items are generally discussion items that have been requested by members of the Commission or the 

Administration.

12.a
Variance PV18-0003 - 11390 NE 8th Ave. - Legalization of shed & pergola in the back yard. 

12.b Discussion on Commissioners cell phones

by Commissioner Dan Samaria 

12.c Pelican Harbor - fee waiver for Quarterly Mixer - by Mayor Truppman

12.d Code Workshop - Next steps - by Mayor Truppman

13 Request for placement of items on next meeting agenda
Through general consensus a member of the Commission may request an item be placed on the next agenda for 

discussion (New Business) or as a Resolution/Ordinance. 

14 Reports

14.a Village Attorney

14.b Village Manager

14.c Board / Committee Reports

14.d Commissioners Comments:

• Mayor Truppman

• Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella

• Commissioner Samaria

• Commissioner Tudor

• Commissioner Wise

15 Announcements Agenda Regular Commission Meeting - 

March 19, 2019
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Thursday, March 21, 2019 7:00pm Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 7:00pm Public Safety Advisory Board

Thursday, March 28, 2019 7:00pm Code Compliance Board

Monday, April 1, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

Our next Regular Commission Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 7:00pm
Commission Workshop - Communication, Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at 7:00pm 

16 Adjournment

Saint Patrick's Day Celebration at Recreation Center, Saturday, March 30, 2019 7:00pm

Agenda Regular Commission Meeting - 

March 19, 2019
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March 19, 2019  Page 1 of 1 
Item # 8.a 

 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                             Item # 8.a   
REGULAR MEETING 
 

 TO:  Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Acceptance of Commission Minutes 
 

 
Background 
 
The minutes as listed below are being provided for the Commissioner’s review and 

acceptance. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Acceptance at Consent Agenda. 
 
 
Attachment 
 

 Regular Commission Meeting February 05, 2019 

 Special Commission Meeting February 12, 2019 

 Workshop Code February 12, 2019 

 Workshop Swale February 26, 2019 
 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
  



The Village of Biscayne Park
600 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

                                       Minutes

1 Call to Order

Mayor Tracy Truppman called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

2 Roll Call

Mayor Tracy Truppman - present

Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella - present

Commissioner Samaria - present

Commissioner Tudor - absent

Commissioner Wise - present

Presents from staff were:

Village Manager Krishan Manners

Village Attorney John R. Herin Jr. 

Village Clerk Roseann Prado

Chief of Police Luis Cabrera 

Commander Nick Wollschlager

Public Works Manager David Hernandez

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda

Addition - Proclamation - Black History 

Deletion - Purchase Police Radios

5 Presentation

•   Proclamation - Black History Month

•   Police Report 

•   Finance Report

6 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items / Good & Welfare

The following persons spoke on the record:

Linda Dillon

Janey Anderson

Barbara Kuhl

Chuck Ross

Dan Keys

David Raymond

Fred Jonas

Regular Commission Meeting

Log Cabin - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Tuesday, February 05, 2019 at 7:00pm
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Maud Boisacq

Rox Ross

Ernesto Riva 

MacDonald Kennedy

7 Information / Updates 

8 Consent Agenda

8.a Acceptance of Commission Minutes

• Revised Minutes - Regular Commission Meeting December 04, 2018

• Regular Commission Meeting January 08, 2019

• Workshop Driveway Ordinance January 24, 2019

  

8.b Acceptance of Board Minutes

• Parks & Parkway Advisory Board November 15, 2018

• Parks & Parkway Advisory Board November 26, 2018

• Parks & Parkway Advisory Board December 6, 2018

• Planning & Zoning Board October 15, 2018

• Planning & Zoning Board November 5, 2018

• Planning & Zoning Board November 19, 2018

• Public Safety Advisory Board October 24, 2018

• Public Safety Advisory Board November 29, 2018

Commissioner Samaria requested to remove and review Minutes of Regular

Commission Meeting from December 04, 2018. 
Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella motioned to approve the balance of the Consent

Agenda. Commissioner Wise seconded. Motion passed 4 - 0.

Due to summary minutes, there were no changes to Minutes of Regular Commission

Meeting of December 04, 2018. Commissioner Betsy Wise moved to approve

Revised Minutes of Regular Commission Meeting of December 04, 2018. Vice-Mayor

Johnson-Sardella seconded. Motion passed 3 - 1. Commissioner Samaria opposed. 

9 Ordinances

None

10 Resolutions

Resolution 2019-01 - Amendment to GMS Agreement

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,

FLORIDA; APPROVING THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK AND GOVERNMENT

MANAGEMENT SERVICES – SOUTH FLORIDA, LLC TO PROVIDE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

FINANCIAL SERVICES TO THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK; AUTHORIZING THE

VILLAGE MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES AGREEMENT AND EXPEND BUDGETED FUNDS ON BEHALF OF THE VILLAGE;

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Samaria moved to approve Resolution 2019-01. Vice-Mayor Johnson-

Sardella seconded. Motion passed 4 - 0. 
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11 Old Business

11.a Mayor Truppman - Update: Legislative Priorities & CITT Transit Funds 

12 New Business

12.a Commissioner Wise - Discussion of CITT allocations 

12.b Commissioner Wise - Report Out on FLC IEMO Learnings 

12.c Public Safety Advisory Board Recommendations 

Commissioner Dan Samaria motioned to accept the recommendations made by the 

Public Safety Advisory Board with the public inputs further on the implementation. 

Commissioner Wise seconded. Motion passed 4 - 0. 

12.d Purchase - Code Department new vehicle

Commissioner Wise motioned to approve the purchase of a 2019 Toyota RAV4 on 

the amount of $ 24,900 and $ 476 a month with the Enterprise as budgeted to the 

Code Department. Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella seconded. Motion passed 4 - 0. 

12.e Purchase - Police Radios

Item was back on the dais by request of the Village Manager and Police Commander 

Nicholas Wollschlager. Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella motioned to accept the 

Manager recommendation to wave the competitive bidding procedure pursuant 

Section 2-139 of the Village Code as sufficient cause is stablished. Commissioner 

Wise seconded. Motion passed 4 - 0. 

12.f Commissioner Samaria - Driveway Ordinance

Commissioner Samaria motioned to have a workshop with the presentation of the 

results of 2014 Code Review Board by Mr. Gary Kuhl and Mr. Gage Hartung. Village 

Manager will coordinate to schedule a date. Commissioner Wise seconded. Motion 

passed 4 - 0. 

12.g Commissioner Samaria - Decorum discussion

Commissioner Wise motioned to ratify the decorum as written currently on the 

agenda. Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella seconded. Motion passed 3 - 1. Commissioner 

Samaria opposed. 

12.h Mayor Truppman - Clean Energy Coastal Corridor

Commissioner Wise made a motion to indicate Mayor Truppman and the Village 

Manager to represent the Village of Biscayne Park with the Board of Clean Energy 

Coastal Corridor. Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella seconded. Motion passed 4 - 0. 

13 Request for placement of items on next meeting agenda 

None 

14 Reports

14.a Village Attorney 
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14.b Village Manager 

14.c Board / Committee Reports

14.d Mayor Truppman

Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella

Commissioner Dan Samaria

Commissioner Tudor

Commissioner Wise

15 Announcements

Monday, February 11, 2019 7:00pm Code Compliance Board

Monday, February 11, 2019 7:00pm Biscayne Park Foundation 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 6:00pm Public Art Advisory Board

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

Thursday, February 21, 2019 7:00pm Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 7:00pm Public Safety Advisory Board

Monday, March 4, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

Our next Regular Commission Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 7:00pm

3rd Annual Art Show - February 9, 2019 from 2 - 6pm at Log Cabin

All Village Departments will be closed Monday, February 18, 2018 due to President's Day

16 Adjournment

Vice-Mayor Jenny Johnson-Sardella motioned to adjourn and Commissioner Betsy

Wise seconded. Meeting adjourned at 10:15pm.

Commission approved on March 05, 2019.

Attest:

_____________________________                   ___________________________

        Tracy Truppman, Mayor                                   Roseann Prado, Village Clerk
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The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Mayor Truppman called the meeting to order at 6:30pm

2 Roll Call

Mayor Truppman - present

Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella - present

Commissioner Samaria - present

Commissioner Tudor - present

Commissioner Wise - present

Present from staff were:

Village Manager Krishan Manners

Chief of Police Luis Cabrera

Police Commander Nicholas Wollschlager

Acting Clerk Christina Caserta

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda

Public Comments

The following persons spoke on the record:

Rox Ross

Barbara Kuhl

Chuck Ross 

MacDonald Kennedy

Fred Jonas

5 Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda

6 New Business

6.a Decision on Village Attorney

Village Manager was directed to reach Gray Robinson and make sure the Village has 

an attorney.

7 Adjournment

MINUTES
SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING

Log Cabin - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 6:30pm
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Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella motioned to adjourn. Commissioner Tudor seconded. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:13pm.

Commission approved on Regular Commission Meeting of March 05, 2019.

Attest:

_____________________________                   ___________________________

        Tracy Truppman, Mayor                                 Roseann Prado,  Village Clerk
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The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Mayor Truppman called the meeting to order at 7:20pm. 

2 Roll Call

Mayor Tracy Truppman - present

Vice Mayor Jenny Johnson-Sardella - absent

Commissioner Dan Samaria - present

Commissioner William Tudor - present

Commissioner Betsy Wise - present

Present from staff were:

Village Manager Krishan Manners

Acting Clerk Christina Caserta

Chief of Police Luis Cabrera 

Public Works Manager David Hernandez

Recording: Public Works Supervisor Cesar Hernandez

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items 

The following persons spoke on the records:

MacDonald Kennedy

Barbara Kuhl

Gary Kuhl

Gage Hartung

5 Information / Updates

Discussion on Code 

6 Announcements

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 6:00pm Public Art Advisory Board

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

Thursday, February 21, 2019 7:00pm Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 7:00pm Public Safety Advisory Board

Monday, March 4, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

MINUTES
Workshop Code

Log Cabin - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Thursday, February 12, 2019
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Our next Regular Commission Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 

7:00pm

7 Adjournment

Commissioner Tudor motioned to adjourn. Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella seconded. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:04pm

Commission approved on March 05, 2019

Attest:

_____________________________                   ___________________________

Tracy Trupman, Mayor                                               Roseann Prado, Village Clerk
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The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Mayor Truppman called the meeting to order at 7:20pm. 

2 Roll Call

Mayor Tracy Truppman - present

Vice Mayor Jenny Johnson-Sardella - present

Commissioner Dan Samaria - present

Commissioner William Tudor - present

Commissioner Betsy Wise - present

Present from staff were:

Village Manager Krishan Manners

Acting Clerk Christina Caserta

Chief of Police Luis Cabrera 

Public Works Manager David Hernandez

Recording: Public Works Supervisor Cesar Hernandez

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items 

The following persons spoke on the records:

Barbara Kuhl

Chuck Ross

Janey Anderson

David Raymond

Rox Ross

MacDonald Kennedy

Barbara Watts

5 Information / Updates

Discussion on Swale areas

6 Announcements

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 7:00pm Public Safety Advisory Board

Monday, March 4, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

MINUTES
Workshop Swale

Log Cabin - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Thursday, February 26, 2019
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Our next Regular Commission Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 

7:00pm

7 Adjournment

Commissioner Tudor motioned to adjourn. Commissioner Wise seconded. Meeting 

adjourned at 9:48pm

Commission approved on March 05, 2019

Attest:

_____________________________                   ___________________________

Tracy Trupman, Mayor                                               Roseann Prado, Village Clerk
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Item # 8.b 

 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 8.b 
  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 TO:  Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Acceptance of Board Minutes 
 

 
Background 
 
The board/committee minutes as listed below are being provided for the commission’s 

review and acceptance.   

 
Recommendation 
 
Acceptance on Consent Agenda 
 
 
Attachment 

 

 Biscayne Park Foundation January 14, 2019 

 Parks & Parkway Advisory Board January 17, 2019 

 Parks & Parkway Advisory Board February 21, 2019 

 Planning & Zoning Advisory Board December 3, 2018 

 Planning & Zoning Advisory Board December 17, 2018 

 Planning & Zoning Advisory Board January 7, 2019 

 Public Art Advisory Board February 13, 2019 
 
 

 

 
Prepared by: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
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Item # 10.a 
 

 
 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 10.a  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 TO:  Members of the Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Krishan Manners, Village Manager 
 
 DATE:  March 5, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Resolution No. 2019-02 Sale of Surplus Vehicles 
 

 
Background 
 
The following Village of Biscayne Park Police Department vehicle have seen its useful 
life to the Village and are not in running condition due to age, mileage, and condition.  
 

 2006 – Jeep   - 1J4GK48K56W283162 -  Mileage 188,222 
 
Permission is sought to auction the vehicle via the online police vehicle auction at no 
cost to the Village of Biscayne Park by Bidera Auctions of Miami, Florida.  
 
 
Fiscal/Budget Impact: Revenue from the sale of the vehicle.  
 
 
 
Recommendation: Acceptance at consent 
 
Attachment:  

 Resolution 2019-02 

 
 
 

 
Prepared by: Krishan Manners  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-02 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA DECLARING 

VILLAGE VEHICLE AS SURPLUS 

PROPERTY AND GRANTING THE VILLAGE 

MANAGER AUTHORIZATION TO SELL 

SAID SURPLUS THROUGH BIDERA 

AUCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park owns a 2006 Jeep Utility vehicle that has 

been utilized for several years by Police Department; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Village Administration has determined that this vehicle is no longer 

serviceable due to the deterioration; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds that it is in the best interests of the 

community to declare certain Village vehicle as surplus property and grant the Village 

Manager authority to sell the vehicle; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA: 

 

 

 Section 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof. 

 

 Section 2. The following vehicle is hereby declared surplus property of the Village: 

 

 2006 – Jeep   - 1J4GK48K56W283162 -  Mileage 188,222 

 

 Section 3. The Village Manager is authorized to sell the vehicle through Bidera 

Auctions, with proceeds to be put into the General Fund. 

 

 Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED this  5
th

 day of March , 2019. 

 

       The foregoing resolution upon being 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

 

 

__________________________   Mayor Truppman:  

Tracy Truppman, Mayor    Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella:  

       Commissioner Samaria:   

       Commissioner Tudor:   

       Commissioner Wise:   

 

Attest: 

 

 

__________________________    

Roseann Prado, Village Clerk    

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

__________________________    

 Village Attorney 
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Items # 10-b, 10-c, 10-d 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                 Item # 10-b, 10-c, 10-d  
REGULAR MEETING 
 

 TO:  Honorable Mayor& Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Krishan Manners, Village Manager  
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Resolution 2019-03, 2019-04, 2019-05 Board Member Appointments 
 

 
Background 
 
In accordance with Village Code, the terms of office of the members of certain boards and 
committees shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Village Commission 
meeting. 
 
The normal process would be that: 
 

 Applications are collected and are provided for the Commission’s consideration. 

 Ballots would be provided at the meeting and then the Village Commission, by majority 
vote, would select members for these boards.   

 
All current Parks & Parkway Advisory Board, Public Art Advisory Board and Public Safety 
Advisory Board were provided a Board Application, as well as the same application was made 
available to anyone expressing an interest in becoming a member. E-mails blast was sent out 
as well. To date, the responses received are: 
 

 For the Parks & Parkway Advisory Board, 4 (four) applications were received. 

 For the Public Art Advisory Board, 4 (four) applications were received. 

 For the Public Safety Advisory Board, 5 (five) applications were received.  
 
Attachments 
 

 Resolution 2019-03 Parks & Parkway Advisory Board 

 Applications for Parks & Parkway Advisory Board  

 Resolution 2019-04 Public Art Advisory Board 

 Applications for Public Art Advisory Board  

 Resolution 2019-05 Public Safety Advisory Board 

 Applications for Public Safety Advisory Board 
 

 
Prepared by: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
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 1 
 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-03 3 

 4 

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 5 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 6 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING 7 

THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF 8 

BOARD MEMBERS TO THE PARKS & 9 

PARKWAY ADVISORY BOARD; 10 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  11 
  12 
 13 
 WHEREAS the Village of Biscayne Park has established the Parks & Parkway 14 
Advisory Board consisting of five members and alternates as deemed necessary; and 15 
 16 
 17 
 WHEREAS the Village’s Code of Ordinances states that members of each board 18 
and committee shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Commission 19 
meeting, and that new members may also be appointed; and 20 
 21 
 22 
 WHEREAS, Village residents interested in serving on or continuing to serve on the 23 
Parks & Parkway Advisory Board have submitted a board application for the 24 
Commission’s consideration; and 25 
 26 
 27 
 WHEREAS, following the process whereby board applicants for the board were 28 
placed on a ballot, the Village Commission, by majority vote, re-appointed and/or selected 29 
new board members as follows: 30 
 31 
   32 
 Parks & Parkway Advisory Board: 33 
 34 
   1.  Barbara Kuhl, Member, term expires March 2020 35 
   2.  Mercedez Diaz, Member, term expires March 2020 36 
   3.  Lynn Fischer, Member, term expires March 2020 37 
   4.  Randal Wagoner, Member, term expires March 2020 38 
   5.  Audra McCollum, Member, term expires March 2020 39 
   40 
 41 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF 42 
THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA 43 
 44 
 45 

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are true and correct and hereby 46 

ratified and confirmed by the Village Commission. 47 

 48 

 49 

Section 2. Consistent with the Village’s Code of Ordinances governing boards 50 

and committees, members have been selected to serve on the Parks & Parkway Advisory 51 

Board. 52 

 53 

 54 



Resolution No. 2019-03 
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Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 1 

 2 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19
th

  day of March, 2019. 3 

 4 

The foregoing resolution upon being put to a 5 

vote, the vote was as follows: 6 

 7 

__________________________________ Mayor Truppman: Yes 8 

Tracy Truppman, Mayor   Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella: Yes  9 

      Commissioner Samaria: Yes 10 

      Commissioner Tudor: Yes   11 

      Commissioner Wise: Yes 12 

Attest: 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

______________________________________ 17 

Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 18 

 19 

Approved as to form: 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

______________________________________ 24 

Julia Mandell, Interim Village Attorney 25 

 26 
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 1 
 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-04 3 

 4 

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 5 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 6 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING 7 

THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF 8 

BOARD MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC ART 9 

ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN 10 

EFFECTIVE DATE  11 
  12 
 13 
 WHEREAS the Village of Biscayne Park has established the Public Art Advisory 14 
Board consisting of five members and alternates as deemed necessary; and 15 
 16 
 17 
 WHEREAS the Village’s Code of Ordinances states that members of each board 18 
and committee shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Commission 19 
meeting, and that new members may also be appointed; and 20 
 21 
 22 
 WHEREAS, Village residents interested in serving on or continuing to serve on the 23 
Public Art Advisory Board have submitted a board application for the Commission’s 24 
consideration; and 25 
 26 
 27 
 WHEREAS, following the process whereby board applicants for the board were 28 
placed on a ballot, the Village Commission, by majority vote, re-appointed and/or selected 29 
new board members as follows: 30 
 31 
   32 
 Parks & Parkway Advisory Board: 33 
 34 
   1.  Karen Marinoni, Member, term expires March 2020 35 
   2.  Amy Raymond, Member, term expires March 2020 36 
   3.  Barbara Watts, Member, term expires March 2020 37 
   4.  Susan Weiss, Member, term expires March 2020 38 
   5.  Patrice Bertin, Member, term expires March 2020  39 
   40 
 41 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF 42 
THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA 43 
 44 
 45 

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are true and correct and hereby 46 

ratified and confirmed by the Village Commission. 47 

 48 

 49 

Section 2. Consistent with the Village’s Code of Ordinances governing boards 50 

and committees, members have been selected to serve on the Public Art Advisory Board. 51 

 52 

 53 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 54 
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 1 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of March, 2019. 2 

 3 

The foregoing resolution upon being put to a 4 

vote, the vote was as follows: 5 

 6 

__________________________________ Mayor Truppman: Yes 7 

Tracy Truppman, Mayor   Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella: Yes  8 

      Commissioner Samaria: Yes 9 

      Commissioner Tudor: Yes   10 

      Commissioner Wise: Yes 11 

Attest: 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

______________________________________ 16 

Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 17 

 18 

Approved as to form: 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

______________________________________ 23 

Julia Mandell, Interim Village Attorney 24 

 25 
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 1 
 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-05 3 

 4 

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 5 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 6 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING 7 

THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF 8 

BOARD MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC 9 

SAFETY ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING 10 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  11 
  12 
 13 
 WHEREAS the Village of Biscayne Park has established the Public Safety 14 
Advisory Board consisting of five members and alternates as deemed necessary; and 15 
 16 
 17 
 WHEREAS the Village’s Code of Ordinances states that members of each board 18 
and committee shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Commission 19 
meeting, and that new members may also be appointed; and 20 
 21 
 22 
 WHEREAS, Village residents interested in serving on or continuing to serve on the 23 
Public Safety Advisory Board have submitted a board application for the Commission’s 24 
consideration; and 25 
 26 
 27 
 WHEREAS, following the process whereby board applicants for the board were 28 
placed on a ballot, the Village Commission, by majority vote, re-appointed and/or selected 29 
new board members as follows: 30 
 31 
   32 
 Parks & Parkway Advisory Board: 33 
 34 
   1.  Russel Ely, Member, term expires March 2020 35 
   2.  Gavin McKenzie, Member, term expires March 2020 36 
   3.  Michael Redmond, Member, term expires March 2020 37 
   4.  Louis Rogers, Member, term expires March 2020 38 
   5.  Sandor Scher, Member, term expires March 2020 39 
   40 
 41 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF 42 
THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA 43 
 44 
 45 

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are true and correct and hereby 46 

ratified and confirmed by the Village Commission. 47 

 48 

 49 

Section 2. Consistent with the Village’s Code of Ordinances governing boards 50 

and committees, members have been selected to serve on the Public Safety Advisory 51 

Board. 52 

 53 

 54 
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Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 1 

 2 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of March, 2019. 3 

 4 

The foregoing resolution upon being put to a 5 

vote, the vote was as follows: 6 

 7 

__________________________________ Mayor Truppman: Yes 8 

Tracy Truppman, Mayor   Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella: Yes  9 

      Commissioner Samaria: Yes 10 

      Commissioner Tudor:  Yes   11 

      Commissioner Wise:  Yes 12 

Attest: 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

______________________________________ 17 

Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 18 

 19 

Approved as to form: 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

______________________________________ 24 

Julia Mandell, Interim Village Attorney 25 

 26 
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Item # 10.e 

 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                 Item # 10.e  
REGULAR MEETING 
 

 TO:  Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Krishan Manners, Village Manager 
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Resolution No. 2019-06 Vehicles Donation 
 

 
Recommendation 
 
Acceptance of Resolution 2019-06 Vehicles Donation 
 
Background 
 
The Town of Golden Beach Police Department has offered to donate in good condition 
three Ford Explorers to the Village of Biscayne Park. The vehicles are as follows: 
2008 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63EX8UB32347 Mileage: 100,835 
2008 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63E68UB32345 Mileage:   82,590 
2007 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63E47UB78318 Mileage:   84,553 
These vehicles will be used to supplement the current fleet to assist in the ongoing 
growth of the police department in its continued commitment to excellence. The Village 
has the right to surplus and sell the vehicles at any time after title transfer. 
 
Resource Impact 
 
N/A 
 

Attachment 
 

 Titles 

 Resolution No. 2019-06 Vehicles Donation 
 
Prepared by: Krishan Manners  
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 1 

 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-06 3 

 4 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION 5 

OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA; 6 

ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF VEHICLES 7 

FROM THE CITY OF GOLDEN BEACH POLICE 8 

DEPARTMENT; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE 9 

MANAGER TO ACCEPT TITLE TO THE VEHICLES 10 

TO BE USED WITHIN THE VILLAGE'S POLICE 11 

DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 12 

EFFECTIVE DATE.   13 
 14 

WHEREAS, a donation and gift policy exists in the Village of Biscayne Park which 15 

provides direction to the Village Manager regarding same; and, 16 

 17 

WHEREAS, the Village desires to promote consistency and transparency; and, 18 

 19 

WHEREAS, consistent with the proposed gift policy the Village Manager is seeking 20 

authorization to accept the following vehicles:  21 

 2008 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63EX8UB32347 Mileage: 100,835 22 

 2008 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63E68UB32345 Mileage:   82,590 23 

 2007 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63E47UB78318 Mileage:   84,553; and,  24 

 25 

WHEREAS, the Village Manager would like to accept title to the vehicles and to use 26 

the vehicles to enhance the Village's Police Department fleet; and,  27 

 28 

WHEREAS, the Village Manager, is seeking authorization to accept the vehicles from 29 

the City of Golden Beach Police Department, to have title transferred to the Village, and to 30 

mark and stripe the vehicles for Village police use. 31 

 32 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE 33 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA: 34 
 35 

 36 

 Section 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 37 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof. 38 

 39 

 Section 2. The Mayor and Village Commission authorize the Village Manager to 40 

accept the donation of : 41 

 2008 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63EX8UB32347 Mileage: 100,835 42 

 2008 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63E68UB32345 Mileage:   82,590 43 

 2007 Ford Explorer VIN# 1FMEU63E47UB78318 Mileage:   84,553 44 

 from the City of Golden Beach Police Department, and is authorized to obtain title to the 45 

vehicles and expend such funds as is necessary to make the vehicles part of the Village Police 46 

Department's fleet (striping, identifying markers, etc). 47 

 48 
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 Section 3. The Mayor and Village Commission recognize the generosity of the City 1 

of Golden Beach Police Department, a sister city, and recognizes the efforts of the Village 2 

Manager and her staff in obtaining the donation. 3 

 4 

 Section 4.  This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 5 

 6 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19
th

  day of March, 2019. 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

The foregoing resolution upon being 11 

put to vote, the vote was as follows: 12 

_______________________________ 13 

Tracy Truppman, Mayor     Mayor Truppman: Yes 14 

Vice Mayor Johnson-Sardella: Yes 15 

Commissioner Samaria: Yes 16 

Commissioner Tudor: Yes 17 

Commissioner Wise: Yes 18 

Attest: 19 

 20 

 21 

_____________________________________ 22 

Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 23 

 24 

Approved as to form: 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

______________________________________ 29 

Village Attorney 30 

 31 
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VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 11.a  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 TO:  Mayor and Members of the Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Krishan Manners 
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Discussion of Village Attorney  
 
 

 
Background 
 
On July 30, 2018, the Village Commission engaged the firm of GrayRobinson PA to 
provide legal services to the Village. On February 8, 2019, the Village received a letter 
from GrayRobinson PA indicating that the attorney serving as lead council, John Herin, 
Jr. had moved to Fox Rothschild LLP.  
 
In the letter received on February 8, 2019, three options were provided for 
consideration:  
 

1. Remain with GrayRobinson PA 
2. Move and transfer files to Fox Rothschild LLP 
3. Move and transfer files to different attorney/firm 

 
A special meeting was held on February 12, 2019 to discuss how the Commission 
wanted to proceed. At the meeting on February 12, 2019, the Commission directed staff 
to:  
 

1. Ask GrayRobinson PA who will be the lead council for the Village moving forward 
to ensure the Village has proper legal representation regarding all legal matters, 
and, 

2. Obtain information from both GrayRobinson PA and Fox Rothschild LLP and 
submit to the Commission for review.  

 
Firms would not be asked to present at this meeting.  
 
 

Both items were to be completed prior to the next meeting,  at which time the 
Commission will consider next steps. 
  
Recommendations  
N/A 
 
Resource Impact 
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TBD 
 
 
Attachment(s) 

 Letter received February 8, 2019 from GrayRobinson PA 

 GrayRobinson PA Packet 

 Fox Rothschild LLC Packet 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Staff 



 

 

 

 

Information concerning Fox 
Rothschild for: 

 

 

 

Mayor and Village Commission 

Village of Biscayne Park  

640 N.E. 114
th

 Street 

Biscayne Park, FL 33161 

 

 
 

John Herin 
One Biscayne Tower 

2 South Biscayne Blvd., Suite 2750 

Miami FL 33131 

T: 786.501.7378 

jherin@foxrothschild.com 
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At A Glance 

Fox Rothschild is a national law firm delivering strategic and practical solutions for clients. We are innovative 

and entrepreneurial – a spirit that attracts some of the brightest legal talent from across the country. 

Home to more than 900 attorneys in 27 offices coast to coast, Fox offers a team of accomplished professionals 

who have honed their legal skills in government and industry.  

We appreciate the fluctuating nature of today’s competitive business environment and are skilled at crafting 

legal solutions that enable our clients to achieve outcomes that may once have seemed impossible. When you 

choose Fox, you choose an adviser as dedicated to your success as you are. 

We serve a wide range of clients, from Fortune 500 corporations to startups, family-owned businesses, 

educational institutions, nonprofit organizations and individuals. 
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Recognized 

Fox attorneys are frequently recognized for their excellent work, both by clients and within the legal industry. 

Recent awards and recognition include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resourceful 

We are innovative and entrepreneurial. Our value-driven, business-minded approach is what you should expect 

in your law firm. This is more important than ever in today’s economy. We offer a comprehensive range of legal 

services in more than 60 practice areas in nine core areas of law: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

foxrothschild.com  
12 

Industries 

We partner closely with clients to understand their business objectives and the unique challenges they face, 

working across a broad range of industries, including: 

 
Construction 

 

 
Education 

 
Entertainment 

 

 Fashion 

 

Federal Government 

Contracts 

 

 
Financial Services 

 

Franchising 

 

 
Gaming 

 
Health Care 

 

 Hospitality 

 

Infrastructure and 

Development 

 

 
Insurance 

 
Life Sciences 

 

 
Manufacturing 

 
Medical Technology 

 

 
Real Estate 

 
Retail 

 

 
Securities 

 

Technology 

 

 

Transportation and 

Logistics 
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Government Relations 
Attorneys in Fox Rothschild's Government Relations Practice Group have been significantly involved in 

legislative, administrative, and regulatory matters in Florida, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and Nevada, 

as well as at the local and federal levels. Our legislative efforts include drafting bills, resolutions and 

amendments, research and analysis of legislative issues, and firsthand communication with legislators and 

executive branch officials. 

Fox's regulatory assistance includes working with clients before state agencies. We also are experienced in 

challenging statutes and administrative decisions in the courts. 

The Government Relations Practice Group works with businesses and state and local governments regarding 

government contracts, compliance with state ethics, and lobbying registration requirements. We also work with 

local governments regarding the expenditure of funds. 

Our attorneys consider how to best accomplish a client's objectives in the legislative, administrative, and 

judicial branches of government and then proactively aid clients in seeking successful outcomes. Fox's lawyer-

advocates are skilled draftspersons and can analyze proposed bills and rules considering constitutional 

questions and other potential statutory or administrative law conflicts. In addition, our lawyers have first-hand 

legal knowledge of complicated election, ethics, lobbying, and contracting law, and can work with you and 

your business to assist in creating and maintaining laws and regulations that will help your business prosper. 

Services 

Our Government Relations attorneys bring a mix of state and federal political, legislative, and administrative 

background to their work. Services we provide include: 

 Legislative Advocacy 

 Regulatory & Administrative Law 

 Government Contracting Law 

 Government Ethics & Lobbying Services Law 

 Election & Campaign Finance Law 

 Legal Support for Associations and Registered Lobbyists 

  



 

 

 

foxrothschild.com  
14 

Government Litigation 
We have broad and significant experience advising municipal and governmental clients on litigation, 

compliance, and risk management, and we are involved in legislative, administrative, and regulatory matters at 

local, state, and federal levels. Our team has a longstanding and successful history of working with government 

bodies as participants on commissions, solicitors, serving on government-appointed committees, and 

appearing before courts and regulatory agencies. We represent our government clients in disputes relating to 

bids and contracts, construction and public works projects, tax assessments, bankruptcy, and employment 

issues, among many others.  

We find that thorough risk assessments and sound, pragmatic advice reduce the likelihood of litigation. 

However, if litigation becomes necessary or advisable, our team is composed of seasoned litigators with 

decades of trial experience, which includes handling a wide variety of litigation matters for government 

entities. We frequently handle matters in local, state, and federal courts at the trial and appellate levels 

involving issues that affect local governments and organizations, and we customize strategies tailored to our 

clients’ goals, both long and short term. We’re especially proud of our work in class-action litigation where we 

have a track record of securing important legal victories early on, sometimes shutting down cases completely 

or significantly narrowing the scope in ways that save our clients time and money.  

Although we serve a diverse range of clients, they echo a common theme as to why they chose Fox: our 

commitment to delivering practical advice. We understand that clients want more than just quality work, so we 

focus on providing innovative guidance that aligns with their goals and objectives. Our pragmatic approach is 

evidenced by what we consider the top compliment we’ve received from clients: we treat their issues and their 

organizations as if they were our own. 

Our litigation services include: 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution 

 Appellate 

 Bankruptcy 

 Class Actions 

 Employment Litigation 

 Eminent Domain/Condemnation 

 Immigration 

 Intellectual Property 

 Tax Litigation 

 White Collar Compliance & Defense 
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Representative examples of our work include: 

 Acted as special counsel to a municipality in a federal court action involving a purported bid protest 

arising from a public works project. Secured a dismissal of all claims against the municipality by a 

motion to dismiss.   

 Represented an assessment appeal board in a tax immunity dispute having widespread implications 

for school districts and municipalities throughout Pennsylvania. 

 Represented a municipality in a multi-million dollar construction dispute in federal court, securing 

dismissal of the lawsuit. 

 Represented a school district in significant state court litigation arising from a contract for architectural 

services and bankruptcy court litigation related to the bankruptcy and subsequent trusteeship of the 

architectural firm.  

 Represented numerous school districts in dozens of tax assessment appeals. 

 Represented a city in claims brought against it by a private utility company for negligence in carrying 

out a sewer repair project.  

 Successfully defended a waste treatment facility in a toxic tort case by having the case dismissed by 

summary judgment. 

 Successfully represented a school district in defending a whistle blower’s claim brought by a former 

business manager, as the result of allegations of improprieties on the part of school administrators in 

reporting grant money.  

 Represented various municipalities in bankruptcy avoidance actions and Chapter 9 filings. 

 Represented school districts in various employment disputes. 
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Environmental 
Businesses of every size and in a broad range of industries have come to recognize the advantages of not only 

complying with environmental law, but also planning for what lies ahead – for themselves and their customers. 

Whether you are facing complex litigation involving issues like toxic torts or air pollution, seeking to “green” 

for efficiency, looking for energy and utility advice, or buying or selling a business or property, we can help you 

navigate increasingly difficult challenges. 

Our attorneys know the science, regulations and case law that impact environmental concerns. We know how 

to work, negotiate and litigate with government agencies such as federal and state environmental protection 

agencies. We know your business and are responsive and flexible in meeting your needs. Our Environmental 

Law Practice offers extensive experience across the broad spectrum of environmental law, from compliance 

advice to litigation. 

We have a national record of strong results on behalf of clients in areas such as: 

 Environmental litigation 

 Environmental aspects of transactions and due diligence 

 Permitting 

 Compliance and enforcement 

 Site remediation 

 Product and take-back requirements 

 Sustainable “green” development 

Experienced Advocacy for All of Your Needs 

Our attorneys include seasoned litigators with decades of trial experience. We know what it takes to evaluate 

risk fairly and avoid disputes. We approach dispute resolution pragmatically but are well-equipped to handle 

large, complex litigation. Our lawyers have led multiparty Superfund groups to successful settlements and 

litigated Superfund claims to verdict. We have brought and defended citizen suits; defended product liability 

and toxic tort claims; and successfully appealed permits, orders and penalty assessments in administrative 

tribunals. 

We also help get deals done. Our extensive experience in structuring and documenting transactions to 

enhance client value and minimize short and long-term environment-related risks provides meaningful 

safeguards to the companies we represent. We have developed language for environmental disclosures, LEED 

compliance, indemnities, access agreements, remediation agreements, leases, stock purchase agreements, real 

estate purchase and sale agreements, restrictive covenants and deed restrictions. We also develop and 

negotiate contract language to implement corporate and social responsibility goals and to engage vendors for 

environmental consulting, EHS outsourcing, recycling and hazardous waste relationships. 
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Our combined experience has helped us to work successfully with clients on a range of key environmental 

issues, including: 

 Air 

 Alternative energy sources and utilities 

regulation 

 Brownfield redevelopment 

 Civil and criminal enforcement 

 Corporate and commercial transactions 

 Emerging technology 

 End of life, takeback and recycling 

 Energy 

 Environmental management systems 

 Hazardous waste 

 Health and safety 

 Land use and real estate 

 Municipal and residual waste 

 Natural resource damages 

 REACH and RoHS and other product 

requirements 

 Sewage planning 

 Stormwater management 

 Superfund 

 Toxic tort 

 Water 

 Other regulatory programs and 

compliance

 

Our lawyers are also well-versed in developing areas of environmental law and policy, including climate change 

and greenhouse gases, chemical restriction and registration rules, Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED) certification and green building. 

At Fox Rothschild, clients have access to all of the experience and talent of our Environmental Law Practice, 

backed by the resources of our national network of attorneys working in 60 areas, including real estate, 

corporate, litigation, zoning and land use, energy and more. Together, we can handle your environmental 

needs. 

Services 

 Environmental litigation in state and federal courts 

 Environmental aspects of business and real estate transactions 

 Collaboration with corporate counsel to implement environmental management systems, design 

environmental programs and comply with legal requirements 

 Regulation of discharge of hazardous materials into the environment (air/water/soil) 

 All compliance and related aspects of siting and redeveloping properties, including: 

o Brownfields development 

o Wetlands 

o Stormwater 

o Above- or below-ground tankage 

o Endangered species and ecological concerns 

o LEED certification 

 ISRA compliance 

 Environmental permitting (air and water) 

 CERCLA (Superfund) 
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 New Jersey's Spill Act compliance 

 Pennsylvania's Land Recycling Act (Act 2) and HSCA compliance 

 Site remediation 

 Natural resource damages 

 Environmental regulation 

 Toxic torts 

 Vapor intrusion 

Recent Matters 

Environmental Practice Matters 

 Advised on the environmental aspects of a corporate acquisition valued at more than $10 billion. 

 Helped sell a Superfund site in a high-end commercial district. 

 Helped a small business acquire a parking lot where an oil company continues to monitor 

groundwater. 

 Successfully defended a waste treatment company in a toxic tort case by winning a Daubert motion 

excluding an expert’s testimony and having the case dismissed on summary judgment before it 

reached a jury. 

 Participated as counsel – often in leadership roles – in virtually every one of New Jersey’s multiparty 

environmental cases, from U.S. v. Price to Passaic River. 

 Counseled clients on compliance with New Jersey’s Industrial Site Recovery Act (ISRA - formerly ECRA) 

as to more than 100 sites. 

 Serve as environmental counsel to a large international gaming company redeveloping a former 

shipyard into a casino and harness track. 

 Serve as outside environmental counsel to an international manufacturer on a brownfield 

redevelopment project to enable expansion of its facility. 

 Defended an international manufacturer of gas springs in a complex federal litigation alleging 

pollution of a public water supply well. 

 Serve as overall Environmental Remediation Coordinating Counsel for a Fortune 25 multinational 

manufacturing company. 

 Serve as counsel on air-permitting and solid waste issues to a publicly traded owner and operator of 

resource recovery facilities in Pennsylvania. 

 Represent Pennsylvania’s first planned platinum LEED Certified community. 

 Serve as common counsel for CERCLA (Superfund) actions for the Metcoa Radiation Site representing 

some 160 parties. 

 Represented the seller in what is believed to be the first transaction under New Jersey’s Brownfields 

Law. 

 Act as liaison counsel for the third-party defendants in the Pennsauken Landfill litigation, involving 

more than 200 parties. 

 Represent an international pharmaceutical company on all land use and zoning aspects for a new 

corporate headquarters and manufacturing facility. 

 Represent a national biosolids company on regulatory compliance and litigation relating to land 

applications. 



 

 

 

foxrothschild.com  
14 

 Serve as mergers and acquisitions counsel on environmental issues for a multinational electronics 

company. 

 Serve as counsel on air, water and waste matters, as well as health and safety matters, for facilities 

throughout the country. 

 Assist landowners with negotiating new and existing oil and gas leases for the Marcellus Shale natural 

gas reserve to optimize the economics of the lease while minimizing the disruption to the landowner's 

surface use. 
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Zoning and Land Use 

Fox Rothschild’s Zoning and Land Use attorneys are active champions of our clients’ right to do business and 

aggressively focus their efforts on helping clients achieve their objectives in zoning and land use activities, in 

real estate development work, and where necessary, in litigation proceedings. With a national practice, we are 

one of the largest and most experienced zoning and land use practices in Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey 

and Delaware.  

Services 

We deliver swift and effective service as a project evolves – from pre-acquisition to disposition and all phases 

in between. We have extensive experience in: 

Zoning and Land Use Related Permits and Approvals 

 Subdivision approvals for new residential housing developments 

 Redevelopment projects including redevelopment agreements and financial incentives 

 Land development approvals for new office, industrial and commercial developments and for the 

renovation and expansion of existing projects 

 Rezonings and zone amendments 

 Conditional use permits and approvals, variances, special exceptions and certificates 

 Highway-related permits from local and state agencies 

 Environmental permits, approvals, clearances and releases from environmental liability from local and 

state agencies 

 Military base reuse 

 General Plan amendments and Specific Plans 

 Compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

 Compliance with affordable housing regulations 

 Compliance with aesthetic and design review regulations 

 Negotiating and documenting vested rights to pursue a real estate development 

 Negotiation of exactions, dedications and development impact fees 

 Compliance with government open meeting and public records laws during the development process 

Real Estate Development 

 Land use due diligence and site feasibility analysis 

 Structuring public private partnerships between developers and cities, counties and other 

governmental agencies 

 Agreements for the acquisition and sale of all types of real estate 

 Real estate tax assessment appeals 

 Condemnation/eminent domain claims 

 Condominium and planned community documentation 
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 Loan documentation 

 Miscellaneous site development documentation, including easements, restrictive covenants, cross-

easements, declarations and municipal development/escrow agreements 

 Leasing documentation, including the leasing of public trust lands and port district property 

 Preparation of land use initiatives and referenda for public vote 

 Partnership and limited liability company agreements 

Litigation Proceedings Related to the Zoning and Land Use Process 

 Land use appeals and mandamus actions in the local courts 

 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) litigation 

 Appeals to the appellate courts 

 Federal 1983, equal protection and due process claims 

 Injunctions 

 Disputes under agreements of sale 

 Disputes between property owners 

 Code enforcement 

Environmental-Related Services 

 Environmental aspects development projects 

 Regulation of discharge of hazardous materials into the environment (air/water/soil) 

 Sustainability and climate change regulation 

 All compliance and related aspects of siting and redeveloping properties, including: 

 Brownfields development 

 Wetlands 

 Stormwater 

 Above- or below-ground tankage 

 Endangered species and ecological concernsPreservation of historic structures under federal and state 

laws 

 Analysis of available water supplies for development 

 Geologic and seismic hazards 

 Greenhouse gas emissions 

 Sea level rise and development within flood plains 

 Sustainable energy facilities, such as solar, wind and geothermal 

 LEED certification, GreenPoint rating, CalGreen compliance (including optional tiers) 

 Biotechnology and medical facility impacts and hazards 

 Mitigating the impact of development on public services 

Additionally, we work closely with our colleagues in the firm’s condemnation and eminent domain, 

construction law and litigation practice areas. We leverage the depth and breadth of our national network of 

attorneys to provide clients with excellent and cost-effective legal representation. It is one of the reasons our 

client retention is so high. Not surprisingly, our clients often refer their industry colleagues to us for their most 

important real estate development projects. 



 

 

 

foxrothschild.com  
26 

Recent Matters 

 Represented a developer for a redevelopment project consisting of 1200 residential units and more 

than 400,000 square feet of commercial space. 

 Represented billboard advertising company in exclusionary zoning litigation and obtained a favorable 

settlement leading to an ordinance that allowed new billboards. 

 Represented a national bank and a national fast food restaurant navigating their application 

successfully through several hearings in the face of a newly enacted design standards ordinance. We 

secured a use variance and site plan approval for two primary uses on a single lot where such 

development was prohibited. 

 Litigated and successfully settled a downzoning challenge to a series of predatory municipal 

ordinances. 

 Secured approvals for a 500,000 sq. foot redevelopment project anchored by both one of the world's 

largest retailers and a major home improvement specialty store. 

 Successfully litigated a builders remedy action, resulting in a property development of 185 units where 

prior zoning only permitted 17 homes. 

 Obtained final major site plan approval for a new, 24-story hotel tower and structured parking garage 

addition and a new 2100-room hotel and casino project. 

 Represented a developer in Egg Harbor Township with a 660 unit residential development project. 

 Obtained land development approval for a 300,000 square foot shopping center. 

 Obtained zoning relief and subdivision approval in connection with a residential cluster development. 

 Obtained multiple variances from the zoning hearing board to permit development of a 300+ unit golf 

course community. 

 Obtained final subdivision plan approval for a residential subdivision. 

 Obtained final land development approval for the construction of a new automobile dealership. 

 Represented a national financial institution in obtaining several variances from the zoning hearing 

board and final land development approval. 

 Obtained final land development/conditional use approval for a continuing care facility and office 

complex. 

 Obtained final land development approval and variances for a 400,000 sq. ft. shopping center. 

 Obtained final land development approval for a 90,000 sq. ft. office and commercial complex. 

 Negotiated an agreement with the Bedminster Township Municipal Authority in Bucks County New 

Jersey to construct a new sewage treatment plant and obtained subscription agreements with 

developers for connections to the new plant. 

 Obtained final subdivision approvals for several high density residential subdivisions. 

 Obtained multiple variances from the zoning hearing board to enable a new office/retail complex. 

 Represented a developer in the rezoning of a development parcel near the Delaware River in 

Philadelphia for a residential high rise. 

 Represented a developer with approvals for multiple self-storage facilities in Philadelphia and the 

surrounding suburbs. 

 Obtained approval on behalf of client, Ian Schrager Company, for a large planned hotel on the Lower 

East Side of New York City. 



 

 

 

foxrothschild.com  
27 

 Represented the developer of a master planned community in San Diego, California, with build out of 

more than 4,500 residential units, more than 500,000 square feet of retail and office space, three new 

elementary schools, recycled water system and other supporting infrastructure. 

 Prepared land use measure for ballot in Bay Area city for proposed redevelopment of 900-acre naval 

air station for more than 4,300 residential units, three million square feet of commercial uses, 600 boat 

slips and 145 acres of open space. 

 Represented a national medical provider in the development of a more than 1.2 million square foot 

hospital and medical office building complex in southern California. 

 Represented a developer in the land use entitlement and environmental review of a new town 

development in Los Angeles County consisting of approximately 20,000 residential units and 14 million 

square feet of commercial space. 

 Advised clients in the redevelopment of a portion of the former Fort Ord military base into a resort 

community with three hotels, residential multifamily properties, retail and office uses. 

 Counseled clients in the preparation of environmental impact reports pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act for new development projects in northern and southern California. 

 Represented a developer in the approval of a memorandum of understanding for a proposed major 

league soccer stadium in the Bay Area. 

 Drafted covenants, conditions and restrictions governing the development of a major league baseball 

stadium and adjacent development. 

 Represented a water supply company in obtaining approvals for a new state-of-the-art aquifer storage 

and recovery facility. 
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Labor & Employment 
In a climate of increasingly complex workplace regulations, employers need strategies that result in productive 

and cost-effective business outcomes. From labor relations and discrimination claims to employee benefits, Fox 

Rothschild offers timely, creative and aggressive advice and solutions that resolve — and even prevent — 

disputes and costly litigation. 

Services 

 Affirmative action programs and OFCCP compliance 

 Employee benefits and compensation planning 

 Employee privacy and background checks 

 Employment and wage and hour class actions 

 Employment counseling, policy developments and audits 

 Employment litigation 

 Employment training 

 Immigration 

 Labor management relations 

 Staffing law 

 Unfair competition and trade secrets 

 Wage and hour law 

 Workplace safety and health 

Employment Counseling, Policy Developments & Audits 

Every workplace needs appropriate policies, procedures and auditing systems in order to function in the 

evolving world of employment law. While many policies and procedures are required by law, even those not 

state or federally mandated can serve as essential protection against legal claims. At an even more basic level, 

consistent policies are needed to assure equality of treatment across all employment levels. Treating 

employees consistently based on appropriately established policies is one of the most effective ways to 

prevent lawsuits and decrease employee turnover. 

At Fox Rothschild, we understand the types of employment issues that arise in the workplace. We know that 

“one size does not fit all,” and we draft policies and procedures to best protect employers in myriad industries 

of all sizes and types. We have also learned from the litigation context how policies, procedures, audits and 

training (or the lack thereof) are viewed and what practices put employers in the best position to defend 

against claims. 

Preventative audits to assess liability, alleviate concerns and update employment practices are an essential 

service we provide to help clients continually recalibrate in an ever-shifting legal landscape. Our teams work 

with our clients to comprehensively assess risk in the workplace with an eye toward avoiding future liability. 
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Whether through drafting an employee handbook, providing harassment training, reviewing a job application 

or salary matrix, designing a disciplinary or evaluation form, creating checklists for new hires or terminations, 

vetting a reduction-in-force or reorganization plan, reviewing payroll practices or drafting a policy for a 

particular workplace challenge, Fox Rothschild’s team uses its extensive experience and practical approach to 

meet the individual needs of an employer. 

Employment Litigation 

Our employment litigation practice includes trial and appellate work before all state and federal courts and 

agencies in addition to arbitrations. Our attorneys have experience in litigating matters involving the full range 

of employment issues, including claims of age, disability, sex and race discrimination and retaliation; sexual 

harassment; wrongful discharge; whistle-blower violations, noncompete, nondisclosure and trade secret 

disputes; defamation; fraud; invasion of privacy; public policy violations; and a wide variety of other common 

law and statutory claims arising in the employment context. 

All of our employment litigators are members of the firm’s Labor and Employment Department and have the 

regulatory knowledge to advise clients daily about the implications of the employment laws under which they 

litigate. We apply the same practical know-how to handling employment litigation that we use in advising our 

clients. 

Our first step in every litigation matter is to work with the client to determine its goals for representation—be 

it to aggressively defend to the end, resolve expeditiously and/or settle early; or something in between. We 

understand the cost/benefit analysis that employers and insurers must undertake in determining the 

appropriate response to litigation. We provide legal insights and candid assessments to our clients with an eye 

toward expediting the process and providing cost-effective, efficient and sound representation. In every 

litigation, we evaluate the merits of the case early and formulate a defense strategy tailored to achieving the 

client’s needs and objectives. 

We pride ourselves on successful case management through proper staffing, efficient use of information 

technology during discovery and at trial, coupled with a refusal to reinvent the wheel at our clients’ expense. 

Firmwide accessibility to years of practical legal experience allows us to provide the high-quality representation 

our clients have come to expect without the extra cost other firms may incur to come up-to-speed on the 

nuances of employment law. 

Our billing rates and fee arrangements are competitive with those of comparable firms. Our commitment to 

high-quality representation at a competitive price has earned Fox Rothschild the loyalty of our employer 

clients. It has also resulted in our appointment to a number of select EPL and D&O insurance panels as well as 

the approval to handle cases with carriers on a case-by-case basis. 

Employment Class Actions 

Employment class actions often share common traits, including the potential for significant liability, the 

likelihood of adverse publicity and a direct adverse impact on current employee relations. But these lawsuits 
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are at the same time unique, with each requiring skilled, strategic and customized legal advice to combat the 

challenges, thwart the claims (both procedurally and substantively) and help employers meet their overall 

business goals without interruption. 

Fox Rothschild’s team of labor and employment attorneys has successfully resolved complex employment-

related class and collective action claims in federal and state courts and in a broad range of industries. We 

defend employers in claims arising out of tip pooling, meal/rest periods, overtime, off-the-clock work, 

employee misclassification, harassment, equal pay, employment discrimination and employee benefits. We 

have deep experience in all federal and state employment laws, including the Fair Labor Standards Act and 

state law equivalents. 

By defeating class certification, obtaining summary judgment or using alternative dispute resolution methods, 

our attorneys effectively and efficiently help employers avert or minimize liability related to class actions. If a 

case proceeds to trial, we implement extensive cost-saving mechanisms to manage the case for our clients. 

Recent decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court are opening doors for employer-defendants and helping to 

balance the playing field just a bit. However, this area of the law continues to evolve. Fox attorneys continually 

monitor the outcomes of state and federal court decisions and report to our clients via weekly email 

distributions and our various employment law blogs. 

Employment Training 

A rapidly increasing number of states and localities have laws or regulations that require employers to conduct 

a wide variety of workforce training(s). Even when training is not mandated by law, case law strongly 

encourages employers to be proactive and to provide training to both managers and employees on a regular 

basis. Best practices also suggest that preventative training increases employee satisfaction and retention. 

We routinely offer training to our clients’ employees, wherever they are located, on numerous issues, including: 

 Harassment Prevention for Managers (required in California) 

 Harassment Prevention (or Workplace Values) for Employees 

 Employment Law Updates 

 Effective Management Skills 

 Employee Relations/Discipline and Discharge 

 Effective Documentation 

 Best Practices for Hiring and Firing 

 Independent Contractor v. Employee Status 

 Union Avoidance 

 Administering Union Contracts 

 How To Conduct an Internal Investigation 

 Wage and Hour Compliance 

 Leaves of Absences, including the FMLA, ADA, workers’ compensation, pregnancy/maternity and 

various state laws (and the combination thereof) 
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 Employee Benefits/Health Care Reform 

 Immigration Law/I-9 Compliance 

 Religious Discrimination and Accommodation 

 Social Media in the Workplace 

 Violence in the Workplace 

 Safety and Security 

 Litigation Strategies 

Fox Rothschild attorneys who provide training to our clients and to organizations in the communities where we 

practice are renowned for offering educational programs that are relevant, engaging, practical and enjoyable. 

Wage & Hour Law 

Wage and hour concerns represent one of the most substantial potential liabilities employers face today. 

Every employer, regardless of size is vulnerable to these claims, and the costs of defending, settling or (worst 

of all) losing can be extreme. Both federal and state laws govern this area, with state law typically more 

restrictive and expansive than the federal counterparts. Because of the maze of wage and hour rules and 

regulations, the number of ways for employers to run afoul of the law is vast, and the penalties for even minor 

violations can far exceed the arguable harm caused. Those regulations, paired with increased government 

enforcement actions, a more activist plaintiffs’ bar and a wealth of information available at employees’ 

fingertips, pose significant challenges for employers. 

Fox Rothschild’s nationwide team of labor and employment attorneys has years of experience working with 

employers in a wide range of industries. From that experience, we understand that the only way for employers 

to “win” a wage dispute is to avoid the dispute in the first place. We guide clients on how to comply with the 

various wage and hour laws they face and are available to audit their current payroll practices and correct areas 

that may be out of compliance with the ever-changing wage and hour rules governing their businesses. And, if 

a wage and hour claim is made against them, we have the experience to aggressively defend individual, 

collective and class action claims in federal or state court and before the federal and state agencies that 

enforce these laws. Our lawyers have litigated, and are litigating, such class/collective actions throughout the 

country.  



 

 

 

foxrothschild.com  
32 

We provide employers with comprehensive representation on wage and hour issues involving: 

 Employee misclassification (exempt v. nonexempt) 

 Independent contractor status 

 Pre- and post-shift activities, such as “donning and doffing” and other off-the-clock activities 

 Travel, on-call and other “working” time 

 Tipped employee issues, including tip pools and the tip credit 

 Motor carrier exemptions 

 Meal periods and rest breaks 

 Commissions and bonuses, including retail sales commissions and outside sales exemption 

 Overtime calculations and proper rate of pay 

Fox Rothschild attorneys also keep clients informed of the latest cases, news and changes in wage and hour 

law through our numerous employment law blogs, including: 
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Real Estate 
Customized Solutions From a Full-Service Team 

At Fox Rothschild, our team of professionals is at the ready to help clients maximize real estate opportunities, 

whether portfolio transactions or deals involving a single property. Our attorneys are well versed in key areas, 

such as acquisitions, sales, leasing, financing, zoning, land use, construction, tax appeals and condemnation. 

We bring a multifaceted perspective to each real estate opportunity and help to identify and address risks and 

develop practical strategies to meet clients’ needs. 

With years of experience navigating the real estate market in both upswings and downturns, we are skilled at 

considering a client’s motivation and objectives to advise on the best course of action for each real estate 

opportunity and challenge. We assist owners, developers, investors, lenders, real estate professionals, design 

firms, landlords, tenants, financial institutions, syndicators, insurance companies and many other clients. 

Additionally, throughout our network of offices, Fox Rothschild attorneys maintain key connections at the 

federal and state level with established and emerging players in the real estate market. 

Services 

We provide representation in connection with: 

Acquisitions 

We assist clients in the acquisition of property, directly and through the purchase of distressed debt, for the 

development, construction, leasing and sale of office buildings, shopping centers, retail properties, hotels and 

casinos, hospitals and medical centers, commercial and industrial facilities, residential/multifamily properties, 

mixed-use projects and more. We handle a wide range of complex acquisitions for real estate owners, REITs, 

lenders and other corporate clients, as well as for municipalities and other public entities, with the goal of 

structuring the transactions to the benefit of our clients. We manage all aspects of the site acquisition, 

including title, purchase agreements, joint development agreements, reciprocal easement agreements, access 

agreements, municipal agreements and approvals and developer agreements. 

Sales 

We also represent clients seeking to dispose of property and distressed debt secured by real estate. We help 

structure the deal to be advantageous to our clients and address all related issues, including closing 

requirements, tax-free exchanges, ground lease matters, title and survey concerns and other due diligence 

issues. We have handled the sale of both occupied and vacant commercial, retail and industrial facilities; 

residential properties; office buildings; land; mixed-use projects; and more. Because our firm handles both 

acquisitions and dispositions, we are well-versed in the issues of greatest importance to both sides and focus 

our efforts accordingly on closing the transaction to the greatest satisfaction of our client in the particular deal 

at hand. 
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Leasing 

A well-negotiated lease can save a client time and money. With that in mind, we structure and negotiate leases 

for both landlords and tenants to reduce business and legal risks, so that the final lease document achieves 

maximum, practical protection of our client's interests. We handle a variety of leasing transactions for various 

properties, including office, retail, industrial and manufacturing facilities. We have experience negotiating 

build-to-suit leases, ground leases, subleases, bond type leases, sale-leaseback transactions and leases for 

franchisors and franchisees. 

Joint Ventures 

We assist in the formation of strategic joint ventures for commercial real estate property and for the provision 

of capital or loans for project funding. We advise clients on the full range of risks and responsibilities related to 

the venture and help structure the entity and formulate operating or partnership agreements, including any 

buy/sell or transfer provisions, and consider all capital contributions and tax implications that may impact the 

venture. When necessary, we also assist clients in exiting the venture and resolving any disputes over control 

rights and management. 

Real Estate Capital Markets 

We have a robust real estate capital markets practice headed by attorneys with deep experience in, and 

connections to, the Midwest’s thriving financial services and real estate industries. Commercial lenders, 

borrowers, private equity funds, publicly traded REITS, municipalities and other public entities call on us for 

help with acquisitions and dispositions, fund formations, securitizations, private placements, joint ventures, 

credit lease and sale/leaseback financings and commercial lending and leasing. We advise a range of asset 

classes, including commercial, retail, office, land, industrial, medical office, student housing, hospitality, senior 

living, self-storage and mixed use entities. 

Financing 

We represent financial institutions, borrowers, owners and users in structuring and documenting loans, capital 

transactions and credit facilities involving REITS, developers and owners and operators of real estate. We also 

assist developers with loans (including construction, permanent and mezzanine loans) and refinancings for a 

range of property uses, including land acquisition and residential, historical, hotel, office, retail and mixed-use 

space. We have assisted clients with mortgages, synthetic leasing, portfolio and mezzanine finance, sale 

leasebacks, structured debt and REIT financings. 

Commercial Foreclosures and Workouts 

Our team understands that, for clients confronting the challenging situation of foreclosures and loan defaults 

on commercial properties, there is no “one size fits all” solution. We have extensive experience assisting 

corporate clients, including distressed companies and their boards, executives and business owners, 

management teams, creditors and investors in determining the most appropriate path for each individual 

situation. We know that foreclosure due to defaulting on commercial loans is not inevitable, and we provide 

counsel on the various ways to avoid foreclosure, including forbearance, loan modification, short sale, 

defending the foreclosure, and deed in lieu of foreclosure. When foreclosure is the only possible route, Fox 
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attorneys represent clients in all aspects of the workout of troubled and failed complex commercial and real 

estate loans, with an eye toward implementing creative, cost-effective solutions. Finally, based on our decades 

of experience in the commercial foreclosure and workout area, we have developed a practice that focuses, in 

large part, on bankruptcy and foreclosure prevention: We help clients avoid or minimize the adverse effects of 

financial crises through development of contingency plans and alternatives to bankruptcy. 

Zoning and Land Use 

Our attorneys deliver swift and effective service as a project evolves – from pre-acquisition to disposition and 

all phases in between. We tackle subdivision approvals for new residential housing developments; land 

development approvals for new office, industrial and commercial developments and for the renovation and 

expansion of existing projects; rezonings; conditional use approvals, variances, special exceptions and 

certificates; highway-related permits; and environmental permits, approvals, clearances and releases from 

environmental liability. 

Condemnation 

Whether you are a condemnor looking to get your project moving and completed in the most cost-effective 

way, or a condemnee looking to contest a condemnation or increase your compensation, Fox Rothschild 

attorneys can help. We provide assistance with pre-condemnation planning, project management, 

redevelopment projects, challenges to condemnation, determination of just compensation, litigation and 

creative settlements. 

Hotels and Motels 

Fox Rothschild is well-known within the hotel/motel and hospitality industries for our proactive approach to 

client representation. We represent independent and franchise owners, boutique hotel groups, operators and 

management companies throughout the United States and abroad, and both full-service and limited-service 

hoteliers in the negotiation and documentation of acquisitions and dispositions; financing arrangements; hotel 

management agreements; franchise agreements; and a variety of contractual and personnel issues, including 

vendor transactions and supplier contracts; workouts and bankruptcies; labor contract negotiations and 

disputes; and zoning and land use issues. 

Tax Appeals 

We work with clients to help ensure they pay only their fair share of property taxes based on a fair assessment. 

We understand the nuances of tax and real estate law and how it applies to each individual case. While we are 

ready to go to court and litigate your cause if needed, we understand that costs are always an issue and seek 

out alternative solutions as appropriate. We evaluate the valuation of residential properties as well as 

commercial properties such as shopping centers, office buildings, marinas, hotels, apartment buildings, casinos, 

malls, refineries, service stations, manufacturing facilities/plants and environmentally troubled properties. 

Public/Private Development Partnerships 

Whether it’s a business searching for economic development incentives for a new facility or a complex project 

for a government or municipality involving its infrastructure, our attorneys are adept at maneuvering through 
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the maze of government bureaucracies to coordinate joint projects between the private sector and 

governments or municipalities. Our services include negotiating financing terms with lenders and institutional 

investors; drafting and negotiating lease and concession agreements; representing private entities in obtaining 

tax credits and subsidized financing; obtaining federal and state environmental approvals, state regulatory 

approvals, local zoning approvals and land-use clearances; and representing property owners subject to 

eminent domain actions. 

Condominiums, Cooperatives and Planned Unit Communities 

We represent developers, unit owner associations and declarants in the formation of condominiums, 

cooperatives and planned unit communities, both conversions and ground-up developments, for residential, 

office, retail, industrial and mixed use. For developers, we structure condominium transactions and create 

effective and efficient legal structures that satisfy the complex requirements of condominium law. We also 

prepare governing documents and advise numerous owners’ associations on day-to-day governance matters 

as well as issues related to managing any large real estate project or business organization. 

Construction Contracts and Disputes 

From front-end to close-out, our attorneys are skilled at bringing construction projects to successful 

completion. We help clients navigate the obstacles that hinder a project’s process, providing consultation and 

representation as needed during construction administration to minimize costs and the risk of any related 

litigation. We provide assistance with acquisition and land development; financing and bonding; contract 

negotiation, drafting and interpretation; insurance coverage and claims issues; employment issues; creditor-

debtor issues; environmental issues; dispute resolution; intellectual property issues; and recommending teams 

for a successful construction project. 

Sustainability 

Fox Rothschild works with clients on many types of sustainability projects, advising on federal and state 

incentives available for sustainability development, managing legal issues in building green construction from 

contracts with design professionals to financing documents with lenders, and preparing or reviewing green 

leases from a landlord's or tenant's perspective. 

Matters 

Our representative transactions include: 

 Major national homebuilder: Negotiated and secured 16-year lease of new 162,000-square-foot 

corporate headquarters, including $12.5 million landlord contribution toward construction and other 

improvements. 

 National medical provider: Represented in the development of a more than 1.2 million square foot 

hospital and medical office building complex in southern California. 
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 Developer of master planned community in San Diego, CA: Represented in the buildout of 

residential units, retail and office space, three new elementary schools, recycled water system and 

other supporting infrastructure. 

 National restaurant company: Represented in more than 100 transactions, including dispositions, 

subleases, lease amendments, and leases and ground leases for more than 20 new locations. 

 LG Electronics U.S.A.: Represented in connection with the acquisition of 111 Sylvan Avenue for LG's 

new North American headquarters. 

 Lennar Homes: Represented in connection with numerous land acquisition projects, including Port 

Imperial in Weehawken, NJ. 

 Centro Watt: Handled real estate aspects of acquisitions of two public real estate investment trusts 

and the subsequent disposition of certain non-strategic assets. 

 The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia: Handled acquisition and development of the Philadelphia 

Civic Center site, major expansion of its main hospital and leasing for its network of affiliated practices. 

 Sports complex-adjacent property owners: Represented land owners whose properties were sold or 

condemned during construction of two Philadelphia sports stadiums: Citizens Bank Park and Lincoln 

Financial Field. 

 Fulton Bank: Counseled the bank on multiple commercial loans throughout the Delaware Valley area, 

including tax-free financing transactions. 

 Teva Pharmaceuticals: Represented client with a variety of issues related to the development of its 

East Coast distribution center. 

 Hard Eight Group: Handled acquisition of a $100 million–plus portfolio of hotel properties. 

 The Borgata Hotel Casino & Spa: Secured all permits and approvals for construction and expansion 

of the Atlantic City property. 

 Vitamin Shoppe: Represented client in its national retail leasing program. 

 Sun Life Insurance Co. of Canada: Handled loan transactions throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey 

and Delaware, as well as office building acquisitions throughout the country. 

 Multifamily real estate developer: Representing in the closing a $13 million HUD loan to construct 

new apartment buildings in Rock Springs, WY. 

 Denver real estate developer: Represented in the acquisition of a retail shopping center for $6.5 

million in Denver, CO. 

 Multifamily real estate developer:Represented in the closing of permanent financing in the amount 

of $17 million on an apartment project in Casper, WY. 

 Assisted senior living management company: Served as the lead real estate lawyer representing the 

purchaser of Beverly Enterprises, Inc., a NYSE-listed company with a portfolio of more than 350 skilled 

nursing and related health care facilities, in its $2.3 billion acquisition. This all-cash merger included the 

purchase of Beverly's owned real estate by a property holding company and the $1.3 billion securitized 

first mortgage financing of the transaction. 

 Real estate owner group: Counseled the group in the $60+ million sale of a large ground floor, high-

end retail cooperative unit in a prime Madison Avenue location to a large publicly traded Real Estate 

Investment Trust. The sale was highly structured to achieve the differing tax objectives of the members 

of the owner group 
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John R.  Herin, Jr. 
Partner 
 

Miami, FL 

Tel: 786.501.7378 

Fax: 305.442.6541 
 

jherin@foxrothschild.com 
 

 

John has more than 20 years of experience in land use, zoning and environmental law. 

Assisting clients in the private and public sectors, his practice centers on complex development entitlement 

matters throughout Florida, including comprehensive plan, platting, permitting, site plan and zoning 

applications and amendments; endangered species, submerged land leases, and stormwater and wastewater 

permitting; and lender/buyer due diligence issues. He also has extensive experience in representing clients with 

respect to eminent domain, inverse condemnation and land use litigation, as well as claims under Florida's Bert 

J. Harris, Jr., Private Property Rights Protection Act. 

John has handled a broad range of environmental and land use issues before the Florida governor and cabinet, 

cabinet aides, district and circuit courts, division of administrative hearings, state agencies and local 

government bodies. He has also drafted hundreds of ordinances and resolutions for cities and counties on a 

wide range of subjects. 

Before Fox Rothschild 

Prior to joining Fox, John was a member of a regional Florida firm's Land Use, Environment, and Government 

Affairs Department. 

Beyond Fox Rothschild 

John is a frequent speaker on governmental and land use topics. 

Representative Matters 

Private Sector Experience 

 Obtained a vested rights determination on summary judgment for developer of proposed 12-story 

beachfront residential condominium, notwithstanding a referendum initiative that resulted in an 

amendment to the city charter limiting the height of all new construction to three stories 

mailto:jherin@foxrothschild.com
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 Obtained required permit approvals from local government allowing developer to use transferable 

development rights to increase density and height of office building project 

 Assisted owner of regional mall in securing amendments to local government's comprehensive plan 

and land development regulations to facilitate redevelopment of property into a mixed-use regional 

activity center 

 Represented group of agricultural property owners in a $172 million Bert J. Harris, Jr. Private Property 

Rights Protection Act claim arising from county's change in interpretation of open-space requirements 

in comprehensive plan and land development regulations 

 Negotiated and drafted public-private agreement for the construction of dual radio 

transmission/emergency management communications tower on special district property 

 Represented clients completing environmental remediation projects in connection with ongoing 

industrial operations and redevelopment projects 

 Assisted national banking institution in securing amendments to the Palm Beach County Land 

Development Code to allow stand-alone banking centers as a matter of right in most commercial 

zoning districts 

 Represented clients in due diligence associated with acquisition of land for industrial, commercial and 

residential development 

Public Sector Experience 

 Served as city attorney for the City of Marathon 

 Served as city attorney for the City of Doral 

 Served as interim village attorney for the Village of Palmetto Bay 

 Served as town attorney for the Town of Miami Lakes 

 Served as village attorney for the Village of Islamorada 

 Served as special counsel to city in the negotiation and drafting of a development agreement wherein 

property owner voluntarily contributed monetary and off-site improvements benefiting city's residents 

 Served as special counsel to city in an annexation dispute with adjacent local government 

 Served as special counsel to town with respect to draft environmental impact statement for proposed 

runway expansion 

 Served as special counsel to hospital special district in court challenge to the imposition of a municipal 

special assessment 

 Serves as special counsel to municipality in special assessment dispute with county 

 Serves as Code Enforcement Special Magistrate to local municipality in Broward County 

 Serves or has served as city attorney, assistant city attorney, assistant county attorney and special 

counsel to numerous local governments and quasi-governmental agencies 

Reported Cases 

 Sansbury v. City of Orlando, 654 So.2d 965 (Fla. 5th DCA 1995) [upholding juvenile curfew] 

 Bott v. City of Marathon, 949 So.2d 295 (Fla. 3rd DCA 2007) [enforceability of affordable housing 

restrictive covenant] 

 Beyer v. City of Marathon, - So.3d - , 2013 WL 5927690 (Fla. 3rd DCA 2013) [inverse condemnation 

claim – owners were not deprived of all economically beneficial use of their property] 
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 City of Coral Springs v. North Broward Hospital District, - So.3d – , 4D14-2351 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015) 

[imposition of city fire service special assessment on district property was illegal] 

 Department of Community Affairs v. City of Marathon, DOAH Case No. 04-3500GM [challenge to 

adopted comprehensive plan] 

 Florida Keys Citizens Coalition, Inc.& Last Stand, Inc. v. Florida Administration Commission & City of 

Marathon, DOAH Case No. 04-2755RP [proposed Administration Commission rule amending city's 

comprehensive plan not invalid exercise of delegated legislative authority] 

 Rossignol v. Village of Islamorada & Department of Community Affairs, DOAH Case No. 01-2409GM 

[comprehensive plan provisions limiting transient rental uses in residential areas supported by 

appropriate data and analysis] 

 Department of Community Affairs v. Village of Islamorada, DOAH Case No. 01-1216GM [challenge to 

adopted comprehensive plan] 

Honors & Awards 

 Martindale Hubbell, AV Preeminent 

 The American Lawyer & Corporate Counsel, Top Lawyer in Land Use and Zoning, 2013 

Practice Areas 

 Environmental 

 Real Estate 

 Zoning & Land Use 

Bar Admissions 

 Florida 

Education 

 Stetson University College of Law (J.D., 1991) 

 University of Central Florida (B.A., 1986) 

Memberships 

 The Florida Bar 

o Board Certified in City, County and Local Government Law 

o City, County and Local Government Law Section, Member 

o Environmental and Land Use Law Section, Member 

 Florida Municipal Attorneys Association, Member 

 Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, Member 

 Cuban American Bar Association, Member 
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Our Firm

Overview

GrayRobinson is a full-service law and lobbying firm with attorneys and government relations professionals
throughout offices spanning the State of Florida and Washington, DC. Our attorneys, consultants and
regulatory professionals provide legal and government relations services to our clients throughout Florida,
our nation’s capital, across the country and all over the world. GrayRobinson provides services to Fortune
500 companies, emerging businesses, lending institutions, local and state governments, developers,
entrepreneurs and individuals. We offer not only an extensive range of services but also depth and
proficiency in each one.

Client Service

GrayRobinson is committed to providing our clients with legal and government relations services that will
assist them in accomplishing their business objectives. We conduct post matter reviews with clients to
determine if their objectives were met and if their expectations were exceeded with a goal of the highest
client satisfaction. We also keep abreast of changes within the client’s industry and will periodically issue
electronic alerts (E-lerts) to clients advising them of changing regulations and how new regulations might
impact their company.

A Commitment to Quality

The mission of GrayRobinson is to provide quality legal and legislative services to all clients in a timely
fashion, maintain professionalism with integrity and be responsive to the needs of our community. This
philosophy is consistently reflected by the commitment we make to our clients in helping them achieve their
goals.
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Practice Areas

We offer not only breadth across a great many legal practice areas, but depth and proficiency in each one
as well. Our attorneys are at the forefront of emerging legal issues and work expeditiously on behalf of our
clients and respond quickly to their needs. We have invented a brand of law firm that serves our clients and
our communities while counting creativity as a hallmark characteristic and insisting on ingenuity and
innovation. Our areas of practice include:
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Representation of Local Governments

The experience and reputation gained during the firm's years of public service enable it to provide quality
legal services to local governments in such areas of administrative law, contracting and procurement,
election law, environmental and land use law, governmental operations and home rule powers, legislative
representation, public finance and taxation, utilities, and zoning, to name a few. In addition, members of our
public law team have served on the staff of governmental agencies for both state and local governments,
providing our clients with a unique perspective and knowledge of local government. The public law group is
comprised of more than 45 attorneys and consultants that has been fulfilling the legal needs of cities,
counties, special districts, and utilities throughout Florida since 1970.

• Administrative Representation & Litigation. Whether the issue is lobbying executive agencies,
safeguarding legislation through the rule-making process, licensing, regulatory matters or Chapter
120 Administrative Law proceedings, GrayRobinson has the experience and relationships
necessary to provide our clients with effective representation before the Division of Administrative
Hearings, all state agencies, state offices and the Florida Cabinet.

 Administrative litigation
 Construction claims
 Contractual disputes
 Enforceability of affordable housing deed restrictions
 Eminent domain & inverse condemnation
 Forfeitures
 Land use litigation
 Liability & tort defense
 Police issues
 Sovereign immunity
 Utility disputes

• Contracting & Procurement. The firm provides legal counsel relating to all aspects of public
contracting and procurement, including assistance in the preparation of bids, RFP's and proposals
(including the CCNA); contract documents, contract negotiation; bid protests; appellate review and
contract disputes.

• General Municipal Law. Our government lawyers have long provided clients with effective
representation in other areas of the law that are uniquely local in nature. For example, when
litigation was brought to no longer allow cars on the beaches of Daytona, GrayRobinson was hired
to represent Volusia County.

• Governmental Operations and Home Rule. Through our representation of counties and
municipalities, we have developed experience and depth in all areas of home rule law, drafting
contracts ordinances and resolutions, governmental ethics, public-private projects, public records
law, public utilities, solid waste, sunshine law and all other aspects of daily governmental
operations.

 Annexations
 Charter amendments & Charter issues
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 Drafting & review of contracts, ordinances, and resolutions
 Elections
 Ethics
 Code enforcement
 Legislative affairs
 Parliamentary procedures
 Procurement
 Public Finance
 Public records
 Public safety
 Sunshine law
 Utilities

• Construction Law. The GrayRobinson team is one of the largest construction law departments in
the state and has litigated hundreds of millions of dollars in construction disputes ranging from
simple construction lien disputes to major public and private works and facilities projects throughout
the state.

• Eminent Domain and Inverse Condemnation. GrayRobinson has earned a deserved reputation
of being innovative and tenacious in our handling of eminent domain and inverse condemnation
matters resulting from our handling of thousands of cases on behalf of our public and private
clients.

• Employment and Labor Law. The firm’s attorneys have extensive employment law and litigation
experience, and advise clients in all areas of agency, state and federal law. We also defend
employers against equal employment opportunity charges and claims in the investigation and
litigation stages and advise clients with respect to administrative actions and claims. The firm has
represented Florida public sector employers at the city, county, constitutional officers, school
district, community colleges, state universities, authority and special district levels in union
elections, collective bargaining, arbitrations and unfair labor practice litigation.

 ADA issues
 Age discrimination claims
 Arbitration of employee claims
 Collective bargaining
 EEOC & PERC claims
 Employee benefits
 Employment agreements
 Employment litigation
 Equal pay act
 Drafting & counseling regarding employee policies and procedures
 HR audits & training
 Housing discrimination claims
 Investigation & counseling regarding employee relations complaints
 Unfair labor practice litigation
 Union elections
 Whistleblower litigation
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• Environmental and Land Use Law. Our experience as city/county attorney for numerous
jurisdictions has generated a sophisticated and wide-ranging practice in the fields of environmental
regulation and land use planning. We are recognized throughout the state for our experience and
ability in representing both public and private clients in comprehensive planning, environmental
permitting, land use and zoning involving brownfields, “green” development, new development and
redevelopment.

 Affordable housing
 Acquisition, development & sale of real property for municipal use
 Beach re-nourishment
 Comprehensive plan – growth management
 Conservation easements
 Endangered species
 Environmental resource permits
 Exactions & impact fees
 “Green” development
 Habitat conservation plans
 Land development regulations
 Marina permitting & operations
 Overlay districts
 Public-private projects
 Quasi-judicial hearings and procedures
 Re-zonings
 Sea level rise
 Sector plans
 Site plan approval and development
 Water based and water related activities
 Wetlands

• Legislative Representation. We have decades of experience in lobbying the Florida Legislature
and state agencies, both offensively and defensively, on behalf of public and private entities. Many
of our public law attorneys began their careers as staff to the Florida Legislature, Governor's Office
and State agencies, providing our clients with a unique perspective on the most efficient means of
meeting their legislative goals. We maintain close relationships with local delegations and political
leadership.

• Procurement. We provide legal counsel relating to all aspects of procurement, including assistance
in the preparation of bids, RFPs and proposals, contract negotiation, bid protests, appellate review
and contract disputes.

• Public Finance and Taxation. With respect to public finance and taxation, we have represented
issuers and underwriters in a variety of local government financings, including dependent and
independent special districts.

• Utilities. GrayRobinson's utilities lawyers have a long history of representing water, wastewater,
solid waste, telecommunications, gas and electric utilities throughout the state of Florida. Our
utilities lawyers have represented clients in numerous transactions for the purchase and sale of
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entire water and wastewater facilities. When Palm Bay, Port St. Lucie and North Port decided to
purchase major utilities, our government lawyers were there representing those municipalities.

The firm developed these skills initially while serving as the Orange County Attorney during the 70s and
80s. Since that time, the firm has represented governments, businesses, and individuals in thousands of
federal, state, and local matters.

The Depth to Handle the Issues

Engaging GrayRobinson, one of Florida’s largest law firms, affords our clients another unique advantage -
namely, immediate access to lawyers who concentrate on a number of practice areas. GrayRobinson's
lawyers and consultants, particularly those who practice in government relations, land use, tax, real estate
and environmental law, are an invaluable resource for our government clients.
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Team Resumes

Thomas H. Loffredo
Fort Lauderdale Managing Director
tom.loffredo@gray-robinson.com

401 East Las Olas Blvd.
Suite 1000
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: 954-761-8111
Fax: 954-761-8112
Direct: 954-761-7499

Experience

Tom is the managing director of GrayRobinson’s Fort Lauderdale office. He is a commercial litigator whose
practice has a specific emphasis on employment and labor matters on behalf of management and
corporate clients, banking and finance litigation, appellate practice and class-action litigation. Tom also
routinely advises and litigates on behalf of local municipalities and other governmental entities.

Tom’s employment and labor practice involves representation of clients in litigation and arbitrations, as well
as before the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and various state and local agencies,
concerning matters arising under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in
Employment Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act, and other federal, state
and local anti-discrimination and employment statutes as well as common-law claims. He represents
employers in business tort claims and in enforcing noncompetition agreements. Tom advises clients on
compliance with employment-related statutes and regulations and assists in the development and
implementation of employment policies. He also represents management clients in matters before the
National Labor Relations Board, in collective bargaining negotiations and in union organizing campaigns.
He regularly represents clients on appeals in both state and federal courts.

Tom routinely represents financial institutions in their defense of mortgagee/servicer liability and false credit
reporting claims at both the trial and appellate court levels.

Tom has successfully represented corporations in class actions seeking relief under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act and the Federal Drivers Privacy Protection Act and in their
defense against other consumer class actions. He also represents clients in their defense of common-law
and statutory privacy and tort claims. Tom has also served as court-appointed receiver for corporations that
were the subject of federal civil enforcement actions.
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Tom is now a Circuit Certified Mediator, mediating labor and employment as well as commercial litigation
matters.

Areas of Practice

• Alternative Dispute Resolution
• Appellate
• Banking & Finance
• Employment & Labor
• Litigation

Background

Tom earned his bachelor's degree in public relations in 1987 from the University of Florida, where he was a
member of the Kappa Tau Alpha journalism honor fraternity. He earned his juris doctor cum laude in 1990
from the University of Miami School of Law, where he was a member of the University of Miami Law
Review.

Tom served as a federal judicial law clerk to the Honorable Kevin Michael Moore of the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of Florida from March 1992 to September 1993. He is a member of The Florida
Bar and is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida, the U.S.
District Court for the Middle District of Florida, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeal and the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Education

• University of Florida, B.S. (1987)
o Kappa Tau Alpha, Journalism Honor Fraternity

• University of Miami School of Law, J.D. (cum laude, 1990)
o Member, University of Miami Law Review

Admissions

• State of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida
• 11th Circuit Court of Appeals
• U.S. Supreme Court

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
• Florida Supreme Court

o Certified Circuit Mediator, 2017-2019
• American Bar Association
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• Federal Bar Association
• Academy of Florida Management Attorneys, Member
• Litigation Counsel of America, Trial Lawyer Honorary Society, Fellow

Awards & Recognitions

• Best Lawyers in America, 2016-2019
• South Florida Business Journal, Power Leaders in Law, 2014-2018
• Florida Super Lawyers, 2009-2018
• Florida Trend, Legal Elite, 2008, 2011, 2014

Civic

• Junior Achievement of South Florida
o Board Member, 2018

• Leadership Florida, Class XXXI, 2012-2013
• Leadership Broward Foundation

o Board Member, 2010-present
• Leadership Broward, Class XXVIII, 2009-2010
• Leadership Fort Lauderdale, Class XIV, 2007-2008
• Crimestoppers of Broward County, Legal Counsel, 2007-present
• The FLITE Center

o Chair, 2015-present
o Vice-Chair, 2014 - 2015
o Board Member, 2010-2014

• Make-A-Wish Foundation of Southern Florida, Wish Granter
• Youth Leadership Broward, Class 25 Program Chair, 2011-2012
• Kiwanis of Cooper City, Charter Member

Presentations & Seminars

• “Today’s Workplace….Sexual Harassment; Not On My Watch…,” Broward County Bar Association's
(BCBA) Employment Law Section Luncheon, December 14, 2017

• Panelist, “Looking for a Few Good Men,” Broward County Bar Association’s (BCBA) Third Annual
Women Leaders in the Law Series, March 30, 2017

• "Whistleblower Statutes and Workers’ Compensation Retaliation," The Florida Bar’s 17th Labor and
Employment Law Annual Update and Certification Review, January 26-27, 2017, Kissimmee, Florida
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Julia C. Mandell
Shareholder
julia.mandell@gray-robinson.com

401 East Jackson Street
Suite 2700
Tampa, Florida 33602
Phone: 813-273-5000
Fax: 813-273-5145

Experience

As the former Tampa City Attorney, Julia is an experienced local government lawyer, specializing in land
use, development and general municipal law. She brings more than 20 years of in house and private
practice experience to assist clients in regulatory and public policy matters at the local and state level,
including the drafting and enforcement of regulations and interacting with governmental agencies, officers
and decision making boards and councils. In addition, Julia has been involved in a variety of litigation
matters and contract bid disputes.

Board certified by The Florida Bar in City, County, and Local Government Law, Julia counsels clients on
land use, zoning, permitting, real estate, environmental, eminent domain, entitlement, telecommunication
and litigation associated within these areas. She also handles procurement, RFPs, contract negotiations
with government agencies and public infrastructure projects.

Julia has experience in both the private and public sector, having served for more than a decade with the
Tampa City Attorney’s Office, the last three years as the City Attorney, as an assistant county attorney for
Hillsborough County, and in private practice representing government and business clients in a myriad of
legal issues relating to real estate and land use, environmental, bankruptcy and real property litigation.

Julia is a sought out thought leader, who works to translate bureaucracy into meaningful action. She has
handled litigation matters including constitutional matters, personal injury and property claims, appellate
cases, complex business disputes and collections and foreclosure matters.

Areas of Practice

• Environmental
• Litigation
• Government
• Real Estate
• Land Use Law
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Background

Julia is a third generation Floridian. She was born in Miami Beach and grew up in the Aventura area. She
graduated from North Miami Beach Sr. High in 1988. Following in the family footsteps of her mother and
father, she attended the University of Florida, receiving her bachelor’s degree with high honors in political
science in 1992. Julia then received her J.D. from the University of Florida in 1995, serving on the Journal
of Law and Public Policy. After graduation from law school, Julia moved to Tampa. Julia now lives in the up
and coming Tampa Heights neighborhood with her two children, Morgan and James.

Education

• University of Florida, B.A. high honors (1992)
• University of Florida College of Law, J.D. (1995)

Admissions

• Florida
• U.S. Court of Appeals, 11th Circuit
• U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
o Board Certified in City, County and Local Government Law

Awards & Recognitions

• Florida Trend’s "Legal Elite," 2008, 2010-2016

Presentations & Seminars

• Speaker, “Land Use Law,” CLE International, August 2015
• Speaker, “Zoning and Land Use in Florida,” Lorman Educational Services, November 2004
• Speaker, “Advanced Zoning and Land Use in Florida,” Lorman Educational Services, June 2004
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Thomas A. Cloud, B.C.S.
Shareholder
thomas.cloud@gray-robinson.com

301 East Pine Street
Suite 1400
Orlando, Florida 32801
Phone: 407-843-8880
Fax: 407-244-5690
Direct: 407-244-5624

Experience

Through four decades, Tom has been a local and state government, utility, land use, and environmental
law attorney. Board certified in City, County and Local Government Law, Tom has represented over 70
Florida cities, including five as city attorney. His practice includes negotiating complex contracts, drafting
dozens of city and county legislative initiatives and ordinances, creation and defense of municipal rates,
fees, assessments, and charges, obtaining state and local government regulatory approvals and all matters
attendant to the acquisition, development and utilization of both real property and business acquisitions
and sales. He has been responsible for the application and approval of over 25 Developments of Regional
Impact throughout central Florida, as well as dozens of other complex land use matters. In addition to
handling municipal, land use and environmental matters, Tom is one of the preeminent municipal utility
attorneys in Florida, having successfully handled a wide variety of both transactional and litigation matters
within the field. He has handled a variety of complex municipal, county, and special district financial
transactions, including the defense of various capital and operational rates, fees, assessments, and
charges. Tom has written, presented and published dozens of articles on a variety of local government
topics for various sections of The Florida Bar, Stetson Law Review and other publications.

Tom currently serves as city attorney in three cities in Central Florida, is the current President of the Florida
Municipal Attorneys Association, and has represented numerous cities and counties throughout Florida in a
variety of legal matters throughout his career.

Cities Represented:

Apopka Marathon Umatilla

Atlantis Marco Island Utilities Commission of New Smyrna Beach

Bartow Melbourne Valparaiso

Belleair New Smyrna Beach Vero Beach

Bonita Springs Newberry Wauchula

Bowling Green North Port Wildwood

Bunnell Orlando Winter Park

Bushnell Orlando Utilities Commission Zolfo Springs
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Cape Coral Oviedo

Casselberry Palatka

Daytona Beach Palm Bay Counties Represented:

Eagle Lake Palm Beach Bay

Edgewood Palm Springs Brevard

Estero Pensacola Charlotte

Fellsmere Plant City Citrus

Fort Meade Polk City DeSoto

Fruitland Park Port St. Lucie Flagler

Groveland Riviera Beach Lake

Haines City Royal Palm Beach Martin

Hollywood San Antonio Marion

Howey-in-the-Hills Sanibel Orange

Kissimmee Sebastian Seminole

Lakeland South Bay VGMC

Lake Mary South Miami

Lantana South Palm Beach

Longwood South Pasadena

Maitland Space Coast League of Cities

Manalapan Tampa

Areas of Practice

• Administrative & Regulatory
• Environmental
• Government
• Land Use Law
• Litigation
• Transportation
• Utilities

Background

Tom is a native Floridian hailing from Lakeland, Florida. He graduated from Wake Forest University in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, with a bachelor of arts, magna cum laude, with honors in history in 1976,
and received his juris doctor with honors from Florida State University in 1979. Tom has been a practicing
attorney in Orlando since 1979, focusing on city, county, and local government law, environmental and land
use law, municipal finance law, public utilities law and administrative law.

Education

• Lakeland High School (1972)
• Wake Forest University, B.A. (magna cum laude, honors in history, 1976)
• Florida State University, J.D. (honors, 1979)
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Admissions

• Florida

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
o Board Certified in City, County, and Local Government Law
o Environmental and Land Use Law Section, 1990-present

 Executive Council, 1981-present
 Chairman, 1987-1988
 City, County and Local Government Law Section, Member

o Governmental and Public Policy Advocacy Committee
• Florida Municipal Attorneys Association

o President-Elect, 2015-2016
o Executive Council, 2014-2015

• American Bar Association

Awards & Recognitions

• AV Preeminent™ rated by Martindale-Hubbell
• Best Lawyers in America, 2012-2019
• Best Lawyers, Orlando Magazine, 2014
• Florida Trend, Legal Elite, 2004-2005, 2013
• Daily Business Review, Top Rated Lawyer, Energy, Environmental and Land Use Law, 2013
• Florida Super Lawyers, 2006-2007

Civic

• League of Cities Energy, Environment & Natural Resources Legislative Policy Committee
• Florida Chamber Growth Management Leadership Committee
• Boone High School Foundation Member, Board of Directors
• Wake Forest University National Alumni Council
• Greater Orlando Chamber of Commerce Leadership Programs, Board of Directors
• Mid-Florida Homebuilders Association, Program Committee
• Leadership Orlando Program, Greater Orlando Chamber of Commerce
• Leadership Central Florida Program
• Leadership Florida Program
• Lake Apopka Restoration Council
• Music Mission Kiev, Board of Directors
• Orange County Historical Commission
• First Florida Battery, Inc., Board of Directors
• Historic Lakeland, Inc.
• Historical Society of Central Florida, Inc., Board of Directors
• Florida Chautauqua, Inc., Member
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Articles & Publications

For 30 years, Tom has been a frequent author and lecturer in Florida on a variety of municipal, land use
and legal topics.

• “Allocating Limited Sewage Treatment Plant Capacity,” The Florida Bar Journal, February 1982
• Co-Editor, ELULS Manual, Volume I & II, 1986
• “Public Facilities and Land Development Contracts,” ELULS, 2005
• “Birch Rods in the Cupboard: The Link Between Municipal Franchise Purchase Options and

Franchise Fees in Florida,” Stetson Law Review, Vol. 35, No. 2, Winter 2006

Presentations & Seminars

• "Creating a Water and Sewer Utility in Florida," Lake County Board of County Commissioners
Utilities Workshop, December 13, 2016

• "Celltowers in the Right of Way,” Florida League of Cities 56th Annual Legislative Conference,
Orlando, Florida, December 8, 2016

• “Birch Rods Revisited: An Updated Look at Municipal Franchise Fees in Florida,” FMAA, 2014
• “Formation, Annexation, Dissolution and Contraction: The Florida Law of Municipal Territory and Its

Boundaries,” 31st FMAA Annual Seminar, Marco Island, Florida, July 2012
• “2011 Growth Management Law Changes: City Impacts,” Florida League of Cities 2011 Annual

Conference, Orlando, Florida, August 2011
• “500 Years of Florida Cities,” 30th FMAA Annual Seminar, West Palm Beach, Florida, July 2011
• “Case Law Update: What You Need to Know About Recent Decisions and Trends,” Land Use Law

Conference, Jacksonville, Florida, May 2010
• “Annexation and Contraction: A Brief Essay on the Florida Law of Municipal Boundaries,” Land Use

Law Conference, Tampa, Florida, August 2009
• “Defense of Municipal Rates in Florida,” 28th FMAA Annual Seminar, Bonita Springs, Florida, July

2009
• “Standing to Sue and Florida Cities,” 27th FMAA Annual Seminar, Key Largo, Florida, July 2008
• “Turf Wars 2005: A Brief Study of Water and Sewer Service Area Authority and Disputes in Florida,”

24th FMAA Annual Seminar, Amelia Island Plantation, Florida July 2005
• “Birch Rods in the Cupboard: Municipal Franchise Purchase Options in Florida,” 22nd FMAA Annual

Seminar, Amelia Island Plantation, Florida, July 2003
• “Turf Wars: A Brief Study of Water and Sewer Service Area Authority and Disputes in Florida,” 18th

FMAA Annual Seminar, Amelia Island Plantation, Florida, July 1999
• “A Brief Overview of Florida Municipal Franchise Law,” 11th FMAA Annual Seminar, Amelia Island

Plantation, Florida, July 1992
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Derek P. Rooney
Of Counsel
derek.rooney@gray-robinson.com

1404 Dean Street
Suite 300
Fort Myers, Florida 33901
Phone: 239-340-7979
Fax: 239-321-5334

3838 Tamiami Trail North
Suite 410
Naples, Florida 34103
Phone: 239-598-3601
Fax: 239-598-3164

Experience

Derek Rooney practices in the areas of land use law and local government law and is a Board Certified
Attorney in City, County & Local Government law. Derek represents private and government clients on
questions of general municipal law, land use and public-private partnerships.

Derek currently serves as counsel to the Village of Estero, the Charlotte County Industrial Development
Authority, the Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Area Agency on Aging for Southwest
Florida, and as special counsel to a number of other local government entities. He previously served as
counsel to the Charlotte County–Punta Gorda Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Town of Fort Myers
Beach, the City of Marco Island, and Charlotte County.

Derek has a multi-disciplinary practice involving land use law, real estate and land development,
environmental law, municipal finance and economic development. While he has represented clients
throughout the state, Derek focuses on the needs of Southwest Florida and primarily practices in Charlotte,
Collier, Desoto, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Manatee and Sarasota counties. As a litigator, Derek concentrates
on prosecuting and defending land use decisions before Florida courts, the Division of Administrative
Hearings and a variety of state and local bodies. He also has extensive experience with claims under the
Bert J. Harris, Jr., Private Property Rights Protection Act.

Areas of Practice

• Environmental
• Government
• Land Use Law
• Senior Housing

Background

Derek is originally from Fort Lauderdale but grew up in Deland, Florida. He has lived in Punta Gorda with
his wife and son since 2007 after returning to Florida from Washington, D.C.
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Education
• Florida International University, B.A., (2002)
• American University, Washington College of Law, J.D. (2006)

Admissions

• Florida
• District of Columbia

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
o Board Certified in City, County & Local Government Law
o City, County and Local Government Law Section
o Environmental and Land Use Law Section
o City, County & Local Government Law Certification Standing Committee
o Military Affairs Standing Committee

• Florida Municipal Attorneys Association, Member

Awards & Recognitions

• Best Lawyers in America, 2018-2019

Presentations & Seminars

• “Land Use Issues in Golf Course Redevelopment,” The Florida Bar’s Environmental & Land Use Law
Sections “New, Different, Unusual, & Uncertain – Environmental & Land Use Law Issues Facing All
Floridians” Conference, Orlando, Florida, January 29, 2016

• "Understanding Riparian and Water Rights," Determining Land Ownership and Access Rights
Seminar, HalfMoon Education, Inc., Fort Myers, Florida, June 12, 2015

• "Who Participates in a Land Use Hearing," The Promise Lands of the American Planning Association
(APA)'s Land Use Symposium, Port Charlotte, Florida, May 8, 2015

• “The Cast of Thousands,” Relevance of Testimony and the Standard of Review in Quasi-Judicial
Hearings, The Promise Lands of the American Planning Association Land Use Symposium, Cape
Coral, Florida, May 16, 2014

• “Nollan and Dolan II, Burden of Proof,” The American Planning Association’s National Conference,
Atlanta, Georgia, April 28, 2014

Civic

• Charlotte County Manatee Advisory Committee
• Charlotte County Law Library, Board of Trustees
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Kristie Hatcher-Bolin
Shareholder
kristie.hatcher-bolin@gray-robinson.com

One Lake Morton Drive
Lakeland, Florida 33801
Phone: 863-284-2200
Fax: 863-688-0310
Direct: 863-284-2256

Experience

Attorney Kristie Hatcher-Bolin is a shareholder in GrayRobinson's Lakeland law office. Kristie focuses her
practice in the areas of appellate, general civil and commercial litigation, as well as employment and labor
law. She has handled a wide variety of appeals, including appeals of family law, probate, Title VII, ERISA,
civil rights, police liability, eminent domain, public records, and mortgage foreclosure decisions. Kristie has
argued appeals in all of Florida’s District Courts of Appeal and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. She
also enjoys serving as a volunteer attorney ad litem in dependency cases.

Areas of Practice

• Appellate
• Eminent Domain & Condemnation Law
• Employment & Labor
• Litigation

Background

Kristie is a graduate of Florida Southern College and a former high school English teacher. She obtained
her Juris Doctor degree from Florida State University College of Law and joined the Lakeland office of Gray
Robinson after serving as a law clerk to the Honorable Susan C. Bucklew, U.S. District Court Judge, in
Tampa, Florida.

Education

• Florida Southern College, B.A. (summa cum laude, 1996)
o FSC Academic Merit Scholarship
o Alpha Delta Pi

• Florida State University College of Law, J.D. (magna cum laude, 2001)
o Law Review – Associate Editor, Piece Selection Committee, Senior Articles Editor
o Moot Court
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o Phi Delta Phi
o Tobias Simon Scholarship Recipient
o Ausley Scholar
o Order of the Coif
o Research Assistant to Professor Rob Atkinson

Admissions

• Florida
• U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida
• U.S. Court of Appeals, 11th Circuit

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
• American Bar Association
• Judicial Nominating Commission, Second District Court of Appeal, 2014-2018

Civic

• Humane Society of Polk County, Board Member
• Guardian Ad Litem
• YMCA Youth in Government, Volunteer

Reported Cases

Florida Supreme Court

• Arthur v. Arthur, 54 So. 3d 454 (Fla. 2010)

Florida District Courts of Appeal

• Strader v. Grothe, 906 So. 2d 1229 (Fla. 2d DCA 2005)
• Jerue v. Holladay, 945 So.2d 589 (Fla. 2d DCA 2006)
• Holladay v. Jerue, 970 So. 2d 831 (Fla. 2d DCA 2007)
• Winn-Dixie Stores, Inc. v. Dolgencorp, Inc., 964 So.2d 261 (Fla. 4th DCA 2007)(amicus brief)
• City of Tampa v. Addison, 979 So. 2d 246, 248 (Fla. 2d DCA 2007)(amicus brief)
• Duck Dog, L.C. v. Brownstar Properties, LLC., 990 So.2d 525 (Fla. 2d DCA 2008)
• Wavestone Properties, LLC v. Fortune Development Sales Corp., 978 So.2d 830 (Fla. 3d DCA 2008)
• MasTec, Inc. v. TJS, LLC, 979 So. 2d 285 (Fla. 2d DCA 2008)
• Kirkland v. City of Lakeland, 3 So.3d 398 (Fla. 2d DCA 2009)
• Brady v. Publix Super Markets, Inc., 3 So.3d 1251 (Fla. 2d DCA 2009)
• Vickers v. Safari Wild, L.L.C., 11 So.3d 954 (Fla. 2d DCA 2009)
• Procacci v. Harllee, 12 So.3d 230 (Fla. 2d DCA 2009)
• Bishop v. Courtney, 22 So.3d 117 Fla. 2d DCA 2009)
• Lennar Homes, LLC v. Priority Developers, Inc., 3 So. 3d 1255 (Fla. 2d DCA 2009)
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• Harllee v. Procacci, 44 So. 3d 587 (Fla. 2d DCA 2010)
• Northey v. Northey, 34 So. 3d 10 (Fla. 2d DCA 2010)
• Strader v. Carpenter's Crest Owners Ass'n, Inc., 44 So. 3d 591 (Fla. 2d DCA 2010)
• 17315 Collins Ave., LLC v. Fortune Dev. Sales Corp., 34 So. 3d 166 (Fla. 3d DCA 2010)
• Univ. Med. Clinics, Inc. v. Quality Health Plans, Inc., 51 So. 3d 1191 (Fla. 2d DCA 2011)
• McDonald v. Johnson, 83 So. 3d 889 (Fla. 2d DCA 2012)
• Trevett v. Walker, 89 So.3d 998 (Fla. 3d DCA 2012)
• Centerstate Bank Cent. Florida, N.A. v. Krause, 87 So. 3d 25 (Fla. 5th DCA 2012)
• Roi Thi Do v. Lincoln Benefit Life Co., 2D12-2142, 2013 WL 561462 -- So. 3d -- (Fla. 2d DCA Feb.

15, 2013)
• Swiss Supply Direct, Inc. v TIB Bank, 109 So. 3d 1169 (Fla. 3d DCA 2013)
• Richardson v. City of Lakeland, 124 So. 3d 928 (Fla. 2d DCA 2013)
• Branam v. Star Island Financial, LLC, 109 So. 3d 1164 (Fla. 3d DCA 2013)
• Harllee v. Procacci, 154 So. 3d 1145 (Fla. 2d DCA 2014)
• AgroSource, Inc. v. Fla. Dep’t of Citrus, 148 So. 3d 138 (Fla. 2d DCA 2014)
• Florida Home Designs, Inc. v. Morgan Creek Preserve Residents’ Ass’n, Inc., 136 So. 3d 600 (Fla.

2d DCA 2014)
• Ausilio v. Fisher, 136 So. 3d 598 (Fla. 2d DCA 2014)
• J.P. Morgan Chase Bank, N.A. v. Estate of Neu, 133 So. 3d 1068 (Fla. 4th DCA 2014)
• Palm Beach Polo Holdings, Inc. v. Stewart Title Guar. Co., 134 So. 3d 1073 (Fla. 4th DCA 2014)
• Palm Beach Polo Holdings, Inc. v. Stewart Title Guar. Co., 132 So. 3d 858 (Fla. 4th DCA 2014)
• Amelia Island Restaurant II, Inc. v. Omni Amelia Island, LLC, -- So. 3d -- 2014 WL 1809308 (Fla. 1st

DCA Apr. 22, 2015)(amicus brief)
• Florida Dep’t of Health v. Choy, 160 So. 3d 412 (Fla. 1st DCA 2015)

11th Circuit Court of Appeal

• Locke v. SunTrust Bank, 484 F.3d 1343 (11th Cir. 2007)
• Jones v. City of Lakeland, 318 Fed.Appx. 730 (11th Cir. 2008)
• Nash v. Publix Super Markets, Inc., 417 F. App'x 879 (11th Cir. 2011)
• Atheists of Florida v. City of Lakeland, et al, 2013 WL 1197772, --F.3d-- (11th Cir. Mar. 26, 2013
• McCullum v. Orlando Regional Healthcare System, Inc., 768 F.3d 1135 (11th Cir. 2014)
• Stonegate Bank v. TD Bank, N.A., 596 Fed. Appx. 834 (11th Cir. Jan. 6, 2015)
• Devonshire Park, LLC v. F.D.I.C., 598 Fed. Appx. 750 (11th Cir. Mar. 16, 2015
• In re Herman, 632 Fed. Appx. 580 (11th Cir. 2015)
• Kenning v. Carli, 648 Fed. Appx. 763 (11th Cir. 2016)

U.S. District Court

• Action Outdoor Adver. JV, LLC v. City of Destin, 2005 WL 2338804 (N.D.Fla. 2005)
• Locke v. SunTrust Bank, 2006 WL 923763 (M.D. Fla. 2006)
• Gonzalez v. City of Lakeland, 2006 WL 1319445 (M.D.Fla. 2006)
• Johnson v. Young, 2006 WL680655 (M.D. Fla. 2006)
• Shuck v. Clark, 2007 WL 676198 (M.D.Fla. 2007)
• Nash v. Publix Super Markets, Inc., 2010 WL 1253372 (M.D. Fla. 2010)
• Diaz v. City of Lakeland, 2010 WL148728 (M.D. Fla. 2010)
• Atheists of Florida v. City of Lakeland, et al, 779 F.Supp.2d 1330 (M.D. Fla. 2011)
• Atheists of Florida v. City of Lakeland, et al, 838 F.Supp.2d 1293 (M.D. Fla. 2012)
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Presentations & Seminars

• "Preserving Trial Error for Appellate Review," Orange County Bar Association Insurance Law
Committee, February 5, 2018

• “Separation of Church and State Within the City,” Florida Municipal Attorney Association, July 26,
2014

• “Defending a Local Invocation Policy in Federal Court,” 37th Annual Local Government Law in
Florida, May 9, 2014

• “Separation of Church and State Within the City,” Florida Municipal Attorney Association, July 21,
2012

Articles & Publications

• Co-author with Monterey Campbell, “Board of Trustees of Internal Improvement Trust Fund v.
American Education Enterprises: The Development of the Certiorari Standard in Florida," Stetson
Law Review, Winter 2013, Florida Appellate Law: Certiorari Review of Non-Final Orders (Vol. 42, No.
2)
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Gary I. Resnick
Shareholder
gary.resnick@gray-robinson.com

401 East Las Olas Blvd.
Suite 1000
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: 954-761-8111
Fax: 954-761-8112

Experience

Gary was born in Newark, New Jersey. After receiving his bachelor's from Bucknell University, Gary
attended Rutgers University School of Law, where he received his juris doctor with honors and was editor
of Rutgers Law Journal. Prior to joining the firm, Gary was the director of law and public policy for
MediaOne, one of the nation's largest cable and broadband companies, and was responsible for, among
other things, its legal, regulatory, and Florida and federal government affairs programs.

Gary is a shareholder with the firm and concentrates his practice in the representation of local governments
and private clients in government and regulatory affairs, communications and cable law, utilities, charter
schools and use of rights-of-way.

Areas of Practice

• Communications, Cable & Broadband Law
• Land Use Law
• Medical Marijuana
• Religious Organizations
• Utilities
• Education
• Higher Education
• Real Estate
• Government
• Government Relations & Lobbying

Education

• Bucknell University, B.A. (1982)
• Rutgers University School of Law, J.D. (with honors, 1985)

o Rutgers Law Journal, Associate Editor, 1984-1985
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Admissions

• Florida
• New Jersey
• Pennsylvania
• District of Columbia
• U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida

Professional Associations & Memberships

• City of Wilton Manors, Florida
o Mayor, 2008-present
o City Commissioner, 1998-2008

• Florida Department of Revenue
o Communications Services Tax Working Group, Member, 2012-2013

• Broward League of Cities
o President (2009-2010)
o Treasurer
o Board of Directors
o Legislative Advocacy Committee, Chair

• Florida League of Cities
o Board of Directors, 2003-present
o Executive Committee, 2009-2011
o Technology Leadership Committee, Chair, 2013

• Florida League of Mayors
o Board of Directors, 2009-2016

• Alzheimer's Family Center, Trustee
o Vice President of the Board, 2001-present

• Children's Home Society
o Board of Directors

• Federal Communications Commission
o Intergovernmental Advisory Committee, 2004-2016

 Chair, 2014-2016
• National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors

o Board of Directors, 2005-2006
• National League of Cities

o Board of Directors, 2018
o Information Technology & Communications Committee

 Chair, 2017-2018
 Vice Chair, 2016-2017
 Member, 2006-present

• Florida Chapter of NATOA, Founding Member and President of the Board of Directors
• Multifamily Broadband Council, formerly known as Independent Multi-Family Communications

Council
o Board of Directors, 2009-present

• The Golden Rule Foundation
o Community Advisory Council
o President
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• Broward Days
o Board of Directors, 2016

Awards & Recognitions

• National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors (NATOA), Jane E. Lawton
Commemorative Award, 2017

• Florida League of Cities, Home Rule Hero Award, 2016-2018
• South Florida Legal Guide, Top Attorney in South Florida, 2005-2006, 2008-2010
• National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors, Ovation Award, 2012

Articles & Publications

• "Use of Public Rights-of-Way for Wireless Communications Infrastructure — A Game Changer,"
Inside Towers, December 2016

• "Pressure North Carolina to Change Discriminatory Law," Sun Sentinel, April 2016
• "Florida Communications Services Tax and the Digital Subscriber Line: To Tax or Not to Tax?," The

Florida Bar Journal, April 2003
• "Before All Havoc Breaks Out: The Need for Local Governments to Regulate the Use of Their Rights-

of-Way Under Florida's Communications Services Tax Simplification Law, The Agenda City, County
& Local Government Law Section," The Florida Bar Journal, May 2001

• "Responding to a Cable Operator's Petition for Effective Competition: How One Community
Succeeded in Fighting a Petition," The Agenda, Published by the City, County, and Local
Government Law Section of The Florida Bar, 2004

• "Focusing on States: A Brave New World," Journal of Municipal Telecommunications Policy, Winter
2004

Presentations & Seminars

U.S. Senate Testimony: Testified before the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
at the hearing, "Rebuilding Infrastructure in America: Investing in Next Generation Broadband,” March 13,
2018.

U.S. Senate Testimony: Testified before the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
at the hearing, “Investing in America’s Broadband Infrastructure: Exploring Ways to Reduce Barriers to
Deployment,” May 3, 2017.

U.S. Senate Testimony: Testified at the invitation of Senator John Thune, Chairman, and request of
Senator William Nelson, Vice Chairman, at the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation hearing entitled “Removing Barriers to Wireless Broadband Deployment,” October 7, 2015.

• Panelist, Next Century 5G Webinar, April 12, 2018
• “Collocation of Wireless Telecommunications Devices on Utility Poles – The New Law,” The Florida

Bar Public Utilities Law Committee in collaboration with the Energy Bar Association, “Florida Electric,
Renewable and Telecommunications Updates: the Interplay of Federal, State and Local
Jurisdictions,” Tampa, Florida, October 6, 2017
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• “Telecom Update 2017,” National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors
(NATOA), 2017 Annual Conference, Seattle, Washington, September 14, 2017

• “Attack Of Small Cell Facilities In The Rights Of Way,” Florida League of Cities (FLC) Legislative
Policy Committee Meeting, July 14, 2017

• “Attack of the Mini Cell Towers in Public Rights-of-Way,” Florida Association of Counties Attorneys
(FACA) CLE program, Florida Association of Counties (FAC) 2017 Annual Conference and
Educational Exposition, Palm Beach, Florida, June 29, 2017

• “Understanding Communication Infrastructure Challenges,” Florida League of Cities Legislative
Conference, Orlando, FL, December 8, 2016

• “Practical Strategies for Overcoming Obstacles to Infrastructure Deployment,” National
Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association), 2016
Legal Seminar, Miami, FL, October 31, 2016

• “DAS & Small Cell Deployments: Perspectives From Local Government,” Wireless Infrastructure
Association (WIA) HetNet Expo, Houston, TX, October 26, 2016

• “Telecom Infrastructure: Competing for Access,” National Association of Telecommunications
Officers and Advisors (NATOA), 2016 Annual Conference, Austin, TX, September 22, 2016

• “Exclusive from Your Top City Officials: Wilton Manors, Oakland Park & Uptown Fort
Lauderdale,” Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, September 29, 2016

• "Problem in the Rights of Way: Wireless Siting Concerns," National Association of
Telecommunications Officers and Advisors' (NATOA) Webinar, June 21, 2016

• “Community Broadband: Broadband Legislative Update,” 15th Anniversary Annual Broadband and
PEG Conference, SouthEast Association of Telecommunications Officers & Advisors Conference
(SEATOA), St. Augustine, FL, March 15, 2016

• “The Courts, The Hill and The FCC – A Year in Review and Setting the Stage for 2016," National
Association of Telecommunications Officers And Advisors’ (NATOA) Webinar, December 14, 2015

• “Update on Wireless Communications Facilities,” Board of Directors Meeting, The Palm Beach
County League of Cities, Inc., West Palm Beach, FL, October 28, 2015

• "Removing Barriers to Wireless Broadband Deployment," The Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation, Washington, D.C., October 7, 2015

• "The FCC's New Wireless-Service-Facility Rules," Florida Municipal Attorneys Association (FMAA)
34th Annual Seminar, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, July 9-11, 2015

• "Information Technology and Communications (ITC) Policy and Advocacy Committee Meeting,"
National League of Cities Congressional City Conference, Washington, D.C., March 8, 2015

• “Charting Our Cities,” Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, Oakland Park Wilton Manors
& Uptown Council Luncheon, October 2, 2014

• Panel speaker, "Florida's Model for Communications Regulations," Advanced Communications Law
& Policy Institute Summit, New York City, January 15-17, 2014

• "The Courts, The Hill and The FCC – A Year in Review and Setting the Stage for 2014," National
Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors Webinar, December 2, 2013

• "Implications of the IP Transition for Legal and Regulatory Policy," National Association of
Telecommunications Officers and Advisors Annual Conference, Orlando, Florida, September 16,
2013

• "Communications Facilities in Rights of Way," National Association of Telecommunications Officers
and Advisors Annual Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana, September 29, 2012

• "Legal Leaders," 2012 Broadband Communities Summit, Dallas, Texas, April 25, 2012
• "Legal Jobs in the Communications Field," University of Miami School of Law, March 5, 2012
• "Walkable Cities Enhancing Communities: Complete Streets Issues and Initiatives," The Broward

Metropolitan Planning Organization Seminar, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, May 24, 2011
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• Featured Speaker, 8th Annual Broadband Properties Summit, Dallas, Texas, April 28, 2011
• Featured Speaker, 7th Annual Broadband Properties Summit, Dallas, Texas, April 28, 2010

Civic

• Leadership Florida, Class XXXV
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Anastasia Protopapadakis
Shareholder
anastasia.protopapadakis@gray-robinson.com

333 S.E. 2nd Avenue
Suite 3200
Miami, Florida 33131
Phone: 305-416-6880
Fax: 305-416-6887
Direct: 305-913-6786

401 East Las Olas Blvd.
Suite 1000
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: 954-761-8111
Fax: 954-761-8112

Experience

Anastasia is a shareholder in GrayRobinson's Miami and Fort Lauderdale law firm offices and currently
practices in the areas of commercial litigation, funeral and cemetery law, civil rights law, local
government/municipal defense, employment law, ADA/Title III defense, banking litigation and general tort
litigation/personal injury defense. Anastasia has state and federal court experience in both the trial and
appellate court levels. She is admitted to practice before the U.S. Appellate Court for the Eleventh Circuit;
U.S. District Courts for the Southern, Middle, and Northern Districts of Florida; and all Florida trial and
appellate courts. She is also admitted to practice in the District of Columbia.

For the first five years of her career, she practiced solely on municipal defense, defending the Florida
League of Cities exclusively and all their member municipalities as well as some non-League cities and
other municipalities in litigation matters in state, federal and appellate courts. For municipalities, she has
defended numerous employment litigation matters, assault and battery cases, sexual assault cases,
defamation cases, section 1981 and 1983 cases, trip/slip and fall cases, and other general tort matters for
municipalities.

Anastasia currently represents several municipalities in the same types of matters, including the School
Board of Broward County where she also serves on their Marjory Stoneman Douglas defense team (in
addition to other general legal representations, including sexual assault, employment, ADA, and general
tort), and the City of North Miami Beach. She has a niche practice in Title II ADA defense of municipalities,
including Orange County, Palm Beach School Board, Manatee County and the City of Pompano Beach.
She has also assisted the GrayRobinson team serving as Marathon’s City Attorney. In addition, she has
done appellate work for municipalities in the District Courts as well as in the Eleventh Circuit.

Areas of Practice

• Class Action Defense Law
• Litigation
• Religious Organizations
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• Government
• Employment & Labor

Background

Anastasia was born and raised in South Florida. She graduated summa cum laude from the University of
Florida in 2004 with a bachelor of science in advertising. In 2007, Anastasia earned her juris doctor from
the University of Florida's Levin College of Law. While in law school, she worked as a certified legal intern
for the 8th Judicial Circuit State Attorney's Office, prosecuting domestic violence cases. She also served on
the University of Florida's Law Alumni Council and was the head student recruiter for the University of
Florida Levin College of Law’s Student Recruitment Team. Anastasia currently serves as a member of the
University of Florida Levin College of Law Alumni Matching Program, which connects newly admitted
students to law school alumni and remains active in student recruitment through this program.

Education

• University of Florida, B.S. (summa cum laude, 2004)
• University of Florida College of Law, J.D. (2007)

Languages

• Fluent in Greek
• Conversational Spanish

Admissions

• Florida
• District of Columbia
• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida
• U.S. Court of Appeal, 11th Circuit

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
• Broward County Bar Association
• The District of Columbia Bar
• Leadership Council on Legal Diversity

o Fellow, 2018

Civic

• American Heart Association South Florida Go Red For Women
o Young Professionals Group, Chair, 2016
o Executive Leadership Committee, 2014-2016
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• Leadership Broward, Class of XXXIV
o Government and Education Day, Co-Chair, 2016

• Urban League of Broward County
o Executive Planning Committee, 2016

Representative Experience

• Zinn v. SCI Funeral Services of Florida, Inc., 568 Fed.Appx. 841 (11th Cir. 2014) (affirming district
court’s dismissal of a 200 million dollar class action lawsuit for lack of standing under Article III).

• Schwartz v. SCI Funeral Services of Florida, Inc., 554 Fed.Appx. 823 (11th Cir. 2014) (affirming
district court’s dismissal of a 200 million dollar class action lawsuit for lack of standing under the
Class Action Fairness Act); 931 F.Supp.2d 1191 (S.D. Fla. 2013).

• McDaniel v. Sheriff of Palm Beach County, Fla., 491 Fed.Appx. 981 (11th Cir. 2012) (affirming
summary judgment to Defendants and the district court's imposition of procedural and monetary
sanctions on Plaintiff); Case No.: 10–81082–CIV, 2011 WL 6372788 (S.D. Fla., Dec. 20, 2011).

• Harrington v. City of Key West, Florida, 2009 WL 1788406 (S.D. Fla. June 23, 2009) (order granting
summary judgment in favor of defendant in section 1983 case).

• Abella v. Simon, 49 So. 3d 1276 (3d DCA 2010) (per curiam affirmation of summary judgment in
favor of defendant in defamation case).

• Kessler v. Monroe County, 995 So. 2d 505 (3d DCA 2008) (per curiam affirmation of summary
judgment in favor of defendant in employment case).

Awards & Recognitions

• Florida Super Lawyers, Rising Star, 2016-2018
• AV Preeminent™ rated by Martindale-Hubbell
• Brickell Magazine, "Top 20 Professionals Under Forty," 2015

Articles & Publications

• “A New Variation of the ADA Accessibility Lawsuit That Specifically Targets Hotels and Other Places
of Lodging,” Employment Law Alliance Newsletter, March 2018

• “Accessibility of Places of Public Accommodation Act: An Answer To Our ADA Prayers, or Buyer
Beware?” The Checkoff, August 2017

• "New ADA Lawsuits Target Businesses," Inside Counsel, December 2016
• Co-Author, “Avoiding Litigation: Is Your Website Accessible to Visually, Hearing Impaired?” Daily

Business Review, October 2016
• "Litigator, Meet Lion: A Miami Lawyer's Travel Adventures Online,” Daily Business Review, August

2016

Media Mentions

• “Businesses ‘Sitting Ducks’ for Lawsuits Because Websites Aren’t ADA Compliant,” WFLA-TV,
February 2019

• “ADA Lawsuits Targeting Hotels’ Websites For Not Disclosing How Accessible They Are,” Miami
Herald, January 2019
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• “Got Access for People with Disabilities Covered? Don’t Forget your Website,” The Guardian,
November 2018

• “Florida’s Serial ADA Lawsuits: Long Overdue or ‘Legal Extortion’,” Daily Business
Review. November 2018

• "Are Floridians Wasting Billions on Litigation? A New Report Says Yes.” Daily Business
Review, October 2018

• "Where In The World Is Anastasia Protopapadakis?" Super Lawyers, June 2017
• "Judge Backs Making Consumer Websites Accessible to Blind," Wall Street Journal, June 2017
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Rebecca A. Rodriguez
Senior Associate
rebecca.rodriguez@gray-robinson.com

401 East Las Olas Blvd.
Suite 1000
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: 954-761-8111
Fax: 954-761-8112
Direct: 305-913-0536

333 S.E. 2nd Avenue
Suite 3200
Miami, Florida 33131
Phone: 305-416-6880
Fax: 305-416-6887

Experience

Rebecca is a senior associate attorney in the firm’s Fort Lauderdale and Miami offices. Her practice
focuses on state and federal litigation and appellate matters on behalf of institutional and government
clients. Her past experience includes matters on behalf of firm clients City of Coral Gables, City of Doral,
City of Marathon, Village of Palmetto Bay, and the Broward County Clerk of the Court. She is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit; U.S. District Courts for the Southern,
Middle, and Northern Districts of Florida; and all Florida trial and appellate courts. She is also admitted to
practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

Areas of Practice

• Administrative & Regulatory
• Appellate
• Banking & Finance
• Food Law
• Government
• International
• Litigation
• Real Estate

Background

Rebecca was born and raised in Miami, Florida. After attending Coral Reef Senior High in Miami, Florida,
she attended the University of Florida in Gainesville, where she received her bachelor's degree in
anthropology. She then earned her master of science in criminal justice from Florida International
University.

Rebecca attended law school at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. While in law
school, Rebecca served as the associate executive editor for the ILSA Journal of International and
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Comparative Law. She was also awarded The Florida Bar Gift Award, the book award in Antitrust Law, the
SunTrust Bank Florence Bayuk Trust Scholarship for two consecutive school years, and the Florida
Association of Realtors Education Foundation Scholarship. In 2012, Rebecca represented Nova Law as
one of two selected international negotiations competitors in Washington D.C.

Education

• University of Florida, B.A. (2007)
o Florida Bright Futures Merit Scholarship

• Florida International University, M.S. (2010)
• Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad Law Center, J.D. (2012)

o ILSA Journal of International & Comparative Law, Associate Executive Editor
o Certificate in International Legal Practice
o Florida Bar Gift Award
o SunTrust Bank Florence Bayuk Trust Scholarship
o Florida Association of Realtors Education Foundation Scholarship
o Cali Book Award of Excellence in Antitrust Law
o BLSA International Negotiations Competitor
o Teaching Assistant: Constitutional Law courses and Lawyering Skills and Values courses

Admissions

• Florida
• U.S. Court of Appeals, 11th Circuit
• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida
• U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida
• U.S. Court of International Trade
• U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

Professional Associations & Memberships

• The Florida Bar
o Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 2018-2019

• Organization of Women in International Trade, South Florida
• Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance
• American Bar Association

o International Law Section
 Fall Meeting Planning Committee, 2013-2015
 Spring Meeting Planning Committee, 2014, 2016
 Customs Law Committee, Steering Group; Vice-Chair, 2013-2017

Civic

• Leadership Fort Lauderdale, Class XXII
• Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce

o International Business Committee, Global Linkage Initiatives
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o Leadership Miami, Class XL
• Diamond Angels of Joe DiMaggio Children's Hospital Foundation, Committee Member

Articles & Publications

• "Customs Law," American Bar Association's International Legal Developments Year In Review:
2017"

• Customs Law, 51 Int’l Law. 5, 2017
• Customs Law, 50 Int'l Law. 5, 2016
• Customs Law, 49 Int'l Law. 5, 2015
• Customs Law, 48 Int’l Law. 5, 2014
• “Customs Law," American Bar Association's International Legal Developments Year In Review: 2013
• “FDA Issues Final Rule Defining the Term “Gluten Free”: What Food Manufacturers Need to Know

for Product Labeling,” FDLI Update Magazine, November 2013
• “TTB and FDA Policy Updates on Gluten-Free Labeling,” FDLI Update Magazine, January 2013
• ILSA Journal of International & Comparative Law

o Associate Executive Editor, Volume 19:3, Summer 2013
o Associate Executive Editor, Volume 19:2, Spring 2013
o Associate Executive Editor, Volume 19:1, Fall 2012
o Associate Executive Editor, Volume 18:3, Summer 2012
o Junior Bilingual Editor, Volume 18:2, Spring 2012
o Junior Bilingual Editor, Volume 18:1, Fall 2011

Languages

• Spanish

Reported Cases

• Florida Research Inst. of Equine Nurturing, Dev., and Safety, Inc. v. Dillon, 247 So. 3d 538 (Fla. 4th
DCA 2018)

• ?Polsky v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 242 So. 3d 1120 (Fla. 4th DCA 2018)
• Pathak v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 236 So. 3d 1099 (Fla. 5th DCA 2017)
• Waisome v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 703 Fed. App’x 913 (11th Cir. 2017)
• In Re: Nelvare R. Scott, 567 B.R. 847, (Bankr. S.D. Fla. 2017)
• Peterson v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 219 F.Supp. 3d 1195 (S.D. Fla. 2016)
• Waisome v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 6:16-cv-445-PGB-KRS, 2016 WL 4567098 (M.D. Fla Sept.

1, 2016)

Presentations & Seminars

• Panelist, “Looking for a Few Good Men,” Broward County Bar Association’s (BCBA) Third Annual
Women Leaders in the Law Series, March 30, 2017
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Village of Biscayne Park
GrayRobinson Legal Services
February 25, 2019

Awards & Recognitions

• Florida Super Lawyers, Rising Star, 2017-2018
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Item# 12.a 

 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 12.a  
REGULAR MEETING 
 

 TO:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
 
 DATE:  March 05, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Variance Application PV18-0003 
  Marie-Emmanuelle Theard 
  11390 NE 8 Ave. Biscayne Park, FL 33161 
 
 
Recommendation 
Planning & Zoning Board denied approval on P&Z Board meeting of 01/07/2019.  
 
Background 
The owners appeal before this Commission on Regular Commission Meeting of March 
05, 2019.  
Notices of Hearing were sent to all residents on a radius of 500 ft as well as advertised 
on Daily Business Review on February 07, 2019 and February 22, 2019.  
   
 
Financial Impact: 
The owners paid the required fees of $ 150.00 for Application and $ 250.00 for 
Advertisement.  
 
 
Attachments 
 

 Variance Application  

 Advertisement 

 Letter of Notice of Hearing 
  

 

 
Prepared by: Roseann Prado 











































































 

 

            
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Village Commission of the Village of 
Biscayne Park, Florida will hear the following variance request at the Regular 
Commission Meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 05, 2019, at 7:00PM, at the 
Log Cabin located at 640 NE 114th Street, Biscayne Park, FL 33161.   
 
Pursuant to Section 13.4 of the Code of Ordinances of the Code of Biscayne Park, 
Florida, the property owners hereby seek the following variance from the Village 
Code for their property located at: 
 

Marie-Emmanuelle Theard – 11390 NE 8TH AVE 
Biscayne Park, FL 33161 

Variance Request: Legalization of shed and pergola in the back yard. 
 
All documentation pertaining to this notice may be inspected by the public at the Office of 
the Village Clerk in Village Hall, 600 NE 114th Street, Biscayne Park, FL 33161.  Interested 
parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with respect to the proposed Variance. 
 
In accordance with the provision of F.S. Section 286.0105, should any person seek to 
appeal any decision made by the Commission with respect to any matter considered at this 
meeting, such person will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made; which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons who require special 
accommodation to participate in the proceedings should call the Village Clerk’s office at 
(305) 899-8000 no later than 48 hours prior to the proceeding for assistance.  On day of 
meeting, if called in by 11:00am, we will do our best to accommodate your request.                        
Roseann Prado, Village Clerk    



 

 

The Village of Biscayne Park 
600 NE 114

th
 St., Biscayne Park, FL  33161 

Telephone: 305-899-8000    Facsimile: 305 891 7241 

 

  
 February 5, 2019 

 

 

 

Property Owner 

11380 NE 8 AVE 

Biscayne Park, FL  33161 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

VARIANCE REQUEST 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Village Commission of the Village of Biscayne Park, Florida, 

will hear the following variance request at the regular Commission Meeting to be held on 

Tuesday, March 05, 2019 at 7:00pm at the Log Cabin, 640 NE 114
th

 Street, Biscayne Park, 

FL 33161. 

 
Marie-Emmanuelle Theard – 11390 NE 8 Ave 

Biscayne Park, FL 33161 
Variance Request: Legalization of shed and pergola in the back yard 

 
 

All documentation pertaining to this notice may be inspected by the public at the Office of the Village Clerk in Village Hall, 
600 NE 114th Street.  Interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with respect to the proposed Variance. 

 
In accordance with the provision of F.S. Section 286.0105, should any person seek to appeal any decision made by the 
Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made; which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons who require special accommodation to participate 
in the proceedings should call the Village Clerk’s office at (305) 899-8000 no later than (4) days prior to the proceeding for 
assistance.  On day of meeting, if called in by 11:00am, we will do our best to accommodate your request. 

 

 

 

    Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 

    Village of  Biscayne Park  
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Item # 12.b 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 12.b 
  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 TO:  Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM:                 Dan Samaria, Commissioner 
 
 DATE:  March 5, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Village issue of Cell Phones to Commissioners  
 

 
Recommendation:  I recommend we discuss the proposed purchase of cell phones for 
commission members by the village. This needs to be transparent to our residents.  
 
 
Background:  It is being proposed that commissioners be given cell phones that would 
be paid for by the village. The cost of buying the phones and increased monthly fees 
aren’t in the budget. If it wasn’t necessary to provide cell phones to commissioners in 
the past what has changed? 
 
 
Resource Impact: I was told the cost of the phones would be $150.00 each plus the 
increase to the monthly service fee to AT&T.  
 
 
Attachment(s) 

 

  

  

 
 

 
Prepared by: Commissioner Dan Samaria   
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VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 12.c  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 TO:  Members of the Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Mayor Truppman 
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Pelican Harbor – Fee Waiver for Quarterly Mixer 
 
 
 

 
Background 
 
Pelican Harbor provides the Village and surrounding communities assistance with sick 
and injured wildlife. This year is Pelican Harbor’s 40th anniversary as a non-profit 
501(c)(3). Pelican Harbor relies solely on donations and is asking the commission to 
waive the fee for use of the Log Cabin for one of their quarterly volunteer mixers.  
 
Recommendations  
 
In order to remain revenue neutral while supporting the wonderful work of the Pelican 
Harbor, I am seeking the Commission’s support to waive the fee again this year to host 
one of their quarterly mixers. The Manager and I will be happy to volunteer our time to 
offset any cost.   
 
Resource Impact 
 
Minimal – time for staff to set up and tear down. 
 
Attachment(s) 

 See attached letter 

 
 
 

 
Prepared by: Tracy Truppman 
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Tracy Truppman

From: Christopher Boykin <christopher@pelicanharbor.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2019 9:12 AM
To: Tracy Truppman
Cc: Teresa Kowall
Subject: Re: Biscayne Park's Support

Wonderful, thanks for your efforts Mayor Truppman 
 
On Wed, Mar 6, 2019 at 4:26 PM Tracy Truppman <ttruppman@biscayneparkfl.gov> wrote: 
Dear Christopher, 
 
I will be happy ask the commission for use of the log cabin for one of your quarterly mixers. I will let you know the 
Commission's decision. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mayor Truppman 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Christopher Boykin <christopher@pelicanharbor.org>  
Date: 3/1/19 3:17 PM (GMT‐05:00)  
To: Tracy Truppman <ttruppman@biscayneparkfl.gov>, Jenny Johnson‐Sardella <jjohnson‐
sardella@biscayneparkfl.gov>  
Subject: Biscayne Park's Support  
 
Hi Mayor Trupman and Vice‐Mayor Johnson‐Sardella,  
 
It's been so wonderful having the Village of Biscayne Park at Pelican Party the last few years. Biscayne Park's tree 
canopy and Bird Sanctuary status make it one of the most magical and alluring municipalities within South Florida. 
 
I'm reaching out to inquire if Biscayne Park can join twelve other municipalities in the region in supporting our mission 
again this year? It would be great to have your support and wonderful to have you at the party on Saturday, April 13th 
at the Miami Shores Country Club as we celebrate our 40th Anniversary. 
 
Sponsorship details can be found here and in the link below. Thanks for your prior support and consideration. If BP is 
unable to do a monetary sponsorship would you consider doing an in‐kind swap and granting us use of your logcabin 
for one of our quarterly volunteer mixers? We had a wonderful time there back in December. 
 
Thanks again for your consideration and have a great weekend. 
 
 

Christopher Boykin 
Executive Director 
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Pelican Harbor Seabird Station 
1279 NE 79th Street Causeway 
Miami, FL 33138 
 

2017 Annual Report | 305.762.7633 | PelicanHarbor.org 
 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
 

https://pelicanharbor.org/pelicanparty2019/ 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
 
 
‐‐  

Christopher Boykin 
Executive Director 
Pelican Harbor Seabird Station 
1279 NE 79th Street Causeway 
Miami, FL 33138 | 305.762.7633 
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To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

  
 

Celebrate Our 40th Anniversary at  
Pelican Party on April 13, 2019 
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VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 12.d  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 TO:  Members of the Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Mayor Tracy Truppman 
 
 DATE:  March 19, 2018 
 
 TITLE:       Code Workshop – Next Steps 
 

 
Background 
 
The Commission held a code workshop on February 12, 2019 to address staff concerns 
over gaps in our code of ordinance – see attached document and a summary of the 
workshop. The commission was able to build consensus on all items except item #1. 
 
Recommendations  
 

1. Finish discussion on the first item on whether to allow permitted construction 

work on Saturdays*.  

 

2. Review changes from resident, staff, and commissioner input from the workshop 

on 2/12/19. 

 

3. Direct staff to research and recommend to the commission appropriate fines 

and/or fees for these items for the commission meeting on May 7, 2019.  

 

4. Request the Manager to obtain quotes to write the ordinance for these changes.  

 
*This item will not, in any way, prevent homeowners from completing property 
maintenance or other work on weekends that does not require a permit (e.g. painting, 
lawn work, pressure cleaning, driveway maintenance, etc.).  
 
Resource Impact 
TBD 
 

Attachment(s) 

Amended: Code and Construction- Updates 

 

 
Prepared by: Tracy Truppman 



Recommendations by Village Staff on Changes to Code of Ordinance 

 

 CATEGORY ISSUES MODIFICATION ENFORCEMENT 
& FEES 

Workshop 
Comments 

1.  Construction The Village is experiencing an 
increase in the number of major 
construction projects. Code 
changes are needed to 
minimize the negative impacts 
to nearby residents. Hours need 
to coincide with the Villages 
normal daily business hours to 
provide sufficient oversight. 

New proposed hours of operations for permitted 
construction work: 

 Weekdays (Monday -Friday)  8:00 am – 5:00 pm. 

 Weekend & Holidays: 
- Permitted construction project will be allow 

to complete work on Saturdays from        
9:00 am – 5:00 pm, except for major 
structural renovation or new construction. 
Contractors with new construction project 
or major structural renovations may apply 
for a special permit for interior finish work 
only at the discretion of and signed off by 
the Village Manager to complete interior 
finish work on Saturdays from 9:00 to 5:00 
pm, providing the work does not involve any 
heavy or noisy equipment that would 
disturb the neighbors. 

  

- Weekends & Holidays: Emergency repairs 
only- . Homeowner with emergency repairs 
will need to shall notify the Building 
Department the following business day to 
avoid being assessed double permit fees and 
fines  if the emergency repair work requires 
a permit. 

 There are no restriction for homeowners 
performing Pressure cleaning, painting, and 
lawnproperty maintenance on weekends that 
does not require a building permit.  are 
permitted on weekends from 8:00 am to 5 pm.   

 Public Works Right of Way Cconstruction hours 
shall also apply to all utility companies (gas, 
North Miami Water, ATT, comcast, and FPL) and 
their subcontractors.   

Fines: TBD Several 
residents and 
commissioners 
asked that 
homeowners be 
able to work on 
their homes on 
Saturday. 
Concerns were 
on major 
renovation or 
new 
construction 
projects that 
occur for 
extended time 
periods. 

2.  Construction The Village’s code does not 
require construction bonds and 
thus does not have a 
mechanism to hold 
owner/builders or contractors 
responsible for damaging the 
public right of way and utilities. 

 Construction bonds shall be required for all new 
construction and renovations projects. Bond 
fees will be reflected in the Master Fee 
Schedule.   

 Bonds do not grant contractors, subcontractors, 
or any affiliated vendors permission to park 
vehicles or equipment on the public right of 
way.  
 

(Parking of construction vehicles and equipment on 
the swales will also be addressed during the swale 
workshop.)  

Master Fee 
schedule: TBD 

 

 Construction Code language is deficient with  
regard to construction barriers.  

 All new construction and major structural 
renovations will require the installation of a 6’ 
high chain link construction  barrier on the 
perimeter of the property with full length green 
or black screening material, unless otherwise 
determined by the building inspector. 

 The barrier shall be installed prior to 
commencement of permitted work, unless 
otherwise determined by the building inspector.  

 The fence shall be closed, except during delivery 
of materials or other related construction 
activities and locked after hours.  

  

 Orange plastic construction fences or other 
similar barrier material shall not be permitted 

Fine: TBD  
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Recommendations by Village Staff on Changes to Code of Ordinance 

 

 CATEGORY ISSUES MODIFICATION ENFORCEMENT 
& FEES 

Workshop 
Comments 

except for drain fields or other excavations of 
less than 3 feet, as determined by the building 
inspector. 

 Construction barriers will not be required for 
excavation of new driveways or roofing, unless 
otherwise determined by the building inspector.  

3.  Construction Code language is deficient with 
regard to portable toilets. 

 Portable toilets shall be stored behind the 
required 6’ construction barriers and shall be 
serviced and waste emptied regularly. 

 Deliver, pickup, and servicing of portable toilets 
shall occur weekdays 8:00 am to 5 pm excluding 
holidays. 

 If portable toilets are not provide, the owner or 
contractor must provide restroom facilities for 
all workers during working hours. 

Fine: TBD  

4.  Construction The Village has encountered 
owner/builders and contractors 
commencing work without 
obtaining permits, including 
large editions, septic tanks and 
drain fields, and other 
violations.  

 The Village shall not permit delivery of any 
building materials or construction equipment 
prior to obtaining the require permit(s).  

 Deliveries of materials, equipment and supplies, 
shall be permitted weekdays from 8 am to 5 pm, 
excluding holidays.  

 Concrete pours shall commence and be 
completed weekdays from 8 am to 5 pm, 
excluding holidays.  

Fine: TBD  

5.  Construction Neither our code nor the Florida 
Building Code address height 
requirements for two story 
residences.  

 Building height requirements in theis Village 
shall be a maximum of 30  feet above base 
floodplain elevation level (BFE) for all new two 
stories construction projects with required side 
and rear setbacks a minimum of 10 feet for the 
first story and a minimum of 15 feet of 15 
feetfor the second story.. 

 Building height requirements in this Village shall 
be a maximum of 25 30 feet for all major 
structural renovations adding that are adding a 
second story. The  that currently have 10 foot 
setbacksrequired side and rear setbacks for the 
second story are a minimum of 15 feet. (The first 
story shall maintain the current minimum 10 
foot rear and side setbacks.) 

 .   
 
(The building height requirement for new 
construction or major renovations takes into account 
the regrading mandated by the new flood level 
elevation requirements. This could add to the overall 
height relative to the neighboring properties.) 

Find: TBD Changes were 
added at the 
request of 
residents and 
no objections 
were made by 
the commission. 
The change in 
height was to 
ensure a 
uniform 
allowable height 
for all 2nd story 
editions 
regardless. 

6.  
  
Construction Code does not adequately 

address construction 
dumpsters. 

 Construction dumpsters or construction bags 
cannot be placed on site until the required 
permit(s) areis obtained.  

 Deliver, pickup and servicing of dumpsters shall 
occur weekdays 8:00 am to 5:00 pm excluding 
holidays. Construction bags may be delivered at 
the convenience of the property owner. 

 Dumpsters and  construction bags shall be placed 
on private property (not on the swale) with 
adequate set back to minimize impact to the 
adjacent property and emptied within 24 hours 
of reaching maximum capacity.  

 Dumpsters and construction bags are to be used 
for construction debris only.  Food debris shall be 
placed in a separate garbage containers and 

Find: TBD  
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Recommendations by Village Staff on Changes to Code of Ordinance 

 

 CATEGORY ISSUES MODIFICATION ENFORCEMENT 
& FEES 

Workshop 
Comments 

removed daily.   

 Construction debris shall not create an attractive 
nuisance. 

  

 The dumpster or construction bags shall be 
removed from the site within two weeks of work 
stoppage. 

 In lieu of a dumpster, a maximum of two 
construction bags with a total of six (6) cubic 
yards of construction debris shall be allowed in 
the front or front-side yard at any given time and 
must be associated with a permitted construction 
project.  

 Construction bags (aka “Bagsters”) must be 
placed on private property and at no time shall 
be  placed in the public right-of-way or create a 
public nuisance.    

  

7.  Construction Code does not adequately 
address checklist prior to return 
of bond or issuing of Certificate 
of Occupancy. 

 Require a checklist of items prior to issuing of a 
Certificate of Completion for all SFBC Level 3 
renovation or Certificate of Occupancy for new 
construction in order to ensure the aesthetic 
restoration of the landscaping on the property 
and adjacent right of ways:  e.g. (1) removal of all 
debris and construction materials including 
fencing, dumpsters, portable toilets, etc. (2) 
regrading of substrate and soil and replacement 
of ground cover or landscape material per code. 

Fine: TBD Added after 
residents 
comments. 

7.8.  Traffic & Public Safety Code is deficient and does not 
adequately address vendors 
blocking our roadways. This is 
especially true of concrete 
pours, delivery of construction 
material and supplies, etc. 

 Require vendors to follow the standard details 
found in  Manual Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD) anytime impact traffic for more than 15 
minutes.  

 Contractors/property owners working on new 
construction or major structural renovations shall  
file MOT(s) as part of their plans during permit 
application process. Contractors/property owners  
shall notify the Villages Police Department 24 
hours in advance of any local roads that will be 
blocked for more than 30 minutes. 

  

 Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) permits will be 
required for any action that would block traffic 
for more than 30 minutes. The MOT will contain 
the specific requirements (e.g. flagman, police 
officer, location of barriers or cones, etc.) as 
determined by the building, public works, and 
police department.  

 Property owners who employ vendors 
(construction or other) that need to block the 
local roads more than 30 minute time limit, will 
need to obtain an MOT permit prior to 
commencement of work.  

 The following cases are exceptions to the 30 
minute time limit:  
(1) Landscape maintenance vehicles and moving 

company vehicles will be permitted to park on 
the swales or partially block roadways as long 
as they follow MUTCD safety guidelines and 
do not exceed two hours; and,  

 (2) Delivery trucks that are too large to park 
on the driveway or swale will be permitted to 

Fines: TBD Added after 
resident and 
staff’s 
comments. 
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Recommendations by Village Staff on Changes to Code of Ordinance 

 

 CATEGORY ISSUES MODIFICATION ENFORCEMENT 
& FEES 

Workshop 
Comments 

park on the swales or partially block roadways 
as long as they follow MUTCD safety 
guidelines and do not exceed one hours. 
Commercial vehicles blocking roadways must 
be performing a services related to the 
property owner adjacent to the commercial 
vehicle. 

8.9.  Parking Code does not adequately 
address parking of commercial 
trucks on the swale. 

 No commercial vehicles, other than Class 1 
vehicles, are permitted to park on the swale, 
unless actively engaging in a service to the 
adjoining property, unless otherwise authorized 
by the Village. 

Fines: TBD  

9.10.  Parking Code is deficient and does not 
prevent a contractor from using 
a property to store construction 
vehicles, equipment and 
materials not being used for 
permitted work on the property 
where it is being stored.  

 Properties shall not be used by owner/builder, 
contractor, or subcontractor to store 
construction vehicles and/or equipment not 
associate with the current and active permitted 
work.  

 Only construction equipment related to the 
current  permitted work property shall be 
allowed to remain overnight. If activity has 
stopped for 10 5  consecutive days (staff needs to 
revisit this – David and Christina)s, then all 
vehicles and equipment shall be removed and 
may only return when permitted work 
commences. 

  Construction equipment and vehicles not related 
to permitted work shall not  be stored at the 
property (inclusive of the right of way), including 
trailers used to transport construction 
equipment. 

 Any construction vehicles or equipment 
improperly stored on the public right-of-way may 
be towed at the owners expense.  

 Vehicles used by construction workers, 
construction passenger vehicles, and construction 
employee’s vehicles are not permitted to remain 
parked overnight at any construction property or 
right of way within the Village.  

Fines: TBD Commissioners 
expressed do 
want more 
defined  
language, less 
time, and 
equipment not 
being permitted 
to be store over 
weekends.  

10.11.  Parking Car cover cars are not being 
maintained properly and there 
is insufficient code language to 
address.  

Car covers must be properly maintained. Tarps shall 
not be permitted to used as a car cover.  

Fine: TBD  

Parking issues that are related to the swale will be discussed in the swale workshop scheduled for 2/26/19. 

Additional recommendations 

 Change process and ordinance allowing staff to give citations/administrative fines. Staff will adjust fee 

schedule and language on code. 

 Fines amounts should be a deterrent. Progressive fines should be considered. 

 For building without a permit – consider tiered fees in addition to the double permit fees and increasing 

fees for repeat offenders. 

 Legality of fining contractors directly who are repeat offenders rather than the homeowners?  Staff will 

look at Miami Beach’s code which is suppose to have language dealing with said issues.  

 Add and distribute materials for rules for contractors/homeowners as part of the permit process and put 

on the website.  
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