
The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

AGENDA

REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 at 7:00pm

Presentations at 6:30pm / Meeting at 7:00pm

           Indicates back up documents are provided.

1 Call to Order

2 Roll Call

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Presentations at 6:30pm

4.a Employee of the Year / Public Service Award

4.b Swearing in of Reserve Police Officer Alfred Munoz

4.c Miami Shores Chamber of Commerce - Jesse Walters

4.d Girl Scouts of America - Mrs. Clevell Brown Jennings

4.e Citizens Crime Watch of Biscayne Park - Chuck Ross, Crime Watch Coordinator

Meeting start at 7:00pm

5 Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda

6 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items / Good & Welfare

7 Information / Updates

7.a FY 2014-15 Monthly Financials ending 1/31/2015

At this time, any member of the Village Commission or the Village Manager may request to add, change, or

delete items from the agenda.

Comments from the public relating to topics that are on the agenda, or other general topics.
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8 Consent Agenda

8.a Approval of Minutes

w February 3, 2015 Regular Commission Meeting

8.b Acceptance of Board Minutes

w Ecology Board - January 20, 2015

w Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board - January 26, 2015

w Planning & Zoning Board - February 2, 2015

w Planning & Zoning Board - February 17, 2015

w Code Compliance Board - February 10, 2015

w Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board - February 18, 2015

w Charter Review Advisory Board - February 12, 2015

w Public Art Advisory Board - February 11, 2015

8.c Resolution 2015-06

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA RECOGNIZING A LEGAL CHANGE OF NAME FROM HEIDI

SHAFRAN TO HEIDI SIEGEL AND GRANTING AUTHORITY TO HEIDI SIEGEL AS

VILLAGE MANAGER TO SERVE AS A SIGNATORY ALONG WITH THE VILLAGE

COMMISSION ON ALL BANKING DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE VILLAGE OF

BISCAYNE PARK; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

8.d Resolution 2015-07

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA DECLARING VILLAGE VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT AS SURPLUS

PROPERTY AND GRANTING THE VILLAGE MANAGER AUTHORIZATION TO SELL

SAID SURPLUS THROUGH BIDERA AUCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE

DATE

8.e Resolution 2015-16

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE CERTIFICATE OF

ACCEPTANCE OF THE GRANT FROM THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW

ENFORCEMENT – EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Items listed under Consent Agenda are viewed to be routine, and the recommendation will be enacted by ONE

MOTION in the form listed below. If discussion is desired, then the item(s) will be removed from the Consent

Agenda and will be considered separately.
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8.f Resolution 2015-17

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE

SECOND ADDENDUM BETWEEN VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK AND RAYDEL

LANDSCAPING CORP. FOR PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

SERVICES (PART I) AND PROFESSIONAL TREE TRIMMING, REMOVAL AND

DISPOSAL SERVICES (PART II); PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

< End of Consent >

9 Public Hearing

9.a Variance Request:  Mariana Ferro & Amalivis Alonso

825 NE 113th Street, Biscayne Park  FL

10 Ordinances 

 

FIRST READING

< None >

SECOND READING

10.a Ordinance 2015-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA; AUTHORIZING THE BORROWING OF MONEY IN AN AMOUNT

NOT TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($350,000.00)

FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING A PORTION OF THE VILLAGE'S COSTS FOR

THE TOTAL AMOUNT TO FUND THE BALANCE OF RESTORATION OF THE

HISTORIC VILLAGE HALL LOG CABIN; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

11 Resolutions

11.a Resolution 2015-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, PLEDGING A PORTION OF THE VILLAGE’S HALF CENT SALES

TAX REVENUE FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA AS COLLATERAL FOR A LOAN

WITH CITY NATIONAL BANK; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

11.b Resolution 2015-09

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE NET PROCEEDS FROM THE

SALE OF SURPLUS VEHICLES TO FUND A PORTION OF THE COST OF THE

RESTORATION OF THE HISTORIC VILLAGE HALL LOG CABIN; PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE
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11.c Resolution 2015-10

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING A DEBT SERVICING FUND AND

APPROPRIATING $2,700.00 PER MONTH FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO

TRANSFER TO THE DEBT SERVICING FUND; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE

DATE

11.d Resolution 2015-11

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE LOAN

AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY NATIONAL BANK AND THE VILLAGE OF

BISCAYNE PARK TO FUND A PORTION OF THE RESTORATION OF THE HISTORIC

VILLAGE HALL LOG CABIN IN THE AMOUNT OF $350,000.00 AT AN INTEREST

RATE OF 4.25% FOR FIFTEEN (15) YEARS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  

11.e Resolution 2015-12

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD

MEMBERS TO THE PARKS & PARKWAY ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

11.f Resolution 2015-13

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD

MEMBERS TO THE ECOLOGY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

11.g Resolution 2015-14

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD

MEMBERS TO THE RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN

EFFECTIVE DATE   

11.h Resolution 2015-15

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD

MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC ART ADVISORY BOARD; PROVIDING FOR AN

EFFECTIVE DATE 

12 Old Business

12.a Draft of the proposed code changes to Chapter 5

These items are generally discussion items that have been previously discussed by the Commission and new

information or updates are available by either a member of the Commission or the Administration.
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13 New Business

13.a
Discussion to waive rental fees for Girl Scouts at the Ed Burke Recreation 

Center

13.b
Discussion on request to support Injured Native Wildlife at 35th Anniversary 

Celebration for the Pelican Harbor Seabird Station

14 Request for placement of items on next meeting agenda

15 Reports

15.a Village Manager

w Annexation update

w Village Hall log cabin restoration & annex building update

15.b Village Attorney 

w Code Compliance Board Member appointments

15.c Board / Committee Reports:

w Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

w Code Review Board

w Recreation Advisory Board

w Ecology Board

w Biscayne Park Foundation

15.d Commissioner Comments

w Vice Mayor Jonas

w Commissioner Anderson

w Commissioner Ross

w Commissioner Watts

w Mayor Coviello

16 Announcements

Wednesday, March 4th - Code Review Board at 7:00pm

Saturday, March 7th - Walk a Hound Lose a Pound at 9:00am

Saturday, March 7th - Food & Tunes St Patrick's Day Event at 6:30pm

Monday, March 9th - Biscayne Park Foundation at 7:00pm

Through general consensus a member of the Commission may request an item be placed on the next agenda for

discussion (New Business) or as a Resolution/Ordinance. 

These items are generally discussion items that have been requested by members of the Commission or the

Administration.
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Tuesday, March 10th - Code Compliance Board at 7:00pm

Wednesday, March 11th - Public Art Advisory Board at 6:00pm

Thursday, March 12th - Charter Review Advisory Board at 7:00pm

Monday, March 16th - Planning & Zoning Board at 6:30pm

Monday, March 16th - Ecology Board at 6:30pm

Wednesday, March 18th - Parks & Parkway Advisory Board at 6:00pm

Wednesday, March 18th - Code Review Board at 7:00pm

Tuesday, March 24th - Recreation Advisory Board at 7:00pm

Thursday, March 26th - Charter Review Advisory Board at 7:00pm

Saturday, March 28th - Spring Egg Hunt at 10:00am

Tuesday, March 31st - Crime Watch Meeting at 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 1st - Code Review Board at 7:00pm

Monday, April 6th - Planning & Zoning Board at 6:30pm

Our next regular Commission meeting is Tuesday, April 7, 2015, at 7:00pm

17 Adjournment

In accordance with the provisions of F.S. Section 286.0105, should any person seek to appeal any

decision made by the Commission with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person

will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made; which record includes the

testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation

to participate in the proceedings should call Village Hall at (305) 899 8000 no later than four (4) days

prior to the proceeding for assistance.

DECORUM - All comments must be addressed to the Commission as a body and not to individuals. Any

person making impertinent or slanderous remarks, or who becomes boisterous while addressing the

Commission, shall be barred from further audience before the Commission by the presiding officer,

unless permission to continue or again address the commission is granted by the majority vote of the

Commission members present. No clapping, applauding, heckling or verbal outbursts in support or in

opposition to a speaker or his/her remarks shall be permitted. No signs or placards shall be allowed in

the Commission Chambers. Please mute or turn off your cell phone or pager at the start of the meeting.

Failure to do so may result in being barred from the meeting. Persons exiting the Chamber shall do so

quietly.
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                         Budget To Actual Report -General Fund
Village of Biscayne Park  

 Period Ending 01/31/2015                                            

                                                  % Fiscal Year Completed: 33.70%                                                   

Fund 001 - General Fund

Budget Actual % of Budget Used

Revenues
Property Taxes 1,331,461 1,160,848 87.19%

Utility Fees 289,962 89,539 30.88%

Franchise Fee 161,283 53,836 33.38%

Charge For Services 145,016 69,483 47.91%

Judgment & Fines 41,600 13,170 31.66%

Miscellaneous Income 111,695 20,779 18.60%

Grants & Contributions 21,906 7,577 34.59%

Intergovernmental Revenues 291,458 98,204 33.69%

2,394,381 1,513,436 63.21%

Transfers In 98,730 32,695 33.12%

Total Revenues 2,493,111 1,546,131 62.02%

Expenditures

Village Commission 23,718 8,645 36.45% B

Administration 206,082 64,901 31.49% 22 25

Finance 147,327 42,581 28.90%

Planning & Zoning 42,000 14,000 33.33%

General Government 430,781 125,627 29.16%

Police 1,081,851 331,383 30.63%

Building Department 109,256 42,230 38.65% A

Code Enforcement 61,987 18,696 30.16%

Public Works 187,626 62,671 33.40%

Parks and Recreation 167,483 52,569 31.39%

Total Expenditures 2,458,111 763,303 31.05%  

 Transfers Out 35,000 0 0.00

Total Expenditures 2,493,111 763,303 30.62%

A

B

Higher inspector fees offset by higher permit fee revenues

Timing differences promotional activities-Annual budget $2,500 YTD actual $1,908

Employee Thanksgiving Turkeys $540, Ground Breaking $747.85
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2014-15 YTD BALANCE AVAILABLE % BDGT

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET 1/31/2015 BALANCE USED

  

Fund 302 - Capital Improvements Fund-Appropriations-DOEO Grant

Revenues-State Appropriations-DOEO Grant
302-539-3344000.000-DOEO State Appropriations-DOEO Grant 1,000,000 101,564 898,436 10.16%

TOTAL Revenues 1,000,000 101,564 898,436 10.16%

Expenditures-State Appropriations-DOEO Grant
302-539-5800000.210-DOEO Design & Engineering-DOEO Grant 56,500 54,749 1,751 96.90%

302-539-5800000.220-DOEO Construction Costs-DOEO Grant 893,500 46,815 846,685 5.24%

302-539-5800000.240-DOEO Construction Project Management-DOEO 50,000 0 50,000 0.00%

TOTAL Expenditures 1,000,000 101,564 898,436 10.16%

96.90% Complete

                       Design & Engineering  Construction

                                 5.24% Complete
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Background 
 

The Minutes as listed below are being provided for the Commission’s review and 
approval.   

Fiscal/Budget Impact 

None.   

Staff Recommendation   

Approval 

Attachments 

 February 3, 2015 Regular Commission Meeting 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Approval of Minutes 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Mayor David Coviello called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

2 Roll Call

Mayor David Coviello - present

Vice Mayor Fred Jonas - present

Commissioner Bob Anderson - present

Commissioner Roxanna Ross - present

Commissioner Barbara Watts - present

Present from staff were:

Village Manager Heidi Shafran

Village Clerk Maria C. Camara

Village Attorney John Hearn

Public Services Manager Krishan Manners

Finance Director Irwin Williams

Parks & Recreation Manager Shelecia Bartley

Assistant Public Works Manager Cesar Hernandez

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Presentations

 

4.a Reserve Police Officer Max Jean Charles was sworn in by Village Clerk Maria Camara.

4.b
Jeff Cazeau of Becker & Poliakoff provided an update on the Village's annexation 

application

5 Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda

Commissioner Anderson requests an update on the recreation restrooms during the 

Manager's report.

Commissioner Ross to provide an update on MLK Day of Service during Commission 

reports.

MINUTES
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at 7:00pm
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Mayor Coviello requests to move item 10.a, Resolution 2015-02, before item 9.a, 

Ordinance 2015-01.

6 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items / Good & Welfare

Marie Smith, resident and member of the Ecology Board:  Commissioner Watts asked 

for support from the Ecology Board regarding the Pine Rocklands.  Biscayne Times 

has an article on this project.  Miami Dade County is becoming a concrete jungle.  We 

as a Village, as a Tree City, as a bird sanctuary, we need to stand behind 

municipalities to keep the green.  Please pass the resolution.

Dan Keys:  Have provided On the meetings to discuss Chapter 5, changes were made 

to reduce from three zones to two zones in the swale area.  If you don't provide 

suggestions to the board on whether you like what has been presented, the board 

will continue with what they have.  To defer some pain when this actually comes 

before you, you may want to consider providing suggestions now.

Barbara Kuhl:  Agree with Marie Smith and supports resolution on Pine Rocklands.  

On the ordinance to borrow, agree to borrow, but should cut money in the budget, 

not move it around.  We started with $40,000 in landscape which was too high.  

There is money in the budget.  Have to decide what we need and we want.  Don't 

want contingency reduced.  We need that in reserves.  Need to cut the budget.  

Recreation has a large budget.  Can reduce there or you need to justify why we need 

another full time person, more programs, more staff.  On bathrooms, it's been six 

months.  The schedule of the Public Services Manager has nothing to do with this.  

The person we hired should be doing this and getting the job done.

Janey Anderson:  Walking around the recreation center, entire field was filled with 

kids playing soccer.  But the field looks tired.  Are these groups renting? Residents or 

non residents? Many cars parked partially on the sidewalk.  Staff needs to keep an 

eye on this.  On the loan, asks Commission to remember that at the end of the day, 

you are responsible for our money, and for our future.  Don't gamble.  Watch where 

you get money from. In support of borrowing.

Manager Shafran:  Bathroom renovations moving along.  In the past, major issues 

were covered up.  Uncovered major leak and mold issue.  Also uncovered termites.  

Had to seal planter before sheetrock was applied.  Decisions were made the first 

time that the Manager was not advised of.  This time each step is being looked at 

reviewed closely.

Public Services Manager Manners:  Have spoken to the contractor to maintain 

regular schedule and get the job completed.

Manager Shafran, regarding the field, we are addressing the field condition and will 

coordinate a two-week hiatus to do an intense field healing.
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Jorge Marinoni:  In support of the Pine Rocklands resolution.  On borrowing, even 

though a conservative, agree that this is the right thing to do.  Good interest rate 

now.  To use our reserves is ill advised.

Chuck Ross:  Agree with Jorge.  Rate of 4.25% is good.  Had a Crimewatch meeting on 

January 18th, but was not well attended.  A handout was provided on identify theft 

and can provide to anyone interested. Another is scheduled in February and looks 

forward to higher attendance.  On the Ball Player sculpture, have collected 

approximately $5,700 in donations and the goal was $6,000.  Additional pledges will 

get us to that goal.

Milton Hunter:  Evaluation was done in 2012 on Village Hall.  It is not efficient to 

meet the needs of the staff.  It is not ADA.  There are safety issues with staff in close 

proximity to prisoners.  There are fire hazards.  There are employee health issues.  A 

project back in 2004 was discussed to build a new Village Hall in the median on 114th 

Street; then later for a Computer Learning Center in the gravel lot.  Neither project 

went through.  Poor planning, lack of commission decision in a timely manner were 

the reasons.  Can't believe that anyone would see the $1 million grant as a negative.  

Move forward while we are still on the clock.

Tracy Truppman:  Thanks staff and commission for listening to concerns.  In support 

of Pine Rockland resolution.  In regards to our park, we need to balance the needs of 

the residents with those of not residents.  Look for charging and make it more 

revenue neutral.  Needs to be addressed.  On borrowing, go back and forth on this 

issue.  Concern with making sure we have reserves and the need for the building.  

Figure out financially what is best for Village.  Concern with taking out a loan when 

we have had financial issues.  On information going around the Village that are 

misleading and erroneous, concerned with this.  Encourage residents that if you have 

questions, go to the staff and commission.  They have been kind with their time and 

encourage you to get information from the source.

Manager Shafran:  In regards to park revenues, we are currently at 55% of our 

projected revenues, but only at 25% of the year.  It was a commitment we made 

during budget discussions, and we are continuing with that and balancing it with the 

needs of maintaining the field.

7 Information / Updates

7.a
Month end financials for fiscal year 2014-15 as of December 31, 2014, provided by 

Finance Director Williams.

8 Consent Agenda

8.a Approval of Minutes

January 6, 2015 Regular Commission Meeting

January 15, 2015 Community & Board Workshop on Chapter 5
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8.b Acceptance of Board Minutes

Parks & Parkway Advisory Board - December 17, 2014

Biscayne Park Foundation - December 8, 2014

Biscayne Park Foundation - January 5, 2015

Planning & Zoning Board - January 5, 2015

Planning & Zoning Board - January 20, 2015

Code Compliance Board - January 13, 2015

Public Art Advisory Board - January 14, 2015

Recreation Advisory Board - December 16, 2014

Charter Review Advisory Board - January 8, 2015

Charter Review Advisory Board - January 22, 2015

8.c Resolution 2015-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,

FLORIDA; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN GAIL

GOEBEL AND THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK FOR THE PROVISION OF A DANCE

AND EXERCISE PROGRAM AT THE ED BURKE RECREATION CENTER; PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.    

Vice Mayor Jonas makes a motion to approved the consent agenda and it is 

seconded by Commissioner Anderson.

All in favor:  Mayor Coviello, Vice Mayor Jonas, Commissioner Anderson, 

Commissioner Ross and Commissioner Watts.

Opposed:  None

Motion carries:  5/0

Item 10.a is moved up in the agenda.

10.a Resolution 2015-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,

FLORIDA, OPPOSING THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF APPROXIMATELY 88 ACRES

OF PINE ROCKLAND GENERALLY LOCATED ALONG S.W. 152ND STREET AND S.W.

127TH AVENUE WITHIN UNINCORPORATED MIAMI-DADE COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE  

Attorney Hearn read the title.

Commissioner Watts introduced Leslye Jacobs who spoke on behalf of the Pine 

Rockland Coalition.

Vice Mayor Jonas makes a motion to approve Resolution 2015-02 and it is seconded 

by Commissioner Anderson.

All in favor:  Mayor Coviello, Vice Mayor Jonas, Commissioner Anderson, 

Commissioner Ross and Commissioner Watts.

Opposed:  None

Motion carries:  5/0
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9 Ordinances 

First Reading:

9.a Ordinance 2015-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,

FLORIDA; AUTHORIZING THE BORROWING OF MONEY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO

EXCEED THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($350,000.00) FOR THE

PURPOSE OF FINANCING A PORTION OF THE VILLAGE'S COSTS FOR THE TOTAL

AMOUNT TO FUND THE BALANCE OF RESTORATION OF THE HISTORIC VILLAGE HALL

LOG CABIN; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Attorney Hearn read the title.

Mayor Coviello opened the meeting for public comment:

Dan Keys:  In favor.  Have looked at all options.  The 4.25% rate is a reasonable rate 

available in the market today.  We need the money.  Do something to help us spend 

$1 million of someone else's money.

Chuck Ross:  In favor.  Move forward.  Something we have looked to do for many 

years.

Vice Mayor Jonas makes a motion to approve Ordinance 2015-01 and it is seconded 

by Commissioner Ross.

Manager Shafran provided a summary and introduced Mariano Martinez from City 

National Bank.

Mayor Coviello:  Congratulates the Manager on the projected $100,000 in savings 

from the prior year budget.

Mayor Coviello:  Was having the RFP out for only one week a standard practice?

Manager Shafran:  Were advised by industry professionals to keep it short due to 

market and fluctuation of interest rates.

Commissioner Anderson:  Why not consider a line of credit?

Mr. Martinez:  Yes it was considered, but typically have a variable rate.  In the rate 

environment we are in and based on scope of the project, better to lock in a rate for 

15 years.

Commissioner Anderson:  Really feel this amount of money we could cut back on 

what we are doing on the log cabin.  Phase it in and don't do it all at once.  Eliminate 

something in the beginning and defer it down the road, over a 5 year period.  Not in 

favor of borrowing.
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Commissioner Ross:  Was going to ask if $350,000 was enough. Got affirmation from 

the Manager that this amount was good.  Considered drawing down a third of the 

amount as needed, but understands the impact to interest rate.  This is a great 

advantage to be able to pay it off after 5 years.  There are other negotiating points to 

allow Manager to work through.  This commission has been looking for financing as 

far back as 2012.  Previously discussed reducing scope of administration building by 

putting Police in Public Works, but decided to keep them at Village Hall. Totally in 

favor of getting this done.  Don't want to jeopardize this gift of a million dollars.  

More expensive to piece meal this.

Commissioner Watts:  Why is 4.25% so much higher than home mortgage rate.  How 

many banks were approached on this RFP?  On the half cent sales tax as collateral, 

isn't this already allocated in the budget for something else?  We should look for 

items in the budget to cut like not hiring a full time person in Recreation Center.  Can 

we shave off the budget to not have to borrow this amount.  Can we reduce cost for 

furnishings on the new building?  If budget was passed so thin, how can we all of a 

sudden find these funds?

Mr. Martinez:  Usually commercial loans differ from home loans, and home loans are 

typically for a longer timeframe.

Manager Shafran:  Currently have not hired at full time.  But cannot commit that 

salary as there are other issues such as A/C repair, termite tenting.

Watts:  Look to get surplus furniture, like the donation from FIU.

Mayor Coviello:  What is on the table is borrowing the amount, not exactly where it 

will be paid from.

Manager Shafran:  As there were savings in various line items last year, we look for 

those same savings this year, and the goal is not to go over budget.

Commissioner Watts:  Not in favor of borrowing.

Commissioner Anderson:  When agreement for new building was approved, I 

supported that as long as there were budget cuts.  What is being presented tonight is 

not a budget cut.  It is taking money earmarked for reserves.  Concerned with 

reserves in the case a hurricane were to come through.

Manager Shafran:  Provided a recap of what occurred in 2006 after Hurricane Wilma.  

Well aware of the process for reimbursements.  Since then, FEMA has improved their 

processes and cities have also learned.  We are well covered if this were to happen 

again without having to touch our reserves.

Commissioner Ross:  Referenced the programs available from the Florida League of 

Cities to assist cities in this situation.

Mayor Coviello:  Looks for alternative solutions.
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Commissioner Anderson:  As I asked for originally, reduce our operating budget, 

don't take out of reserves.  Keep what is earmarked for reserves.  Don't do all the 

work now on the log cabin.  Don't know what the final cost is?  Fund the interior 

yearly.  We have other expenses and won't know what is going to happen.

Mayor Coviello:  We have an estimate from the architect on the log cabin, and soon 

we will have an exact amount.  Have already started some preliminary work and we 

estimate we will need at least $350,000.  Assuming we are not deciding tonight on 

where the payment to the loan is coming from, and we are only approving the 

borrowing, are you in favor?  Better to do all at once and not in pieces.

Commissioner Anderson:  Looking at this as a whole package.  Have been given no 

other options than just borrowing.  Need to reduce expenses.  Agree with doing the 

new building all at once, but on the log cabin, we can do that in phases.

Commissioner Ross:  This loan would be used by end of summer.  First payment 

would be in next fiscal year?

Manager Shafran:  Need to expend on Village Hall restoration prior to June 30th.

Commissioner Watts:  Go to Tallahassee and get another million.

Vice Mayor Jonas:  Thanks Manager for the amazing job she is doing with our budget.  

This is the time to stop having little or no vision.  Be ambitious.  Borrow the money 

and get it done right.  We will find the funding.

Commissioner Ross:  If we do nothing, we are delaying what we have already started.  

Delays cost more in the end.

Mayor Coviello:  Agrees 100% with Jonas.  Looks for Anderson for ideas.

Commissioner Anderson:  Based on attachment A, will interest payment start on 

March 20th even though we don't need the money then.

Manager Shafran:  The attachment referenced is just a response to the proposal.  We 

would now start the negotiation process and payments will start when the loan is 

finalized.

Commissioner Anderson:  Comfortable borrowing a maximum of $150,000. If any 

more, will not vote for it at second reading.

Mayor Coviello:  Support using the $100,000 from FY 2013-14 after the audit is 

done?

Commissioner Anderson:  No.  Manager can come up with this amount from the 

budget.  

Page 7 Minutes Regular Commission Meeting 02 03 2015.xls



Manager Shafran:  Cannot make a 10% cut to our current budget.  Cannot do this 

without shutting down departments.  Residents need the Building Department, they 

need Code Compliance, they value the use the park.  List of projects for Public Works 

that won't end.

Commissioner Anderson:  Only thing we need to provide to the residents is police.  

Look at other departments and squeeze what you can.  Look at outsourcing 

departments.  Do layoffs.  Need to bite the bullet.  This should have been thought 

about before this.

Commissioner Watts:  What was presented to Tallahassee was short.

Manager Shafran:  We were on point with the projected amount.  Only after 

Heisenbottle provided more concrete figures is when it increased.

Commissioner Ross:  This would be burdensome to the current residents to have to 

absorb the Village's contributions.  This should be spread out over many years.

Mayor Coviello:  Working hard on annexation to improve services.  Why are we even 

considering cutting services.  Absurd to think we can find this amount in one year.

Commissioner Anderson:  When you look to borrow money, you have to also look at 

cutting expenses.  And these should have been considered already, not now when 

we have to make the decision.  We have no options.

Commissioner Watts:  Consider only borrowing $250,000.

Vice Mayor Jonas:  Now is the time to get out of the way, and not to micromanage 

the manager.  Have vision, have courage and let us improve the Village. 

Commissioner Anderson:  In favor of borrowing, but not this amount.  We have been 

provided zero options.

Commissioner Watts:  Not in favor of using money for reserves.  We should have at 

least 20% of our operating expenses in reserves, or more as we are a small 

municipality.  Not just 15%.

Mayor Coviello:  We passed a resolution in 2012 establishing 15% as the amount to 

have in reserves which is what we have. 
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Manager Shafran:  If this does not go through, only have $200,000 to put towards 

the log cabin.  There is an issue with the foundation in the log cabin.  The additions 

have to be removed.  We have no windows in some areas.  If we don't get the loan, 

recommend not doing any work on the log cabin.  We will just have a new annex 

building and an empty log cabin with a leaking roof and a foundation held up with 

cinder blocks.

Attorney Hearn:  Realistically no bank will hold this rate for several months.  Cannot 

move forward on an agreement for restoration of the log cabin unless we get this 

loan approved.

Additional public comment after commission discussion:

Dan Keys:  All of us here have had a mortgage.  This is what we are discussing here, a 

$350,000 loan with an annual payment of $31,000.  In any budget year, you can find 

that amount.  This is a necessary evil.  A no brainer.  Rubber hitting the road.  This is 

an amazing $1 million once in a lifetime.  Only have to come up with $31,000 each 

year.  Take $5,000 from each department and you have it.  Trend is going up with 

real estate.  Any budget year we can find $31,000.  I encourage you to do it.  Have 

the confidence that many in the Village support this.

Chester Morris:  Looks like we have to do it.  We got $1.1 million and we are 

$350,000 short.  If you don't do this, you will have a problem.  Already started the 

building.  All comes down to fiduciary responsibility.  Unfortunately don't see any 

other way.  Agree with Danny.  Look to pay it off in 5 years.

Barbara Kuhl:  Those that spoke said to get it done right the first time.  The $31,000 

the Village can find it.  You have to go forward.  Can't have half a building.  

Community in favor to go forward.  Won't be a problem paying back.  Bite the bullet 

and find way to best allocate the funds and do this now.

Chuck Ross:  Discussed putting police department in Public Works.  If there was a 

concern with borrowing, that is when this should have been discussed.  Now we are 

already committed.  4.25% is a cheap rate.  We can find $35,000 in the budget.  Asks 

if better to go with a 20 year loan.  There is consensus to get this done properly.  

Manager is being fiscally responsible.  Properties are selling at higher levels.  There is 

a property for sale for $1 million.  Please move forward at first reading and discuss 

more.  Not fair to shave a considerable amount off of the current budget.  Don't 

impact the current residents.

Commissioner Watts:  On some e-mails received from residents, if we were going 

broke, and expenses going up and that's why we need to do annexation, why are we 

considering borrowing money.

Mayor Coviello:  What we want to do with annexation is to not to just get by every 

year, but have a substantial amount of money to make substantial improvements to 

the Village and elevate this Village.
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Commissioner Anderson:  Would consider voting in favor, if the amount ear-marked 

for reserves and the amount in contingency is not touched.  Payments need to come 

from somewhere else in the budget.

Manager Shafran:  Will look at both reduction in expenses and increase in revenues.

The motion is called to a vote.  Roll call:

Commissioner Watts:  No

Commissioner Ross:  Yes

Commissioner Anderson:  Yes

Vice Mayor Jonas:  Yes

Mayor Coviello:  Yes

Motion carries:  4/1

10 Resolutions

10.b Resolution 2015-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,

FLORIDA, SUPPORTING "15 DAYS OF NEIGHBORLY LOVE" A VALENTINE'S DAY

GOODWILL INITIATIVE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  

Commissioner Ross provided the background.

Commissioner Ross makes a motion to approve and it is seconded by Commissioner 

Anderson.

All in favor:  Mayor Coviello, Vice Mayor Jonas, Commissioner Anderson, 

Commissioner Ross and Commissioner Watts

Opposed:  None

Motion carries:  5/0

11  Old Business

< None >

12  New Business

< None >

  

13 Request for Placement of Items on Next Meeting Agenda

Commissioner Anderson:  Discussion on train horns and to contact other 

municipalities along the railroad track.

Commissioner Watts:  Discussion on board appointments and number of members 

on the board and definition of 'family'.

14 Reports

14.a Village Manager:

- Lob cabin restoration and annex building:  Provided updated GANT chart.
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- Proposed code changes to chapter 5:  A third joint meeting with the Code Review 

Board and Parks & Parkway Advisory Board scheduled for February 18th at 6:30pm.

- Community Signage Project:  Currently out to bid for a landscape architect.  Bids are 

due February 25th.

- Bathroom renovations:  The sinks removed from men's restroom due to safety 

reasons.

14.b Attorney Hearn:

- Reminder of the required training for all elected officials.  Will provide information 

on webinar that is available.

 

- Reminder of the required training for all elected officials.  Will provide information 

on webinar that is available.

 

- On the board appointments that are scheduled for March, in regards to Planning & 

Zoning Board, related code is in multiple places.  Asks for commission approval to 

move forward on drafting an ordinance to clarify.

Commissioner Anderson makes a motion to support a rewrite of our code as it 

relates to the Planning & Zoning Board.  It is seconded by Commissioner Ross.

All in favor:  Mayor Coviello, Vice Mayor Jonas, Commissioner Anderson, 

Commissioner Ross and Commissioner Watts

Opposed:  None

Motion carries:  5/0

14.c Board / Committee Reports

 < None >

14.d Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Ross thanks those that came out and supported the MLK Day of 

Service.  A successful event that resulted in $1,025 in donations.

15 Announcements

Saturday, February 7th - Walk a Hound Lose a Pound at 9:00am

Monday, February 9th - Biscayne Park Foundation at 7:00pm

Tuesday, February 10th - Code Compliance Board at 7:00pm

Wednesday, February 11th - Public Art Advisory Board at 6:00pm

Thursday, February 12th - Charter Review Advisory Board at 7:00pm

Monday, February 16th - All Village Departments are closed in observance

                                           of President's Day

Tuesday, February 17th - Planning & Zoning Board at 6:30pm

Tuesday, February 17th - Ecology Board at 6:30pm

Wednesday, February 18th - Parks & Parkway Advisory Board at 6:00pm
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Wednesday, February 18th - Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board at 6:30pm

Saturday, February 21st - E-Waste Collection Event from 9:00am-12:00pm

Saturday, February 21st - Movie Night in the Park at 6:00pm

Tuesday, February 24th - Recreation Advisory Board at 7:00pm

Thursday, February 26th - Charter Review Advisory Board at 7:00pm

Monday, February 2nd - Planning & Zoning Board at 6:00pm

The next regular commission meeting is Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at 7:00pm.

15 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm.

Commission approved on _____________________________.

Attest:

_____________________________                   ___________________________

David Coviello, Mayor                                                Maria Camara, Village Clerk
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Background 
 

The Board Minutes as listed below are being provided for the Commission’s review 
and acceptance.  If the minutes provided have not yet been approved by the board, 
they are noted as DRAFT. 
 
Staff Recommendation   
Acceptance at Consent 
 
Attachments 

- Ecology Board – January 20, 2015 DRAFT 
- Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board – January 26, 2015 
- Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board – February 18, 2015 
- Planning & Zoning Board – February 2, 2015 
- Planning & Zoning Board – February 17, 2015 DRAFT 
- Code Compliance Board – February 10, 2015 DRAFT 
- Charter Review Advisory Board – February 12, 2015 DRAFT 
- Public Art Advisory Board – February 11, 2015 DRAFT 

Village Commission Meeting Date: March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Acceptance of Board Minutes 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



 

 

The Village of Biscayne Park 
640 NE 114

th
 St., Biscayne Park, FL  33161 

Telephone: 305-899-8000    Facsimile: 305 891 7241 
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MINUTES 

PUBLIC ART ADVISORY BOARD 
Ed Burke Recreation Center, 11400 NE 9th Ct., Biscayne Park, FL 

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 at 6:00PM 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL – The meeting was called to order at 

6:15pm.  Present were board members Karen Marinoni, Susan Weiss and 
Veronica Fascie.  Larry Newberry was absent.  Also present were Village 
Clerk Maria Camara and Public Services Manager Krishan Manners. 
 

2. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS - None 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (PERMITTED FOR EACH AGENDA ITEM) - None 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Karen Marinoni makes a motion to approve 
the minutes of January 14, 2015, and it was seconded by Susan Weiss.  All 
in favor.  Motion carries 3-0. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS –  

 
a. Status of sculpture for pet waste station locations:  Larry Newberry 

not present to provide information.  Will defer to the March meeting. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS –  
 

a. Environmental Sculptures – Clerk Camara provided the information 
regarding the sculptures. Board members will review and bring back 
to March meeting for further discussion. 
 

b. Board member application forms provided to each board member 
for reappointment at the March Commission meeting. 

 
c. Consideration of a call to artists for sculpture competition to either 

acquire or to have on loan.  Susan Weiss to bring examples for 
March meeting. 

 
d. Art in the Park event in May – the Board requests that Park 

Manager Shelecia Bartley provide an update on the event and 
artists that have confirmed to participate. 

 
e. Public Services Manager Manners provided an update on the 

current RFQ for Landscape Architect.  Clerk Camara to provide a 
link to the RFQ to Susan Weiss so that she can forward to FIU to 
see if they would be interested in submitting a proposal. 

PUBLIC ART 

ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Larry Newberry 

Chair 

 

Veronica Fascie 

Karen Marinoni 

Susan Weiss 
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7. NEXT MEETING DATE – Wednesday, March 11th, 2015, at 6:00pm. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT – Meeting was adjourned at 6:32pm. 

 

 
 

Minutes approved on ________________________ 
                                                (Date) 
 
 
 
By: _______________________________________ 

      



                Village of Biscayne Park  
640 NE 114th Street 

Biscayne Park, FL  33161 
Tel: 305 899 8000 

Fax:  305 891 7241 
 
 

MINUTES 
Ecology Board 

Ed Burke Recreation Center 
11400 NE 9th Court, Biscayne Park, FL 

 

January 20, 2015 
 

1. Call to Order -  The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. 
 

 
2. Roll Call -  Tom Pliske, Marie Smith, Richie Strassberg, Luca Bronzi. 

 
 

3. Additions, deletions and withdrawals -  None. 
 
 

4. Approval of Minutes -  The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
 
 

5. New Business -   Karla Gottlieb has resigned from the Ecology Board because she is 
moving out of the Village of Biscayne Park.  Luca Bronzi, previously an alternate, will 
replace Karla as the fifth Board member. 
 
Village Commissioner Barbara Watts spoke to the Board about a certain plot of rare 
rockland in Miami-Dade County that is being slated for development and the importance 
of preserving the species found on that land.  The Board unanimously passed a 
resolution supporting the preservation of the rockland and of its ecosystem. 
 
The Board discussed a potential Earth Day event. 
 
 

6. Old Business - The Board discussed the native plant sale event and its scheduling in 
coordination with Citizens for a Better South Florida, (which will supply the plants).  To 
the extent possible, the plant sale will be scheduled for the same date and time as the 
Village Garage Sale on April 11, 2015. 
 
The e-waste event will be held on Saturday, February 21, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  
The Village newsletter will list the items that will be accepted (such as computers, 
printers, etc. . .). 

 
 

7. Public Comments -  None. 
 
 

Board Members 
 

Carmen DeBernardi 
Chair 

 
Luca Bronzi 
Tom Pliske 
Marie Smith 

Richie Strassberg 
 
 

 
 
 
 



8. Announcements -  The next meeting will take place on Wednesday February 18th, at 
6:30 p.m. at the recreation center. 
 
 

9. Adjournment -  The meeting was adjourned at: 7:20. 
 

Minutes taken by Luca Bronzi 
 
 
 

 
Minutes approved by: _____________________________ 
 
On this _____ day of _________________________, 2015. 

 



The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Gage Hartung called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.

2 Roll Call

Present:  Gage Hartung, Dale Blanton, Judi Hamelburg, Gary Kuhl, Andrew Olis, Dan 

Keys, Barbara Kuhl, Robert Silverman and Randy Wagoner

 

Present from Village Administration:  Village Manager Heidi Shafran, Village Clerk 

Maria Camara, and Public Services Manager Krishan Manners

 

3 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items

Tom Ferstle:  Currently has landscaping up to edge of pavement.  If a portion of the 

swale area is paved, will this be allowed?  Also suggests that a drawing of the swale 

area and right of way area is provided in the code.

Mike Kopsick:  Confused about swale area.  Telephone pole is a general guide for 

property line.  Has gravel in the swale area.  Will that have to be removed?  Will 

there be any more workshops?

Chester Morris:  This is not a cookie cutter neighborhood.  My property is ok, but 

many neighbors will have to change.  Listen to the people.  Many think you feel you 

are smarter than they are.  Heard about a danger for those walking in the street.  

Only one person has been hit and was killed walking in the history of the Village.  Not 

so dangerous if you use common sense.

 

Josh Stone:  This is a lush village and what drew me to live here.  Am concerned with 

safety.  Verified the palms planted are in the swale.  Concerned with the possible 

change to the aesthetics of the Village if this passes.  What will it mean to what we 

experience every day.  What will it do to the greenery.  What is the rationale?

MINUTES
JOINT Meeting Code Review Board and

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Monday, January 26, 2015 at 7:00pm

Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

Code Review Board 
Gage Hartung 
Dale Blanton 

Judi Hamelburg 
Gary Kuhl 

Andrew Olis 
 

Parks & Parkway 
Dan Keys 

Barbara Kuhl 
Robert Silverman 
Randy Wagoner 
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Moises Shumow:  No problem with my property, but will affect many others.  Am 

here for the clarification.  This seems a little too much top down.  There is a lot of 

confusion of what is being proposed and the impact.  What are financial 

implications?

Elona Wagner:  Lived here since 2003.  Concerned with aesthetics of the park and the 

rationale.  Is this an insurance issue?  Is it because someone thought it would look 

better?  Rather we look like Coconut Grove and not a development.  This is a bird 

sanctuary.  Have a sidewalk.  Will I need to extend it or dig it up?  Do you foresee 

putting sidewalks in the future?  In regards to safety, cars are speeding and there are 

no speed bumps.  That would be a good safety measure.

William Rey:  I am affected.  Will have to change my landscaping.  Low zone should 

not exist.  On mailbox, you cannot put 5' in.  Either at the street or at your door.  If 

this passes, will remember who voted for this at the next election.

Lynn Fisher:  Prefer wildlife habitat.  Want to see us go in a more environmental 

path.

Linda Brewer:  Longtime resident of 40 years.  We all got along.  Now we have more 

regulations.  Experience code enforcement bullying in the past.  Most people here 

think less rules and less lawmaking is the best.  Wish commission take into 

consideration that Biscayne Park has done well without rules and regulations.  Would 

like to see walkways brought back to create short cuts throughout the Village.

Anne Marie Jonckneer:  The changes here will require many changes for many 

residents.  This Village has diversity.  Have seen cars go through lawns and 

landscaping.  Mail person would drive up on the grass if mail boxes were 5' in.  

Disagree with a lot of the proposed changes.

Donna L Dowdy:  Was raised in a community with rules.  The attraction here was 

because it was not a cookie cutter neighborhood.  To tell me where to put my 

mailbox is ludicrous.  Where I can put my landscaping is not what you should be 

telling me.  Ask you to listen to the people here and not recommend these changes.  

Like it the way it is.

Chuck Ross:  Thanks the boards for their suggestions to improve our Village.  May 

impose changes to some, but looking at overall Village.  Concerned with the 

dissemination of incorrect data throughout the Village.  This is inexcusable.  Had a 

flooding issue on Griffing Blvd where I live and my swale was paved by the County. I 

had no choice as it is a county road.

4 New Business
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5 Old Business

Manager Shafran suggested use of a caliper size to determine if a tree in the swale 

will be maintained by the Village (section 5.3.4(l)).  Board was not sure on the 

suggested measurements.  Manager will verify the manner in which the 

measurements were taken and bring back.

On item 5.3.4(d) to consider allowing mailboxes placed at the street line.

 

Dan Keys makes a motion to permit the closest part of the mail box to be located no 

closer than 2' from the edge of pavement and that it is friable (able to break away).  

Motion dies for lack of second.

Gary Kuhl makes a motion that no part of mail box is closer than 2' from edge of 

pavement.  It is seconded by Judi Hamelburg.

Motion carries 8/1 with Dan Keys voting no.

On item 5.3.4(f) on the suggestion that 80% of street frontage has a 5' clear zone.

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion that 80% of street frontage has a 5' clear zone, and the 

remaining 20% allows landscaping at 3' from edge of pavement.  It is seconded by 

Dale Blanton.

Motion fails 1/8 with Barbara Kuhl voting yes.

 

Manager Shafran would verify with Village Attorney if a variance is allowed for public 

right of way.

Dan Keys makes a motion to amend prior motion that the remaining 20% of frontage 

of property to have a clear zone of 3' of grass only, and the balance with a maximum 

3' high planting.  The 80% has a 5' clear zone.  It is seconded by Andrew Olis.

Judi Hamelburg leaves meeting at 9:20pm

Dan Keys withdraws his motion.

There is consensus from the boards not to consider the 80% suggested language.

On item 5.3.4(g) to consider removal of 'visitor and temporary service vehicle 

parking' requirements.

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion to remove the 'visitor and temporary service vehicle 

parking' requirements.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.

Motion carries 6/2 with Gage Hartung and Dan Keys voting no.

Gary Kuhl makes a motion that all future landscaping in the swale must be a 

minimum of 5' from edge of pavement, and that when any existing landscape that is 

within the 5' dies or is damaged, must be removed and cannot be replaced.  It is 

seconded by Andrew Olis.
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Gage Hartung confirms that this motion would remove the low zone.

Motion carries 5/3 with Gage Hartung, Dan Keys and Robert Silverman voting no.

On item 5.3.4(f)(v) to require a permit to plant a tree in the swale.

Dan Keys makes a motion to require a permit to plant a tree in the swale subject to a 

process to be accordingly established by resolution including any fees.  It is seconded 

by Gage Hartung.

Motion carries 8/0.

It is confirmed that the  8' height requirement in the clear zone remains.

On adding a definition for organic mulch, no consensus reached.

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion to have another joint meeting to finalize the discussion 

of the remaining items needing consensus.  It is seconded by Gary Kuhl.

Motion carries 8/0.

6 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55pm
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The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Gage Hartung called the meeting to order at 6:35pm.

2 Roll Call

Present:  Gage Hartung, Dale Blanton, Judi Hamelburg, Gary Kuhl, Andrew Olis, Dan 

Keys, Barbara Kuhl, Robert Silverman and Randy Wagoner

 

Present from Village Administration:  Village Manager Heidi Shafran, Village Clerk 

Maria Camara, and Public Services Manager Krishan Manners

 

3 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items

Art Pyle:  Issue with not allowing cars to park in the swale.  Need to allow residents 

to park on swale at night, as many areas in the Village have no other option.  In 

regards to hedges at 3', most cars are low and hard to see over 3'.  In North Miami, 

sees that they are at 2'.  If you trim right at 3', then very quickly it will grow higher.  

Who will measure?  Need to also check for those that do plant a hedge, but then 

they allow it to grow 5' in width.  Gravel driveways need to be maintained and that 

needs to be included in the code.  Regarding swale are on corner houses, need to be 

clearer.  Need to specify 40% of each frontage.  Corners have two fronts.  Need to be 

clear for the side front.

Janey Anderson:  Concerned with section 5.6.1.(b) on variance for multi family 

properties and if they will be allowed to not have an approved parking surface.

Gage Hartung confirms they must have an approved parking surface even if they 

request a variance.

4 New Business

< None >

MINUTES
JOINT Meeting Code Review Board and

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Wednesday, February 18, 2015 at 7:00pm

Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

Code Review Board 
Gage Hartung 
Dale Blanton 

Judi Hamelburg 
Gary Kuhl 

Andrew Olis 
 

Parks & Parkway 
Dan Keys 

Barbara Kuhl 
Robert Silverman 
Randy Wagoner 
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5 Old Business

w Clarification needed on the height limitation for tree canopy and branches that hang 

over into the clear zone.

Clarification provided that there must be an 8' clear trunk height; or that the canopy 

or branches does not intrude in any way into the clear zone at a height lower than 8'. 

 
Also add a line that any landscape that overhangs to the street is subject to all state 

and local laws.

w 5.3.4 (f) iv Mulch in the swale  - consideration of definition of 'organic mulch'.

 

Consensus to use:  Natural materials with the exception of cypress mulch, and mulch 

with chemical compounds.

 

w 5.3.4 (l) - Consideration of using caliper size for dead and diseased trees that are in 

the swale that must be removed would be the responsibility of the Village.

 

Manager Shafran recommended using 60" in diameter based on a calculation using 

diameter breast height (DBH).

 

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion that if the tree is 60" at the diameter breast height 

(DBH), there is a 50-50 share between the Village and property owner in the cost of 

removal.  Any permitted tree planted by the property owner would be the full 

responsibility of the property owner.  If the tree straddles both the swale and 

property, there is no share with the Village.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.

Motion carries 7/2, with Randy Wagoner and Dan Keys voting no.

w 5.3.4 (l) - Consideration of adding language that Village responsibility would be 

dependent on available budgetary funds.

Manager Shafran will still suggest adding the language that the Village's share would 

be dependent on available budgetary funds.

Additional items not on the agenda that were discussed:

w 5.3.4 (j) Existing nonconforming plants and trees in the swale

There is consensus to remove this section.

 

w 5.3.4 (e) House number signs

 

Dan Keys makes a motion to remove section (e) and it is seconded by Gary Kuhl.

Motion carries 9/0.
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w 5.6.8 Design standards for off-street parking

Section (a)

Gary Kuhl makes a motion that the driveway materials on the property shall be of 

similar material and design element.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.

Motion carries 6/3 with Andrew Olis, Gage Hartung and Judi Hamelburg voting no.

 

Judi Hamelburg leaves at 8:40pm.

Dale Blanton makes a motion that all driveways must have improved approaches 

across the swale which shall meet the minimum standard of gravel construction.  It is 

seconded by Barbara Kuhl.

Motion carries 6/2 with Andrew Olis and Gage Hartung voting no.

Section (f)

There is consensus to have the attorney clarify the language to make sure it is clear.

w 5.6.6 Existing nonconforming minimum off-street parking requirements

There is consensus to have the attorney clarify the language to make sure it is clear.

w 5.6.1.(a).1 - There is consensus to clean up the language to make it consistent.

6 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02pm
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The Village of Biscayne Park 
640 NE 114

th
 St., Biscayne Park, FL  33161 

Telephone: 305-899-8000    Facsimile: 305 891 7241 

 
  

 AGENDA 
PLANNING & ZONING BOARD MEETING 

Ed Burke Recreation Center 
11400 NE 9

th
 Court – Biscayne Park, FL 

Tuesday, February 17
th

, 2015 at 6:30pm 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
  This meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

Gage Hartung – Chair Member – absent 
Andrew Olis – Vice Chair – present 
Carl Bickel – Board Member - present 
Elizabeth Hornbuckle – Board Member – absent 
Doug Tannehill – Board Member - present 
Krishan Manners and Sal Annese - staff attendance – present  
 

 

3. ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR WITHDRAWALS TO ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

February 2
nd

, 2015 
 
   Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0 
 

5. PAINT PERMITS 
   

   None   
 
 

6. BUILDING PERMITS 

 
a. Cleavy – 652 NE 120

th
 St - Reroof 

    Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
b. Garcia – 11811 NE 6 Ave – Replace front door    
    Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0 
c. McCormick – 886 NE 117

th
 St – Reroof and new porch roof   

    Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0  
d. Scalora – 1019 NE 115

th
 St – New pool 

    Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
d.a. Scalora – 1019 NE 115

th
 St – Replace windows 

        Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0 
d.b. Scalora – 1019 NE 115

th
 St – New tile roof 

       Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0  
e. Hamelburg – 1015 NE 116

th
 St – Driveway replacement  

    Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
f. Somosa – 867 NE 118

th
 St – Replace garage door  

   Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
g. Mullen – 528 NE 121

st
 St – New driveway   

    Tabled – need dimension of driveway 
h. Fener – 717 NE 119

th
 St – Wood deck 

    Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
i. Jacques – 11907-05 NE 12

th
 Ct – Replace wooden gates 

   Tabled – pending more information  
j. Racki – 11705 NE 11

th
 Ave - Reroof  

   Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and denied 3-0 
   * No metal barrel tile roof.  
k. Brown – 740 NE 115

th
 St - Reroof  

    Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0 

PLANNING & 

ZONING BOARD 

 

Gage Hartung 

Chairman 

 

Andrew Olis 

Vice Chairman 

 

Carl Bickel 

Elizabeth Hornbuckle 

Doug Tannehill 

 

Alternate 

Mario Rumiano 

 

 

 
 



 
 

The Village of Biscayne Park 
640 NE 114

th
 St., Biscayne Park, FL  33161 

Telephone: 305-899-8000    Facsimile: 305 891 7241 

 
  

 l. Mithavayani – 1000 NE 120
th
 St – Reroof 

   Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
m. Perez – 11802 NE 8

th
 Ave – Revise existing driveway   

     Tabled – pending front yard calculation 
n. Perez – 11505 NE 11

th
 Pl – Window replacement  

    Motion by D. Tannehill, seconded by C. Bickel and approved 3-0 
o. Church of Resurrection – Replace windows 
    Motion by C. Bickel, seconded by D. Tannehill and approved 3-0 
 

 
 
 
7. Administrative Variance  

   

    None  
  
 
 
 
The next meetings of the Planning & Zoning Board are Monday, March 2

nd
, 2015 and Monday, March 

16
th

, 2015. 
 

 
 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

 
   This meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes approved on: ________________________________ 

                                                        (Date) 

 

By: _______________________________________________ 

                    Gage Hartung, Chair Planning & Zoning Board 

 



The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL  33161
Telephone: 305-899-8000    Facsimile: 305 891 7241

MINUTES
CODE COMPLIANCE BOARD

Ed Burke Recreation Center 11400 NE 9th Court
Tuesday- February 10th, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL
Gary Kuhl – Chair-present
Harvey Bilt – Vice Chair-absent
Michael Beltran-present
Dale Blanton-present
Linda Dillon-present
Jenny Johnson-Sardella-absent
Staff Attendance - Code Officer Reginald White and Finance Clerk, Wendy Hernandez
Administrative Attendance – Public Services Manager, Krishan Manners

3. ADDITIONS, DELETIONS OR WITHDRAWALS TO ORDER OF BUSINESS

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
January 13th 2014 - Approved

5. NEW BUSINESS
a. Miguel G Negrete – (Nina Surel) 11601 NE 10th Ave – Interior work done without a

permit:
Case #14-0409
- Motion by G. Kuhl, seconded by L. Dillon, Vote count 4-0
- Not in compliance, Fine of $100 and daily fine of $50 to commence on February 12th

continue to accrue until proper electrical permits are pulled; this does to pertain to any
other violations or new permits required.

b. Emmanuel Ortiz – 11501 NE 10th Ave – Discolored exterior wall:
Case #15-0432
- Motion by D. Blanton, seconded by L. Dillon, Vote count 4-0
- Not in compliance, Fine of $50 and daily fine of $10. A permit must be pulled or
come into compliance, otherwise daily fines will commence February 17th 2014

c. Sylvia Rubenfeld – 1108 NE 119th St – High Grass, weeds and shrubberies:
Case #15-0017
- Motion by M. Beltran, seconded by D. Blanton, Vote count 4-0
- Not in compliance, repeat offender. Fine of $50 and daily fine of $10 to commence
February 12th, 2014

d. Badel Corp – 910 NE 119th St – High grass and weeds. Overgrown vines on the
fence:
Case #15-0014
- Motion by L. Dillon, seconded by M. Beltran, Vote count 4-0
- In compliance, close case

e. Robert D Thomas Kuse & James A Kuse – 921 NE 119th St – Vehicle not registered
and properly maintained: Case #15-0018
- Motion by D. Blanton, seconded by M. Beltran, Vote count 4-0
- In compliance, close case

CODE
COMPLIANCE

BOARD

Chairman
Gary Kuhl

Vice Chairman
Harvey Bilt

Michael Beltran
Dale Blanton
Linda Dillon

Alternate
Jenny Johnson-

Sardella



The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL  33161
Telephone: 305-899-8000    Facsimile: 305 891 7241

6.   OLD BUSINESS:

7. FINE REDUCTION

a. John Stowell –(John Stowell present) 11643 NE 11th PL - Dirty and discolored
awnings and exterior walls:

Case #12-12-1707 Dirty walls/awnings $ 6,720
Case #14-0035 Dirty awnings 220

$ 6,940

- Offer of $ 500 was made and rejected.
- Second offer of $ 1,200 was made and accepted.
- Motion by D. Blanton, seconded by L, Vote count 4-0
- In compliance, accept offer, payment must be made within six (6) months from
Wednesday, February 11th, or fines will be reinstated to the current amount of $ 6,940.

b. B & L Realty Holdings, LLC – (Marie Duron) 1055 NE 120th St - Property maintenance
violations:

Case #14-0162 Decayed vegetation $ 1,420
Case #14-0033 Trees, grass, weeds, and shrubberies 2,920
Case #12-13-2149 Green overhang dirty 60

$ 4,400

- An offer of $ 1,000 was made and accepted.
- Motion by D. Blanton, seconded by G. Kuhl, Vote count 3-1 (M. Beltran)
- In compliance, accept offer, payment must be made within thirty (30) days from
today, February 10th, or fines will be reinstated to the amount of $ 4,400.

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS / SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Code Compliance Board is Tuesday, March 10th, 2015, at 7:00pm

10. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Minutes approved on ________________________

By: ___________________________________
Gary Kuhl, Chair



The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Village Clerk Maria Camara called the meeting to order at 7:10pm.

2 Roll Call

Jenny Johnson-Sardella - absent

David Goehl - absent

Dale Blanton -present

Ramon Irizarri - present

Dan Keys - present

Brian McNoldy - present

Vicki Smith-Bilt - absent 

Present from staff:

Village Clerk Maria C. Camara, Village Manager Heidi Shafran and Public Services 

Manager Krishan Manners

3 Approval of Minutes

Brian McNoldy makes a motion to approve the minutes of January 22, 2015, as

presented.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.  Motion passes 4/0.

4 Presentations

 < None >

  

5 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items

< None >

6 New Business

MINUTES
Charter Review Advisory Board

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Thursday, February 12, 2015 at 7:00pm

Jenny Johnson-Sardella 
Chair 

 
David Goehl 
Vice Chair 

Dale Blanton 
Ramon Irizarri 

Dan Keys 
Brian McNoldy 
Vicki Smith-Bilt 
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6.a Continue review of points brought up at the January 8th meeting:

Input from Manager Shafran:

> Section 1.02 Form of Government

There was consensus to leave as is with no changes.

 

> Section 2.02 referencing the duties of the Mayor

There was consensus to leave as is with no changes.

 

> Section 4.01 - Commission meeting procedures

Discussion pending confirmation from Attorney Hearn that it would be allowable for 

the Village Manager to poll the commissioners individually to change the date of a 

meeting.

> Section 2.03  Election and term of office

There was consensus at the last meeting to not add term limits.

 

> Section 2.05 Vacancies; forfeiture of office; filling of vacancies

In regards to consider changing the language as it relates to "if less than six (6) 

months remain in the unexpired term, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment of 

the Commission", there is consensus to table and bring back for further 

consideration.

> Section 2.05 (C) (1) (Candidate qualifications)

There is consensus to make the language in this section as it relates to the 

qualifications of the appointment consistent with that of a candidate in section 2.04.  

Currently it is silent for appointments by the commission.

 

> Section 4.03 Action requiring an ordinance.

There is consensus to change the current actions listed requiring an ordinance and 

consider those that can be done through a less expensive action such as a resolution.

> Section 7.07 No discrimination

At the prior meeting there was consensus to add 'age'.

 

6.b
Discussion of section 4.09 Tax levy and assessments - as requested by Board Member 

Brian McNoldy
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In order to enforce code fines, liens, or any other type of liens, Board Member 

McNoldy suggests accumulating the fines per year and adding to property tax bill.  

Also to deny issuance of any permits or annual renewals until open liens are satisfied.

Manager Shafran recommends to look into a change to our code as opposed to a 

charter amendment. 

There is consensus to following Manager Shafran's recommendation.

The next meeting is Thursday, February 26th:

> Discuss items marked for review from prior meetings.

> Board members to provide items for discussion, but only items that would be 

worthy of a charter change.

Dale Blanton makes a motion to adjourn and it is seconded by Brian McNoldy.

Motion carries 4/0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm

Board approved on ____________________________.

Attest:

_____________________________                   ___________________________

Jenny Johnson-Sardella, Chair                            Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk
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Village of Biscayne Park 
Commission Agenda Report 

 
 

Page 1 of 1 

 

 
Background 
 

In December 2013, Resolution 2013-70 was passed granting Village Manager Heidi 
Shafran the authority to serve as signatory with the Village Commission on all banking 
documents related to the Village. 

On March 6, 2015, Manager Shafran’s name will be legally changed to Heidi Siegel, 
and all signatory information needs to be updated. 

 

Fiscal / Budget Impact:  None 

Recommendation: Approval of Resolution 2015-06 

Attachments:  Resolution 2015-06 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-06 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



Resolution No. 2015-06 
Page 1 of 2 

 1 

 2 

RESOLUTION 2015 - 06 3 

 4 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION 5 

OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA 6 

RECOGNIZING A LEGAL CHANGE OF NAME 7 

FROM HEIDI SHAFRAN TO HEIDI SIEGEL AND 8 

GRANTING AUTHORITY TO HEIDI SIEGEL AS 9 

VILLAGE MANAGER TO SERVE AS A 10 

SIGNATORY ALONG WITH THE VILLAGE 11 

COMMISSION ON ALL BANKING DOCUMENTS 12 

RELATED TO THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE 13 

PARK; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 14 

 15 

  16 

WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park utilizes certain financial institutions to 17 

handle its banking needs; and 18 

 WHEREAS, Resolution 2013-70 granted Village Manager Heidi Shafran the authority 19 

to serve as a signatory with the Village Commission on all banking documents related to the 20 

Village; and 21 

WHEREAS, Village Manager Shafran has recently changed her name and she will 22 

now legally be known as Heidi Siegel; and 23 

WHEREAS, in order to ensure security on the Village's accounts, it is necessary to 24 

update the signatory information; and 25 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission has found it to be in the best interests of the 26 

Village and its residents to update the signatory information by granting authority to Heidi 27 

Siegel as Village Manager to serve as a signatory along with the members of the Village 28 

Commission on all banking documents related to the Village of Biscayne Park; 29 

  30 



Resolution No. 2015-06 
Page 2 of 2 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE 1 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AS 2 

FOLLOWS: 3 

 4 
 Section 1.  The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified as true and correct 5 

and incorporated herein by this reference. 6 

 Section 2.  Heidi Siegel, as Village Manager, is hereby granted the authority to 7 

serve as a signatory on all banking documents related to the Village of Biscayne Park. 8 

 Section 3. Consistent with previous Commission action, two (2) signatories for the 9 

transfer of funds and updating account are required. 10 

 Section 3.  This Resolution shall take effect on March 6, 2015. 11 

 12 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ________ day of _________________, 2015. 13 

 14 

       The foregoing resolution upon being 15 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 16 
 17 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: _____ 18 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: _____  19 

       Commissioner Anderson: _____ 20 

Attest:       Commissioner Watts: _____  21 

       Commissioner Ross: _____  22 

 23 

_____________________________________ 24 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 25 

 26 

 27 

Approved as to form: 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

______________________________________ 32 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 33 

 34 
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Background 
 

The following Village of Biscayne Park Police Department patrol vehicles have seen 
their useful life to the Village expire and are not in running condition due to age, 
mileage, and condition.  

 2004 Ford Explorer SportTrac, VIN 1FMZU67K84UA95911, 146,028 miles 
 2006 Dodge Charger, VIN 2B3KA43G06H362549, 98,102 miles 

In addition, the following equipment is no longer in use by the Police Department: 

 American Aluminum K9 cage with Hot-Pop temperature sensing system 
 Older model K9 cage (part of donated vehicle) 

Permission is sought to auction the two vehicles and equipment at the March 17, 2015 
auction being held at the Hialeah Police Department conducted at no cost to the 
Village of Biscayne Park by Bidera Auctions of Miami, Florida.  

 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-07 
  
Prepared By:   Chief Cornelius McKenna 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



March 3, 2015 
Commission Agenda Report 
Resolution 2015-07 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Fiscal / Budget Impact – Revenue from the sale of the vehicles and equipment. 

Recommendation - Approval of Resolution 2015-07 

Attachments – Resolution 2015-07 



Resolution No. 2015-07 
Page 1 of 2 

 1 

 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-07 3 

 4 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 5 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 6 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA DECLARING 7 

VILLAGE VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT AS 8 

SURPLUS PROPERTY AND GRANTING THE 9 

VILLAGE MANAGER AUTHORIZATION TO 10 

SELL SAID SURPLUS THROUGH BIDERA 11 

AUCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR AN 12 

EFFECTIVE DATE 13 
 14 

 15 

 WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park owns a 2004 Ford Explorer SportTrac and 16 

one (1) 2006 Dodge Charger that have been utilized for several years as a police vehicles; and, 17 

 18 

 WHEREAS, Village Administration has determined that these vehicles are no longer 19 

serviceable due to the high mileage for any service or capacity within the Village; and, 20 

 21 

 WHEREAS, the Village owns K-9 equipment no longer in use; and, 22 

 23 

WHEREAS, these vehicles and K-9 equipment are now considered surplus and will be 24 

sold at auction on March 17, 2015, at the Hialeah Police Department through Bidera Auctions 25 

of Miami, Florida. 26 

  27 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 28 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA: 29 

 30 

 31 

 Section 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 32 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof. 33 

 34 

 Section 2. The following vehicles and equipment are hereby declared surplus 35 

property of the Village: 36 

 37 

o 2004 Ford Explorer SportTrac, Vin #1FMZU67K84UA95911  Mileage 38 

146,028 39 

o 2006 Dodge Charger, Vin # 2B3KA43G06H362549  Mileage 98,102 40 

o American Aluminum K9 cage with Hot-Pop temperature sensing system 41 

o Standard K9 cage 42 
 43 

 Section 3. The Village Manager is authorized to sell the vehicles and equipment 44 

through Bidera Auctions, with proceeds to be put into the General Fund. 45 

 46 
 Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 47 

 48 



Resolution No. 2015-07 
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 1 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___day of _________________, 2015. 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

       The foregoing resolution upon being 6 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 7 
 8 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 9 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___  10 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___ 11 

Attest:       Commissioner Ross: ___  12 

       Commissioner Watts: ___ 13 

 14 

 15 

_____________________________________ 16 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 17 

 18 

Approved as to form: 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

______________________________________ 23 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 24 

 25 
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Background: 

For the past few years the Village of Biscayne Park Police Department has applied for 
and been awarded funds through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant. These grants are used to make improvements in the report and records 
management of the department. The Village of Biscayne Park Police Department 
wishes to enter into an agreement with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement to 
be awarded and use federal funds from the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant program for the fiscal year 2014-15. The amount of the grant is $2,513. These 
funds have been earmarked for three laptop computers which will give all full time 
officers computers in their cars, provide a patrol car computer for reserve officers, and 
obtain three computers for the police station to replace outdated and malfunctioning 
computers. These computers will expedite the time it takes for officers to handle and 
submit reports as well as use government websites that require updated security and 
software. 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-16 
  
Prepared By:   Chief Cornelius McKenna 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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Fiscal/Budgetary Impact:  

The fiscal impact will be $131 due to the fact that the total cost of the equipment is 
$2,644 and the grant awarded is for $2,513. All other monies are subsequently 
reimbursed through the grant, once all criteria are met. 

 

Recommendation: 

Approval of Resolution 2015 - 16 

 

Attachments  

Resolution 2015 - 16 



Resolution No. 2015-16 
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 1 
 2 

 3 

RESOLUTION 2015-16 4 

 5 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 6 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 7 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, 8 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 9 

EXECUTE THE CERTIFICATE OF 10 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE GRANT FROM 11 

THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 12 

LAW ENFORCEMENT – EDWARD 13 

BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE 14 

ASSISTANCE GRANT; PROVIDING 15 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 16 

 17 
 18 
WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement – Edward Byrne Memorial 19 

Justice Assistance Grant allows for the improvements in the reporting and records management 20 

within a police department; and, 21 

 22 

WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park Police Department looks to utilize the 23 

available funding from this grant for the purchase of laptop computers and desktop computers to 24 

be used by the department to expedite the handling and submission of reports, and to access 25 

government websites that require updated security and software. 26 

 27 

 28 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMISSION 29 

OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, THAT: 30 

 31 
 32 

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are true and correct and hereby 33 

ratified and confirmed by the Village Commission. 34 

 35 

Section 2. The Mayor is authorized to execute the Certificate of Acceptance of 36 

Subgrant Award from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement – Edward Byrne Memorial 37 

Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $2,513.00 for the purchase of computer equipment to 38 

be used by the Village of Biscayne Park Police Department, as detailed in the grant application 39 

and attached hereto.  40 

 41 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 42 

 43 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ________________, 2015. 44 

 45 



Resolution No. 2015-16 
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The foregoing resolution upon being put 1 

to a vote, the vote was as follows: 2 
 3 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: _____ 4 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas:  _____ 5 

       Commissioner Anderson: _____  6 

       Commissioner Ross: _____   7 

       Commissioner Watts: _____ 8 

Attest: 9 

 10 

 11 

______________________________________ 12 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 13 

 14 

Approved as to form: 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

______________________________________ 19 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 20 
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Background 
 

Recognizing the importance of maintaining our tree canopy, on December 4, 2012, the 
Commission passed Resolution 2012-60 authorizing the execution of the addendum 
which established an agreement between the Village and Raydel Landscaping Corp. 
for professional tree trimming, removal and disposal services.  This agreement was 
based on the agreement developed and executed by the City of Miami Springs.  On 
May 7, 2013, Resolution 2013-23 was passed and a second addendum to the 
agreement was executed. A third addendum is being brought forward to renew the 
agreement. 

Raydel has a team of trained and certified professionals including an arborist to 
ensure the work performed is done properly from assessment to completion. Raydel 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-17 
  
Prepared By:   Krishan Manners, Public Services 

Manager 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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Resolution 2015-17 
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also performs a multitude of tree services for the City of Miami Springs, another 
community with a very large tree canopy.   

 

Raydel has successfully completed work throughout the Village over the past several 
years.  They have been extremely responsive to resolve emergency tree removals and 
stump grinding such as the large tree in front of Village Hall which had to be removed 
in January.  Raydel has assisted our Public Works team with the removal of other 
dead trees that have been identified in the Village.  

 

Fiscal / Budget Impact 

The Village Commission appropriates funds annually for tree trimming and tree 
maintenance throughout the Village.  

. 

Recommendation   

Approval of Resolution 2015-17 

 

Attachments  

 Resolution 2015-17 
 Third Addendum Between the Village of Biscayne Park and Raydel Landscaping 

for Professional Landscape Maintenance Services 



Resolution No. 2015-17 
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 1 
 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-17 3 

 4 
A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 5 
COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 6 
BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 7 
THE EXECUTION OF THE THIRD 8 

ADDENDUM BETWEEN VILLAGE OF 9 

BISCAYNE PARK AND RAYDEL 10 

LANDSCAPING CORP. FOR 11 

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE 12 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES; PROVIDING 13 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  14 

 15 

 WHEREAS, on December 4, 2012, the Village and Raydel Landscaping Corp. 16 

(“Contractor”) entered into an Addendum which established an agreement for professional 17 

landscape maintenance services and professional tree trimming, removal and disposal services 18 

based on the Agreement developed and executed by the City of Miami Springs, Florida, and 19 

Section 2-140 of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Biscayne Park, Florida, which 20 

authorizes the Village to procure these services through such an arrangement; and, 21 

 WHEREAS, the term of the agreement executed by the Village and the Contractor 22 

allows an option to renew for two (2) additional one (1) year periods on a year-to-year basis 23 

contingent upon satisfactory performance by the Contractor and the availability of funds; and, 24 

 WHEREAS, the Village and the Contractor are desirous of renewing the agreement for 25 

an additional one (1) year period; and, 26 

 WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds it to be in the best interests of the residents 27 

of the Village to authorize the execution of the Third Addendum with Raydel Landscaping 28 

Corp. 29 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION 30 

OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, that  31 

 32 



Resolution No. 2015-17 
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 Section 1. The forgoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 1 

being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption. 2 

  3 

 Section 2. The Village Commission of the Village of Biscayne Park authorizes the 4 

execution of the Third Addendum between the Village of Biscayne Park and Raydel 5 

Landscaping Corp. for Professional Landscape Maintenance Services and Professional Tree 6 

Trimming, Removal and Disposal Services, attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit 7 

“1”. 8 

 Section 3. This Resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 9 

 10 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ________________, 2015. 11 

 12 

The foregoing resolution upon being put 13 

to a vote, the vote was as follows: 14 
 15 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: _____ 16 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas:  _____ 17 

       Commissioner Anderson: _____ 18 

       Commissioner Ross: _____  19 

       Commissioner Watts: _____ 20 

Attest: 21 

 22 

 23 

______________________________________ 24 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 25 

 26 

Approved as to form: 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

______________________________________ 31 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 32 

 33 



THIRD ADDENDUM BETWEEN VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK AND 

RAYDEL LANDSCAPING CORP. FOR PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES (PART I) AND PROFESSIONAL TREE 

TRIMMING, REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL SERVICES (PART II) 

 

 THIS THIRD ADDENDUM is made and entered into this ____ day of March, 2015, by 

and between: 

   VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA 

   a Florida municipal corporation 

   640 NE 114
th

 Street 

   Biscayne Park, Florida  33161 

   (hereinafter “Village”) 

 

   And 

 

   RAYDELL LANDSCAPING CORP. 

   a Florida corporation 

   560 East 36
th

 Street 

   Hialeah, Florida  33013 

   (hereinafter “Contractor”) 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 1, 2012, the City of Miami Springs, Florida (“City”) and 

Contractor entered into an agreement for professional landscape maintenance services (Part I) 

and professional tree trimming, removal and disposal services (Part II) (hereinafter 

“Agreement”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village reviewed the scope of services competitively bid by the City and 

determined that the Agreement between the City and the Contractor could be utilized by the 

Village to provide professional landscape maintenance, tree trimming, removal and disposal 

services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on December 4, 2012, the Village and the Contractor entered into an 

Addendum which established an agreement based on the Agreement developed and executed by 

City and Section 2-140 of the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Biscayne Park, Florida, 

which authorizes the Village to procure these services through such an arrangement; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the term of the agreement executed by the Village and the Contractor allows 

an option to renew for two (2) additional one (1) years periods on a year-to-year basis contingent 

upon satisfactory performance by the Contractor and the availability of funds; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village and the Contractor are desirous of renewing the agreement for 

an additional one (1) year period; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises hereof, the mutual promises and 

agreements contained herein, and the payments to be made to the Contractor for services 

rendered to the Village hereunder, the parties hereby agree as follows: 



 

 Section 1. The above recitals are acknowledged and incorporated herein. 

 

 Section 2. The agreement between the Village and the Contractor executed on 

December 4, 2012 is hereby renewed for one (1) additional one (1) year period, which term shall 

terminate on September 30, 2015. 

 

 Section 3. This Addendum shall be effective upon execution of both parties. 

 

 Section 4. All other conditions and terms of the Agreement and its addenda not 

specifically amended herein remain in full force and effect.  In the event of any conflict, this 

Third Addendum will supersede other terms.  In the event of ambiguity, the most restrictive 

interpretation consistent with the public interest is intended. 

 

 Section 5. Should any part, term or provision of this Third Addendum be by the 

courts decided to be illegal or in conflict with any law of the State, the validity of the remaining 

portions or provisions shall not be affected thereby. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Third Addendum the 

day and year first above written. 

 

ATTEST:     VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA 

 

 

 

__________________________________ ______________________________________ 

Maria Camara, Village Clerk   David Coviello, Mayor 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 

 

      RAYDEL LANDSCAPING CORP. 

 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Signature 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Printed Name 
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Background 
 

Property owners Mariana Ferro & Amalivi Alonso have submitted a request for a 
variance of the zoning code of the Village of Biscayne Park.  The section of the code 
to be appealed is as follows: 
 
11.1.2(c) – Accessory structures shall not in general be located in a required setback area 

unless otherwise allowed herein.   

 
The variance being requested is to allow an accessory structure (shed) to be located 
5’ from both the rear and side property lines. The property owners filled out the 
Variance Application and paid the fee for the variance, advertising and notices.  Along 
with the application, they have provided their letter of intent addressing the four 
required criterias, a recent survey, plans, sketches, and color photos. 
 
On February 2, 2015, the variance request was heard before the Planning & Zoning 
Board.  Property owners in the immediate area were notified of the meeting by mail.  
At the meeting, a motion was made to deny the variance for the following reason: 
 
“The shed is being placed in the side front yard and there are other locations on the 
property.  Also to consider an 8’ x 6’ shed instead of 8’ x 10’.” 
 

Village Commission Meeting Date: March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Public Hearing – Variance Request 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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Four (4) members voted in favor to deny.  One (1) was opposed, agreeing that the 
resident has a hardship and cannot place the shed anywhere else.   
 
Next the variance request was placed on the agenda for the March 3rd Commission 
meeting.  Property owners within a 500’ radius of the property were noticed by mail 
(60 properties).  A notice was also published twice in the newspaper during the month 
of February. 
 
 
Attachments 

 Variance Application 
 Permit Application 
 Letter of Intent 
 Shed specifications 
 Placement of shed on property 
 Photo images of placement of shed on property 
 Survey 
 Notice of Planning & Zoning meeting on February 2nd 
 Minutes of the Planning & Zoning meeting on February 2nd 
 Notice of Commission meeting on March 3rd 
 Advertisements of Commission meeting on March 3rd (2) 
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SUMMARY OF FIRST READING AND PUBLIC HEARING  
 
At its February 2, 2015 Commission meeting, the Village Commission held a public hearing on this 
item and discussed its merits.    During the public comments support was expressed for 
borrowing the funds at the proposed interest rate.    
 
During first reading, some speakers expressed concern regarding the example of funding sources 
used in the Feasibility Study to demonstrate the Village’s ability to repay the loan.    As the Fiscal 
Year Budget for 2014/2015 was approved in September 2014, any actual changes to the budget 
will be made during the mid-year budget amendment that typically takes place during the month 
of May as an ordinance in front of the Commission.   Based on a thorough review of the budget, 
there is capacity in the budget to make the necessary payment(s) should any payments be 
required during the current fiscal year.      That determination is ultimately based on the closing 
date of the loan. 
 
Staff will continue to monitor and evaluate the budget for areas of increased revenue and savings 
to accommodate any possible payments prior to October 1, 2015.    Based on a preliminary 
review, the following are examples of items in the budget that can be combined in whole or part 
for any necessary payments this fiscal year:  salary savings by under filling positions, savings due 

Village Commission Meeting Date: March 3, 2015  
  
Subject: Feasibility Study in support of Ordinance 

2015—01 Second Reading Authorizing the 
Borrowing of Money in an Amount not to 
Exceed Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($350,000.00) for the Purpose of Financing a 
Portion of the Village's Costs for the Total 
Amount to Fund the Balance of Restoration of 
the Historic Village Hall Log Cabin; and 
Resolutions 2015-08, 2015-09, 2015-10 and 
2015-11. 

  
Prepared By: Heidi Shafran, AICP, Village Manager 
  
Sponsored By: Staff 
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to timing of the commencement of annual lease payments, savings in contingencies, increase in 
State revenue sharing and increased revenue from the sale of surplus equipment and vehicles.   
 
Questions were also asked regarding the limited response to the Request for Proposals (RFP).   
The RFP was listed in the Daily Business Review which directed interested financial institutions to 
the Village website.       A review of the Village website statistics showed that between January 
14, 2015 and January 22, 2015, when RFP 2015-01 was active on our website, there were 294 
page views by 78 unique IP’s to our RFP / RFQ / Bid Postings page.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Ordinance 2015-01 authorizes the Village to borrow funds to finance the balance of the cost to 

restore the historic Log Cabin.    

 

Section 4.03 (Action requiring an ordinance) of the Village Charter requires an ordinance for the 

Village to borrow funds.   The ordinance will have two readings at a public meeting and will be 

voted on by the Village Commission.  

 

Additionally, Section 4.10 (Borrowing) of the Village Charter states that the “Commission shall not 

borrow funds unless: (A) approved by four Commissioners; (B) provided the Commission has first 

received and approved a feasibility study from the Manager concluding that sufficient revenues 

are available to repay the indebtedness; (C)  the funds are borrowed for a valid public purpose. 

Resolution 2015-08 pledges the Village’s Half Cent Sales Tax revenue from the State of Florida as 

collateral for a loan with City National Bank which is a requirement of the loan. 

Resolution 2015-09 authorizes the net proceeds from the sale of surplus vehicles to fund a 

portion of the cost of the restoration of the historic Village Hall log cabin.   This authorization will 

assist in minimizing the loan amount needed to complete the project.    The Fiscal Year 

2014/2015 budget projected a revenue of $10,000 for the sale of surplus cars.   The former 

sanitation trucks were sold at auction for $84,000.     The Staff is recommending that $10,000 be 

allocated to General Fund revenue and $74,000 be allocated for the restoration of the Log Cabin.  

Resolution 2015-10 establishes a debt servicing fund and appropriates $2,700.00 per month from 

the General Fund to transfer to the Debt Servicing Fund.    This is a recommendation of the 

Finance Director. 

Resolution 2015-11 authorizes the Mayor to execute the loan agreement between City National 

Bank and the Village of Biscayne Park.    City National Bank, per industry standards, will not 

finalize the loan agreement until the Commission has authorized the Village to borrow funds.   
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The Village Manager and Village Attorney have reviewed a draft loan agreement and will 

continue to work with City National Bank to finalize the terms in the best interest of the Village.  

Please see the Commission Agenda Report presented at February 3, 2015 Village Commission 

meeting for expanded background and history. 

 
FINANCIAL FEASIBILITY / BUDGET IMPACT 
 
The Village’s Finance Director has determined that the Village has the capacity to borrow money 

for the completion of the restoration of the historic Log Cabin (See Attachment C).  As stated on 

Page 1 of this memo, upon review of the Village’s finances and current fiscal year budget, there is 

an opportunity to cover any possible payment through salary savings by under filling positions, 

savings due to timing of the commencement of annual lease payments, savings in contingencies, 

increase in State revenue sharing and increased revenue from the sale of surplus equipment and 

vehicles.  The Finance Director also highlighted that the “½ Cent Sales Tax” revenue is on track to 

increase from the amount that was projected in the revenue budgeted line item.   These 

increased revenues and any other savings achieved throughout the year will supplement the 

general fund reserves following the required financial audit in 2016 of this year’s budget.     While 

the most previous fiscal year audit is to be completed in the spring of 2015, we anticipate 

returning an estimated $100,000.00 to reserves.   As of the September 30, 2013 audit, the 

audited general fund reserves amount for the Village is: $407,685.00 or 16.35% of our current 

annual general fund budget.   

Additionally, the Finance Director is recommending that the Village pledge its “½ Cent Sales Tax” 
revenue that is received from the State of Florida as collateral for the proposed loan.   The Village 
is required to pledge a non-ad valorem funding source as collateral.     (See Resolution 2015-08) 
 
The Finance Director is also recommending that the Village establish a Debt Servicing Fund and 
appropriate $2,700.00 monthly from the General Fund and transfer this amount to the Debt 
Servicing Fund. (See Resolution 2015-10) 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Village Manager finds that the Village has the financial capacity to enter into this loan and 
recommends approval and execution of Ordinance 2015-01 and companion items Resolutions 
2015-08, 2015-09, 2015-10 and 2015-11.  
 
ATTACHMENTS  

 Attachment A: Ordinance 2015-01 

 Attachment B: City National Bank RFP Response 
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 Attachment C: Financial Feasibility Memo from Finance Director Irwin Williams, Payment 
Schedule and ½ Cent Sales Tax Revenue availability 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015-01 1 

 2 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE 4 

PARK, FLORIDA; AUTHORIZING THE 5 

BORROWING OF MONEY IN AN AMOUNT NOT 6 

TO EXCEED THREE HUNDRED FIFTY 7 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($350,000.00) FOR THE 8 

PURPOSE OF FINANCING A PORTION OF THE 9 

VILLAGE'S COSTS FOR THE TOTAL AMOUNT 10 

TO FUND THE BALANCE OF RESTORATION OF 11 

THE HISTORIC VILLAGE HALL LOG CABIN; 12 

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 13 

SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 14 

EFFECTIVE DATE 15 

 16 
WHEREAS, for many years, the leadership and residents of the Village have determined 17 

that the historic Village Hall Log Cabin was in need of restoration and that additional space was 18 

needed to be provided for the day-to-day functions of the Village; and 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, during the 2014 Legislative Session, the Village received a $1,000,000.00 21 

grant through the Department of Economic Opportunity to construct a Public Safety and 22 

Administration Annex and to restore the historic log cabin; and 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, the Village has received an additional grant, in the amount of $50,000.00, 25 

from the Florida Department of Historic Preservation, which grant requires a cash match from 26 

the Village of $50,000.00; 27 

 28 

WHEREAS, the total estimated cost for the entire project, including the design and soft 29 

costs, is $1,528.877.00; and 30 

 31 

WHEREAS, the unfunded amount of the total $1,528,877.00 cost includes the design, 32 

site preparation and construction of the Public Safety and Administration Annex, a public ADA 33 

compliant bathroom, site landscaping, site parking, a future owner's representative and the 34 

restoration of the historic log cabin back to its original building footprint, and has an estimated 35 

cost of $348,944.00; and 36 

 37 

WHEREAS, in January, 2015, the Village released a Request for Proposal for the 38 

purchase of financing to which one financial institution, City National Bank, responded; and 39 

 40 

WHEREAS, City National Bank is proposing a loan amount of $350,000.00 at an interest 41 

rate of 4.25% for fifteen years and does not have a prepayment penalty after the first five years 42 

of the loan; and 43 

 44 

WHEREAS, Section 4.03 of the Village's Charter requires the adoption of an ordinance 45 

in order for the Village to borrow funds; and 46 

 47 
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WHEREAS, Section 4.10 of the Village Charter states that the "Commission shall not 1 

borrow funds unless: (a) approved by four Commissioners; (b) provided the Commission has 2 

first received and approved a feasibility study from the Manager concluding that sufficient 3 

revenues are available to repay the indebtedness; (c) the funds are borrowed for a valid public 4 

purpose; and 5 

 6 

WHEREAS, Village staff has determined that the Village has the capacity to borrow 7 

money for the completion of the restoration project; 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission has determined that authorizing the borrowing of 10 

money is in the best interests of the citizens of the Village; 11 

 12 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF 13 

THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA: 14 
 15 

 Section 1. The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 16 

being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance upon adoption 17 

hereof. 18 

 Section 2. The appropriate Village officials are hereby authorized to borrow money 19 

in an amount not to exceed three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($350,000.00) for the purpose of 20 

financing a portion of the Village's costs for the total amount to fund the balance of restoration of 21 

the Historic Village Hall Log Cabin. 22 

 Section 3. Conflicts.  That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, Resolutions or parts 23 

thereof in conflict herewith, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 24 

 Section 4. Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be 25 

severable and if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any reason be 26 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 27 

sections, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance but they shall remain in effect, it 28 

being the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any 29 

part. 30 
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 Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon adoption on 1 

second reading. 2 

The foregoing Ordinance was offered by Commissioner _________________, who moved its 3 

adoption.  The motion was seconded by _____________________ and upon being put to a vote, 4 

the vote was as follows: 5 

 6 

PASSED AND ADOPTED upon first reading this 3
rd

 day of February, 2015. 7 

PASSED AND ADOPTED upon second reading this ___ day of ________________, 2015. 8 

 9 

The foregoing ordinance upon being put to a 10 

vote, the vote was as follows: 11 

 12 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello ___ 13 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas ___ 14 

       Commissioner Anderson ___ 15 

Attest:       Commissioner Ross ___ 16 

       Commissioner Watts ___  17 

 18 

______________________________________ 19 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 20 

 21 

Approved as to form: 22 

 23 

 24 

______________________________________ 25 
John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 26 

 27 













































































Semiannual Period Payment Principal Paid Interest Paid
Remaining

Balance
1 $15,938.39 $8,434.73 $7,503.66 $341,565.27
2 $15,938.39 $8,615.56 $7,322.83 $332,949.71
3 $15,938.39 $8,800.27 $7,138.12 $324,149.44
4 $15,938.39 $8,988.94 $6,949.45 $315,160.50
5 $15,938.39 $9,181.65 $6,756.74 $305,978.85
6 $15,938.39 $9,378.50 $6,559.89 $296,600.35
7 $15,938.39 $9,579.56 $6,358.83 $287,020.79
8 $15,938.39 $9,784.94 $6,153.45 $277,235.85
9 $15,938.39 $9,994.72 $5,943.67 $267,241.13
10 $15,938.39 $10,209.00 $5,729.39 $257,032.13
11 $15,938.39 $10,427.87 $5,510.52 $246,604.26
12 $15,938.39 $10,651.43 $5,286.96 $235,952.83
13 $15,938.39 $10,879.79 $5,058.60 $225,073.04
14 $15,938.39 $11,113.04 $4,825.35 $213,960.00
15 $15,938.39 $11,351.29 $4,587.10 $202,608.71
16 $15,938.39 $11,594.65 $4,343.74 $191,014.06
17 $15,938.39 $11,843.23 $4,095.16 $179,170.83
18 $15,938.39 $12,097.14 $3,841.25 $167,073.69
19 $15,938.39 $12,356.49 $3,581.90 $154,717.20
20 $15,938.39 $12,621.40 $3,316.99 $142,095.80
21 $15,938.39 $12,891.99 $3,046.40 $129,203.81
22 $15,938.39 $13,168.38 $2,770.01 $116,035.43
23 $15,938.39 $13,450.70 $2,487.69 $102,584.73
24 $15,938.39 $13,739.07 $2,199.32 $88,845.66
25 $15,938.39 $14,033.62 $1,904.77 $74,812.04
26 $15,938.39 $14,334.49 $1,603.90 $60,477.55
27 $15,938.39 $14,641.81 $1,296.58 $45,835.74
28 $15,938.39 $14,955.72 $982.67 $30,880.02
29 $15,938.39 $15,276.35 $662.04 $15,603.67
30 $15,938.20 $15,603.67 $334.53 $0

Totals $478,151.51 $350,000.00 $128,151.51

mcamara
Text Box
                           PAYMENT SCHEDULE



Date JNL Type
DESC

AMT BALANCE

Fund 001 General Fund
10/01/2014 001-000-3351800.000 Half-Cent Sales Tax BEG. BALANCE 0.00
10/31/2014 MRB BILL SUMMARY MRB 10/31/2014 17,812.65 35,699.65
11/30/2014 MRB BILL SUMMARY MRB 11/30/2014 18,693.08 36,505.73
12/31/2014 MRB BILL SUMMARY MRB 12/31/2014 18,693.08 55,198.81
01/31/2015 001-000-3351800.000 Half-Cent Sales Tax END BALANCE 55,198.81

FROM 001-000-3351800.000 TO 001-000-3351800.000
1/2 Cent Sales Tax Revenue

TRANSACTIONS FROM 10/01/2014 TO 01/31/2015
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Background: 

 

Please refer to the Commission Agenda Report for 
agenda item 10.a, Ordinance 2015-01 

 
Recommendation: 

Approval of Resolution 2015-08 

 

Attachments: 

- Resolution 2015-08 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-08 
  
Prepared By:   Heidi Shafran, AICP, Village Manager 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-08 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 4 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, PLEDGING A 5 

PORTION OF THE VILLAGE’S HALF CENT 6 

SALES TAX REVENUE FROM THE STATE 7 

OF FLORIDA AS COLLATERAL FOR A 8 

LOAN WITH CITY NATIONAL BANK; 9 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 10 
 11 

 12 

WHEREAS, since June 2014 with the funding from the State of Florida and the award of 13 

additional grants totaling $1,100,000.00, the Village has proceeded with the plans for 14 

construction of the Public Safety & Administration Annex and the restoration of the historic 15 

Village Hall log cabin; and, 16 

 17 

WHEREAS, based on the projected costs of both projects at approximately $1,500,000, it 18 

was determined that the Village would need to seek financing options for the difference; and, 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, on January 14, 2015, the Village advertised a Request for Proposals (RFP) 21 

2015-01 for the purchase of financing in the amount of $350,000.00 for the additional funding 22 

needed to complete both projects, whereby the Village’s Half Cent Sales Tax Receipts was 23 

proposed as collateral for the loan; and; 24 

 25 

WHEREAS, one (1) bid proposal was received in response to the RFP from City 26 

National Bank and subsequently verified by a review committee and recommended to the 27 

Village Manager to be responsive, and; 28 

 29 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds it to be in the best interest of its citizens to 30 

approve the borrowing of the $350,000 by ordinance as required by the Village Charter; and, 31 

 32 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds it to be in the best interest of its citizens to 33 

pledge a portion of the Village’s Half Cent Sales Tax Revenue from the State of Florida as 34 

collateral for the loan with City National Bank. 35 

 36 

 37 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 38 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 39 

 40 

 41 

Section 1:   The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 42 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution 43 

upon adoption hereof. 44 

 45 

Section 2:   The Village Commission has approved the borrowing of the $350,000.00 46 

by ordinance as required by the Village Charter. 47 
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Section 3: The Village Commission formally pledges a portion of the Village’s Half 1 

Cent Sales Tax Revenue from the State of Florida as collateral for the loan 2 

with City National Bank. 3 

 4 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2015 9 

        10 

       The foregoing resolution upon being  11 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 12 
 13 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 14 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___ 15 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___  16 

       Commissioner Ross: ___   17 

Attest:       Commissioner Watts: ___ 18 

 19 

 20 

_____________________________________ 21 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 22 

 23 

Approved as to form: 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

______________________________________ 28 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 29 

 30 
 31 
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Background: 

 

Please refer to the Commission Agenda Report for 
agenda item 10.a, Ordinance 2015-01 

 
Recommendation: 

Approval of Resolution 2015-09 

 

Attachments: 

- Resolution 2015-09 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-09 
  
Prepared By:   Heidi Shafran, AICP, Village Manager 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-09 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 4 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 5 

THE USE OF THE NET PROCEEDS FROM 6 

THE SALE OF SURPLUS VEHICLES TO 7 

FUND A PORTION OF THE COST OF THE 8 

RESTORATION OF THE HISTORIC 9 

VILLAGE HALL LOG CABIN; PROVIDING 10 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 11 
 12 

 13 

WHEREAS, since June 2014 with the funding from the State of Florida and the award of 14 

additional grants totaling $1,100,000.00, the Village has proceeded with the plans for 15 

construction of the Public Safety & Administration Annex and the restoration of the historic 16 

Village Hall log cabin; and, 17 

 18 

WHEREAS, based on the projected costs of both projects at approximately 19 

$1,500,000.00, it was determined that the Village would need to seek additional funding for the 20 

difference; and, 21 

 22 

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2014, the Village authorized the sale of vehicles identified 23 

as surplus property previously used for the collection of solid waste, which resulted in revenues 24 

totaling $84,933.50; and, 25 

 26 

WHEREAS, the Village budgeted a projected revenue of $10,000.00 from the sale of the 27 

surplus vehicles in the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Budget; and, 28 

 29 

WHEREAS, the result of the sale netted the Village an additional $74,933.50 in revenue; 30 

and, 31 

 32 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds it to be in the best interest of its citizens to 33 

authorize the use of the net proceeds from the sale of surplus vehicles to fund a portion of the 34 

cost of the restoration of the historic Village Hall log cabin. 35 

 36 

 37 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 38 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 39 

 40 

 41 

Section 1:   The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 42 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution 43 

upon adoption hereof. 44 

 45 

Section 2:   The Village Commission hereby authorizes the use of the net proceeds 46 

from the sale of the surplus vehicles totaling $74,933.50 to fund a portion 47 

of the cost of the restoration of the historic Village Hall log cabin. 48 
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 1 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2015 6 

        7 

       The foregoing resolution upon being  8 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 9 
 10 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 11 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___ 12 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___  13 

       Commissioner Ross: ___   14 

Attest:       Commissioner Watts: ___ 15 

 16 

 17 

_____________________________________ 18 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 19 

 20 

Approved as to form: 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

______________________________________ 25 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 26 

 27 
 28 
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Background: 

 

Please refer to the Commission Agenda Report for 
agenda item 10.a, Ordinance 2015-01 

 
Recommendation: 

Approval of Resolution 2015-10 

 

Attachments: 

- Resolution 2015-10 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-10 
  
Prepared By:   Heidi Shafran, AICP, Village Manager 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-10 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 4 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, 5 

ESTABLISHING A DEBT SERVICING FUND 6 

AND APPROPRIATING $2,700 PER MONTH 7 

FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO TRANSFER 8 

TO THE DEBT SERVICING FUND; 9 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 10 
 11 

 12 

 13 

WHEREAS, in January, 2015, the Village released a Request for Proposal for the 14 

purchase of financing to which one financial institution, City National Bank, responded; and, 15 

 16 

WHEREAS, City National Bank proposed a loan amount of $350,000.00 at an interest 17 

rate of 4.25% for fifteen years and based on the amortization schedule, the annual payment is 18 

$31,876.78, or $2,656.40 per month; and, 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2015, the Village Commission adopted Ordinance 2015-01 21 

which authorized the borrowing of $350,000.00 from City National Bank based on their 22 

proposal; and, 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds it to be in the best interest of its citizens to 25 

authorize the establishment of the Debt Servicing Fund which will allow the transfer from the 26 

General Fund of the funds needed to cover the payments towards the loan amount. 27 

 28 

 29 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 30 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 31 

 32 

 33 

Section 1:   The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 34 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution 35 

upon adoption hereof. 36 

 37 

Section 2:   The Village Commission hereby authorizes the establishment of the Debt 38 

Servicing Fund and the appropriation of $2,700.00 per month from the 39 

General Fund to be transferred to the Debt Servicing Fund. 40 

 41 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2015 46 

   47 

 48 
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      1 

       The foregoing resolution upon being  2 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 3 
 4 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 5 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___ 6 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___  7 

       Commissioner Ross: ___   8 

Attest:       Commissioner Watts: ___ 9 

 10 

 11 

_____________________________________ 12 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 13 

 14 

Approved as to form: 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

______________________________________ 19 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 20 

 21 
 22 
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Background: 

 

Please refer to the Commission Agenda Report for 
agenda item 10.a, Ordinance 2015-01 

 
Recommendation: 

Approval of Resolution 2015-11 

 

Attachments: 

- Resolution 2015-11 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-11 
  
Prepared By:   Heidi Shafran, AICP, Village Manager 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-11 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 4 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 5 

THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE LOAN 6 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY NATIONAL 7 

BANK AND THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE 8 

PARK TO FUND A PORTION OF THE 9 

RESTORATION OF THE HISTORIC 10 

VILLAGE HALL LOG CABIN IN THE 11 

AMOUNT OF $350,000.00 AT AN INTEREST 12 

RATE OF 4.25% FOR FIFTEEN (15) YEARS; 13 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 14 
 15 

 16 

WHEREAS, in January, 2015, the Village released a Request for Proposal for the 17 

purchase of financing to fund a portion of the restoration of the historic Village Hall log cabin, 18 

which one financial institution, City National Bank, responded; and, 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, City National Bank proposed a loan amount of $350,000.00 at an interest 21 

rate of 4.25% for fifteen years with no prepayment penalty after the first five years of the loan; 22 

and 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2015, the Village Commission adopted Ordinance 2015-01 25 

which authorized the borrowing of $350,000.00 from City National Bank based on their 26 

proposal; and, 27 

 28 

WHEREAS, the Village Commission finds it to be in the best interest of its citizens to 29 

authorize the Village Attorney and the Village Manager to finalize the loan agreement and 30 

authorizes the Mayor to execute the finalized loan agreement between City National Bank and 31 

the Village of Biscayne Park to fund a portion of the restoration of the historic Village Hall Log 32 

Cabin. 33 

 34 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 35 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 36 

 37 

 38 

Section 1:   The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 39 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution 40 

upon adoption hereof. 41 

 42 

Section 2:   The Village Commission hereby authorizes the Village Attorney and the 43 

Village Manager to finalize the loan agreement and authorizes the Mayor 44 

to execute the finalized loan agreement between City National Bank and 45 

the Village of Biscayne Park to fund a portion of the restoration of the 46 

historic Village Hall Log Cabin in the amount of $350,000.00 at an 47 

interest rate of 4.25% for fifteen (15) years.  The agreement is 48 

incorporated by reference. 49 
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 1 

 2 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2015 7 

   8 

 9 

      10 

       The foregoing resolution upon being  11 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 12 
 13 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 14 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___ 15 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___  16 

       Commissioner Ross: ___   17 

Attest:       Commissioner Watts: ___ 18 

 19 

 20 

_____________________________________ 21 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 22 

 23 

Approved as to form: 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

______________________________________ 28 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 29 

 30 
 31 
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Background 
In accordance with Village Code, the terms of office of the members of certain boards 
and committees shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Village 
Commission meeting. 
 
All current Parks & Parkway Advisory Board members were provided a Board 
Application, as well as the same application was made available to anyone expressing 
an interest in becoming a member.  Applications were collected and are provided for 
the Commission’s consideration.  The Village Commission will, by majority vote, select 
members for this board.  Ballots will be provided at the meeting. 
 

Fiscal/Budget Impact - None.  

Attachments 

 Resolution 2015-12 
 Applications for Parks & Parkway Advisory Board 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-12 Parks & Parkway 

Advisory Board Member Appointments 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 















M.I.

State

State

 

Village of Biscayne Park
Board Member Application

I understand that in accordance with Florida Sunshine Law, this information becomes public and may be subject to public review.

I understand that, once appointed and annually thereafter, I may be required to complete a Financial Disclosure Affidavit in compliance 
with Florida Statutes.

DateSignature

Educational qualification.

List any related professional certifications and licenses which you hold.

Give your present, or most recent employer, and position.  

Describe experiences, skills or knowledge which qualify you to serve on this board.  (Please feel free to attach a brief resume.)

What Board(s) are you interested in serving?  (All Village Boards are listed on the reverse side of this form.)  Please list in order of preference.

List all Village Boards on which you are currently serving or have previously served.  Please include dates.

First Name

Home Telephone Number Cell Number Work Number

Zip Code

Zip Code

Last Name

Home Address City

Principal Business Address City

Are you a registered voter? Yes or NoE-Mail Address

Biscayne Park FL 33161 



THOMAS FERSTLE: 

Educational Qualifications: 

 BS Economics and Finance University of Texas at Dallas 1993 

 Masters of Humanities University of Dallas 1998 

 PhD Humanities University of Texas at Dallas 2007 

Describe experiences, skills or knowledge which qualify you to serve on this board: 

My academic career has provided me with many requirements to serve on various advisory boards. 

Lynn University 

• Spiritual and Religious Life Faculty Advisory Council-Lynn-currrent member 

• College of Arts and Sciences-Curriculum Advisory Committee-current member 

• Working Group to Revise Academic Council By-Laws (Fall 2013) 

Barry University  

• Mission Integration Council -Inaugural Member 2010-2012 

• Faculty Senate Member elected 2008-2011 

• Ethics Committee -Chair 2008-2011 

• Arts and Sciences Research Committee-member 2005 

• Eucharistic Ministry and Lector-Cor Jesu 2005-2011 

• Basic Education and Access and Management Support (BEAMS) Design and Implementation 

Committee-member 2006 

• English Department First Year Composition and Literature Review Committee member 2006-

present 

• English Department-Website Development Chair 2008-present 

• English Department Job Search Committee-Member-2008 

• English Department Student Advisor-2005-2011 
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Background 
In accordance with Village Code, the terms of office of the members of certain boards 
and committees shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Village 
Commission meeting. 
 
All current Ecology Board members were provided a Board Application, as well as the 
same application was made available to anyone expressing an interest in becoming a 
member.  Applications were collected and are provided for the Commission’s 
consideration.  The Village Commission will, by majority vote, select members for this 
board.  Ballots will be provided at the meeting. 
 

Fiscal/Budget Impact - None.  

Attachments 

 Resolution 2015-13 
 Applications for Ecology Board 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-13 Ecology Board  

Member Appointments 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 









M.I.

State

State

 

Village of Biscayne Park
Board Member Application

I understand that in accordance with Florida Sunshine Law, this information becomes public and may be subject to public review.

I understand that, once appointed and annually thereafter, I may be required to complete a Financial Disclosure Affidavit in compliance 
with Florida Statutes.

DateSignature

Educational qualification.

List any related professional certifications and licenses which you hold.

Give your present, or most recent employer, and position.  

Describe experiences, skills or knowledge which qualify you to serve on this board.  (Please feel free to attach a brief resume.)

What Board(s) are you interested in serving?  (All Village Boards are listed on the reverse side of this form.)  Please list in order of preference.

List all Village Boards on which you are currently serving or have previously served.  Please include dates.

First Name

Home Telephone Number Cell Number Work Number

Zip Code

Zip Code

Last Name

Home Address City

Principal Business Address City

Are you a registered voter? Yes or NoE-Mail Address

Biscayne Park FL 33161 



THOMAS FERSTLE: 

Educational Qualifications: 

 BS Economics and Finance University of Texas at Dallas 1993 

 Masters of Humanities University of Dallas 1998 

 PhD Humanities University of Texas at Dallas 2007 

Describe experiences, skills or knowledge which qualify you to serve on this board: 

My academic career has provided me with many requirements to serve on various advisory boards. 

Lynn University 

• Spiritual and Religious Life Faculty Advisory Council-Lynn-currrent member 

• College of Arts and Sciences-Curriculum Advisory Committee-current member 

• Working Group to Revise Academic Council By-Laws (Fall 2013) 

Barry University  

• Mission Integration Council -Inaugural Member 2010-2012 

• Faculty Senate Member elected 2008-2011 

• Ethics Committee -Chair 2008-2011 

• Arts and Sciences Research Committee-member 2005 

• Eucharistic Ministry and Lector-Cor Jesu 2005-2011 

• Basic Education and Access and Management Support (BEAMS) Design and Implementation 

Committee-member 2006 

• English Department First Year Composition and Literature Review Committee member 2006-

present 

• English Department-Website Development Chair 2008-present 

• English Department Job Search Committee-Member-2008 

• English Department Student Advisor-2005-2011 
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Background 
In accordance with Village Code, the terms of office of the members of certain boards 
and committees shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Village 
Commission meeting. 
 
All current Recreation Advisory Board members were provided a Board Application, as 
well as the same application was made available to anyone expressing an interest in 
becoming a member.  Applications were collected and are provided for the 
Commission’s consideration.  The Village Commission will, by majority vote, select 
members for this board.  Ballots will be provided at the meeting. 
 

Fiscal/Budget Impact - None.  

Attachments 

 Resolution 2015-14 
 Applications for Recreation Advisory Board 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-14 Recreation 

Advisory Board Member Appointments 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 
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Background 
In accordance with Village Code, the terms of office of the members of certain boards 
and committees shall be up for reappointment yearly at the regular March Village 
Commission meeting. 
 
All current Public Art Advisory Board members were provided a Board Application, as 
well as the same application was made available to anyone expressing an interest in 
becoming a member.  Applications were collected and are provided for the 
Commission’s consideration.  The Village Commission will, by majority vote, select 
members for this board.  Ballots will be provided at the meeting. 
 

Fiscal/Budget Impact - None.  

Attachments 

 Resolution 2015-15 
 Applications for Public Art Advisory Board 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Resolution 2015-15 Public Art 

Advisory Board Member Appointments 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 









M.I.

State

State

 

Village of Biscayne Park
Board Member Application

I understand that in accordance with Florida Sunshine Law, this information becomes public and may be subject to public review.

I understand that, once appointed and annually thereafter, I may be required to complete a Financial Disclosure Affidavit in compliance 
with Florida Statutes.

DateSignature

Educational qualification.

List any related professional certifications and licenses which you hold.

Give your present, or most recent employer, and position.  

Describe experiences, skills or knowledge which qualify you to serve on this board.  (Please feel free to attach a brief resume.)

What Board(s) are you interested in serving?  (All Village Boards are listed on the reverse side of this form.)  Please list in order of preference.

List all Village Boards on which you are currently serving or have previously served.  Please include dates.

First Name

Home Telephone Number Cell Number Work Number

Zip Code

Zip Code

Last Name

Home Address City

Principal Business Address City

Are you a registered voter? Yes or NoE-Mail Address

Biscayne Park FL 33161 



THOMAS FERSTLE: 

Educational Qualifications: 

 BS Economics and Finance University of Texas at Dallas 1993 

 Masters of Humanities University of Dallas 1998 

 PhD Humanities University of Texas at Dallas 2007 

Describe experiences, skills or knowledge which qualify you to serve on this board: 

My academic career has provided me with many requirements to serve on various advisory boards. 

Lynn University 

• Spiritual and Religious Life Faculty Advisory Council-Lynn-currrent member 

• College of Arts and Sciences-Curriculum Advisory Committee-current member 

• Working Group to Revise Academic Council By-Laws (Fall 2013) 

Barry University  

• Mission Integration Council -Inaugural Member 2010-2012 

• Faculty Senate Member elected 2008-2011 

• Ethics Committee -Chair 2008-2011 

• Arts and Sciences Research Committee-member 2005 

• Eucharistic Ministry and Lector-Cor Jesu 2005-2011 

• Basic Education and Access and Management Support (BEAMS) Design and Implementation 

Committee-member 2006 

• English Department First Year Composition and Literature Review Committee member 2006-

present 

• English Department-Website Development Chair 2008-present 

• English Department Job Search Committee-Member-2008 

• English Department Student Advisor-2005-2011 
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Background 
 

     The Code Review Board submitted their proposed code changes to Chapter 5 to 
the Commission on December 2nd.  Additional meetings and a workshop were held 
and additional changes were made following these meetings: 

- Community & Board Workshop on Thursday, January 15th  
- Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board Meeting on Monday, January 

26th  
- Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Board Meeting on Wednesday, 

February 18th  

The minutes from these three meetings are provided. 

     The latest draft of the proposed changes has been reviewed by Village Attorney 
John Hearn and his edits and comments are included. 

Attachments  

 Draft of the proposed code changes to Chapter 5 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    Draft of Proposed Code Changes 

to Chapter 5. 
  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



March 3, 2015 
Commission Agenda Report 
Draft of Proposed Code Changes to Chapter 5 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 Memorandum from Village Attorney John Hearn 
 Minutes – Community & Board Workshop 01 15 2015 
 Minutes Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Meeting 01 26 2015 
 Minutes Joint Code Review and Parks & Parkway Meeting 02 18 2015 
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NOTE: Code Review Board Proposed Language as of February 18, 2015 is underlined in black.   
******************************************************************************************* 
 

CHAPTER 5.  TRANSPORTATION (As amended as of August 2014, update Nov 19, 
2014) 
 
5.1.  General provisions. 
 
5.1.1   Purpose.  This chapter establishes minimum requirements applicable to the 
transportation system, including public and private streets, bikeways, pedestrian ways, 
parking, and access control from public streets. The standards in this chapter are 
intended to minimize the traffic impacts of development, and to assure that all 
developments adequately and safely provide for the storage and movement of vehicles 
with good engineering and development design practices.   
 
5.1.2   Compliance with technical construction standards manual.  All required elements 
of the transportation system shall be provided in compliance with the engineering 
design and construction standards of the Public Works Manual, Metro- Miami-Dade 
County  
 
5.1.3 Definitions.   These definitions supplement Chapter 2 of these Code of 
Ordinances. 

 
(a) Front Yard -- the area on a property between the front lot line and the front of the 

building on the property. 
 

(b) Clear Trunk Height -- Clear trunk height (CT). The height of a tree measured 
from the ground to the bottom of the canopy. 
 

(c) Diameter Breast Height -- diameter of a tree trunk measured at four and one-half 
(4.5) feet above grade. In the case of multi-stemmed trees, the D.B.H. shall be 
measured at four and one-half (4.5) feet above grade on each stem and added 
together to count as one (1) tree. 

 
(d) Off-Street Parking – Parking that is confined to the area within the lot line of a 

property and does not include the public right-of-way or swale. 
 

(e) Mulch – Natural materials customarily used in landscape design to retard 
erosion, weed infestation, and retain moisture and for use in planting areas. 
 

(f) Right-of-Way – The area not contained within property lines and is for public use 
and is measured from lot line to lot line. 
 

(g) Sod – turf grass that is used to cover the ground. 
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(h) Street Frontage  -- the part of the boundary of the lot next to a street 
 

(i) Swale -- the area between the pavement edge and the property line which 
includes the sidewalk adjacent and contiguous to the property lots. The swale is 
located within the right-of-way. 

 
5.2.  Streets. 
 
5.2.1   Street classification system established.  Streets in the village are classified and 
mapped according to function served in order to allow for regulation of access and 
appropriate design and construction standards. Streets dedicated to the village and 
private streets are classified in a street hierarchy system with design tailored to function. 
The street hierarchy system shall be defined by road function and average daily traffic 
(ADT), calculated by trip generation rates prepared by the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers. The following street hierarchy is established: Residential, collector, and 
arterial. Each street type is divided into subcategories.   
 
5.2.2   Residential streets (local roads).  Residential streets are primarily suited to 
providing direct access to residential development and are designed to minimize 
unnecessary and/or speeding traffic. Each residential street shall meet the minimum 
standards for one (1) of the following street types:   
 
(a)   Residential access street.  This is the lowest order street in the hierarchy. A 
residential access street is a frontage street which provides direct access to abutting 
properties and should not carry more traffic than is generated on the street itself. 
Residential access streets may take access from any higher order street type. Both 
ends of a residential loop street must take access from a single higher order street. 
Residential access streets shall have a maximum ADT of five hundred (500). Loop 
streets shall have a maximum of four hundred (400). Cul-de-sacs shall have a 
maximum ADT of two hundred (200).   
 
(b)   Residential subcollector street.  This is the middle order street in the residential 
street hierarchy. It will collect traffic from residential access streets and provide direct 
access to abutting properties. Residential subcollector streets may take access from 
any higher order street type and may give access to residential access streets and may 
provide direct access to nonresidential uses. Residential subcollector streets shall have 
a maximum ADT of one thousand (1,000).   
 
(c)   Residential collector street.  This is the highest order street that can be classified as 
residential. It will collect traffic from residential access and subcollector streets and may 
provide direct access to nonresidential uses. Residential collector streets shall have a 
maximum ADT of two thousand (2,000).   
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5.2.3   Collector roads (county collectors).  Collector roads connect lower order streets 
to other collector streets and to arterial streets, provide access to nonresidential uses, 
and serve through traffic. Collector streets shall have an average daily traffic volume of 
no greater than seven thousand (7,000).   
 
5.2.4   Arterial roads (state minor arterials).  There are three (3) types of arterial roads, 
minor, major, and freeways but there is only a minor type in the village. The minor 
arterial links community districts to regional and state highways and may give access to 
any lower order street type.   
 
5.2.5   Special purpose roadways.     
 
(a)   Alley.  Alleys are not considered part of the street hierarchy system as they are 
generally unpaved thoroughfares for the purpose of service to adjacent properties.   
 
(b)   Divided streets.  Divided streets are for the purpose of protecting environmental 
features or avoiding excessive grading. In such a case, the standards shall be applied 
to the aggregate dimensions of the two (2) street segments.   
 
5.2.6   Future traffic circulation map.  The future traffic circulation map and any 
amendments thereto, adopted by the village as part of the comprehensive plan (Map 
3.4), is hereby made a part of this code. Roadways within the village are either 
designated in the future traffic circulation map or may be classified according to 
function, design, and use by the village upon request. The map shall be the basis for all 
decisions regarding required road improvements or access.   
 
5.3.  Rights-of-way. 
 
5.3.1   Right-of-way widths.  The right-of-way shall be measured from lot line to lot line.   
 
5.3.2   Protection and use of rights-of-way.     
 
(a)   No encroachment shall be permitted into existing rights-of-way, except for 
temporary use authorized by the village. 
 
(b)   Use of the right-of-way for public or private utilities, including, but not limited to, 
potable water, telephone wires, cable television wires, gas lines, sanitary sewer, or 
electricity transmission, shall be allowed subject to the placement specifications in the 
Public Works Manual, MetroMiami-Dade County, and other applicable county 
regulations. 
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(c)   All vehicles of any type parked on any street, alley, or public right-of-way in the 
Village of Biscayne Park shall have at all times attached a current license plate. 
 
(d)   Sidewalks and bicycle ways shall be placed within the right-of-way. 
 
5.3.3   Parking of trucks, etc., prohibited in the right-of-way.     
 
(a)   It shall be unlawful to park or cause to be parked upon any public street or in the 
public right-of-way in the village any truck, trailer, semitrailer, bus (public or private 
owned) except while loading or unloading or when such vehicle is parked in connection 
with and in the aid of the performance of a service to or on the property being serviced. 
 
(b)   Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prohibit the parking of one (1) truck in 
front of any one property not exceeding three-fourths ton net weight that contains no 
lettering or advertising and is owned or leased by the occupant of the property, when it 
is proven to be physically impossible to park it off of the public right-of-way. 
 
(c)   It shall be unlawful to park or store any boat, boat trailer, air boat, any self-propelled 
or nonself-propelled mobile home, motor home or camper upon any public street or in 
the public right-of-way in the village. 

Cross references:  Truck overnight parking permit, § 16.11.   
 
5.3.4   Objects in the right-of-way.     
(a)   Markers.  Dome type markers only may be placed within dedicated right-of-way 
provided that they are placed not closer than eighteen (18) inches to the nearest edge 
of the paved surface of the designated roadway. All markers must be at least twenty-
four (24) inches apart. Markers placed in the right-of-way shall not exceed twelve (12) 
inches in diameter nor be more than six (6) inches in height and shall be white in color.   
(b)   Landscaping.  Nothing shall be planted or allowed to grow in such a manner so as 
to obstruct the right-of-way clear zone at a level between three (3) feet and six (6) feet 
above the grade, measured at the centerline of right-of-way. Trees or palms, however, 
having trunks and foliage trimmed in such a manner that no branches or foliage extend 
into the right-of-way area clear zone shall be allowed, provided they are so located so 
as not to create a traffic hazard.   
(c)   Paving and drainage.  Pervious pavers shall be allowed but any impervious paving 
shall be adequately drained to prevent the buildup of stormwater in the right-of-way.   
(d)   Other objects prohibited.  It shall be unlawful to install, place or maintain within the 
dedicated right-of-way, parkway or swale area of the village any pointed concrete or 
other unapproved hard materials such as rocks, stones, bricks, metal objects or other 
similar obstructions.   
 
5.3.4 Landscaping and objects in the swale area of the right–of-way. 
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(a) Use of the swale area of the right of way: The swale area of the Village’s right-of-
way is public property. All objects and landscaping, with the exception of mailboxes, 
shall be considered the property of the Village whether existing at the time of the 
enactment of this ordinance or thereafter. No object or landscaping shall be allowed in 
the swale, except as provided for in this section, with the exception of mailboxes.   All 
other signage, including political signs, shall be consistent with Chapter 12 of these 
Code of Ordinances.   
 
(b) Minimum standard:  Sod coverage that is well maintained shall be provided in the 
swale unless other plant materials or approved driveway surfaces are installed in 
accordance with this section. The contiguous adjacent property owner is responsible for 
the maintenance of all permitted objects, landscaping and sod in the swale unless 
otherwise specified by these Code of Ordinances. The height of sod shall be consistent 
with Section 8.4 (Property Maintenance).  
 
(c) Markers: Only dome type markers may be placed within the swale provided that they 
are placed not closer than eighteen (18) inches to the nearest edge of the paved 
surface of the designated roadway. All markers must be at least (24) inches apart. 
Markers placed in the swale shall not exceed twelve (12) inches in diameter nor be 
more than six (6) inches in height and shall be white in color.  
 
(d) Mailboxes: May be located within the swale provided no part of the mailbox is closer 
than two (2) feet from the edge of the paved surface of the designated roadway. Non 
conforming mailboxes shall have one (1) year from date of enactment of this ordinance 
to come into compliance.   
 
(e) Restrictions on the placement of landscaping in the swale:  Landscaping in the 
swale adjacent to front lot lines and exterior side lot lines, as defined in Chapter 2 of 
these Code of Ordinances, shall conform to the following restrictions: 
 

(i) Clear Zone: An area five (5) feet deep, parallel with and immediately adjacent to 
the edge of the paved road shall be maintained as a clear zone.   All landscaping in 
the swale installed after the enactment of this ordinance must be located a minimum 
of five (5) feet from the edge of pavement of the nearest roadway.   Any landscaping 
installed previous to the enactment of this ordinance within the clear zone must be 
removed once it dies or is damaged and cannot be replaced.   If existing 
landscaping is deemed a safety hazard by the Village, it must be immediately 
removed__CAN’T READ – CUT OFF PAGE  . Sod is always a permitted material in 
the clear zone.   
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(a) Approved Driveway Surface is also permitted within the clear zone in 
accordance with Section 5.6.8 of this Code of Ordinances. 
 

(a)(b) Clear Trunk Height: Plant materials of unlimited height shall be permitted 
such that they do not intrude in any way into the clear zone at a height lower 
than eight (8) feet.  All landscape overhangs into the street are subject to 
applicable local, county and state laws.   

 

 
(ii) Installation of trees in the swale: The installation of trees within the swale shall 
require a permit from the Village.  A dimensional plan and indication of the proposed 
species, grade and size of the proposed tree(s) shall be submitted.  Trees installed 
in the public right-of-way without a permit shall be subject to immediate removal after 
a thirty (30) day written notice to the property owner.  Permits shall not be issued for 
trees within the clear zone.  

 

(iii) Mulch in the swale: Only natural materials with the exception of cypress mulch 
and mulch with chemical compounds shall be permitted in the swale.  THIS NEEDS 
TO BE CLARIFIED.  NOT SURE WHAT IS EXCLUDED/INCLUDED BY THIS 
SECTION. 
 

 

(f) A combination of paving and sodding of rights-of-way shall be permitted provided the 
impervious section does not exceed forty (40) percent of the total area and such paved 
areas shall be kept on in good condition. 
 

(g) Removal of obstructions by the Village: In the event any object or tree placed in the 
swale creates an emergency situation involving potential danger to the health, safety, 
and welfare of the community, the Village may perform removal operations immediately, 
thus eliminating the emergency, and may assess the cost of such removal against the 
adjacent  property owner.  
 

(h) Removal of trees in the swale by the abutting property owner: Property owners must 
obtain a permit from the Village Biscayne Park and Miami-Dade County to remove trees 
in the swale. 
 

 
(i) Property owner’s responsibilities for maintenance: The property owner or resident 
living in the property shall be jointly and severally responsible for the maintenance of the 
Swale area contiguous to their property.  Maintenance shall include but not be limited to 
mowing the sod and performing general edging, weeding, trimming, pruning and 
cleanup activities.   The landscaping and sod shall be maintained in good plant health. 
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The landscaping shall be kept free of dead limbs and branches.  No Swale landscaping 
shall be maintained in such manner as to constitute a nuisance.   

 

1. Property owners shall be responsible for the removal of dead and diseased 
trees, with the exception of dead and diseased trees that are sixty (60) 
inches or more in diameter breast height (DBH) there will be a 50%/50% 
share between the Village and property owner for the cost of removal, 
depending on the availability of budgeted Village funds.  Any permitted tree 
planted by the property owner after the enactment of this ordinance shall be 
the full responsibility of the property owner.    If a tree is on both the swale 
and the property, there is no share with the Village.  
  

 
5.3.5   Vacation of rights-of-way.  Applications to vacate a right-of-way may be approved 
upon a finding that all the following requirements are met:   
 
(a)   The requested vacation is consistent with the traffic circulation element of the 
village comprehensive plan. 
 
(b)   The right-of-way does not provide the sole access to any property. Remaining 
access shall not be by easement. 
 
(c)   The vacation would not imperil the current or future location of any utility. 
 
(d)   The proposed vacation is not detrimental to the public interest, and provides a 
benefit to the village. 
 
Cross references: Right-of-way permit, § 16-8.1; fees for right-of-way permits, § 
17.5.1. 

 
5.4. Street standards. 
 
5.4.1   Clear visibility triangle.  In order to provide a clear view of intersecting streets to 
the motorist, there shall be a triangular area of clear visibility formed by two (2) 
intersecting streets or the intersection of a driveway and a street. The following 
standards shall be met:  
 

(a) For street intersections the clear visibility triangle shall be formed by a line 
along 

the street pavement edge fifteen (15) feet long from the street corner 
perpendicular, generally, to a second line of the street pavement edge of 
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approaching traffic, connected by a third line that measures three (3) times the 
speed limit of the street. 
 
(a) (ii) Nothing shall be erected, placed, parked, planted or allowed to grow in 

such a manner that it would restrict visibility above a height of three (3) feet 
above grade, measured at the centerline of the intersection within the area 
of the visibility triangles.  

 

(a)(b) For street intersections the clear visibility triangle shall be formed by 
connecting points on the edge of each street and the intersection point.  
Beginning at point one, the intersection, point two shall be located Fifteen 
(15) feet from the intersection on one street and point three on the second 
street shall be located at a distance from the intersection, measured in feet 
equal to Tthree (3) times the streets speed limit.  A line connecting the three 
points shall create the triangle.  This triangle applies to both directions from 
the intersection. See Diagram 5.4.1 (a) 
 

 
 

(b)(c) For driveways two (2) clear visibility triangles shall be formed by 
connecting, in each case, a point on the edge of the street pavement and a 
point on the edge of the driveway, each to be located at a distance of twenty 
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(20) feet from the intersection of the street and driveway lines, and a third 
line joining the two (2) points. See Diagram 5.4.1 (b) 

 

 
 
(c)(d) Nothing shall be erected, placed, parked, planted, or allowed to grow in 

such a manner so as to obstruct cross-visibility at a level between three (3) 
feet and six (6) feet above the grade, measured at the centerline of the 
intersection. Trees or palms, however, having trunks and foliage trimmed in 
such a manner that no trunks or foliage extend into the cross-visibility area 
shall be allowed, provided they are so located so as not to create a traffic 
hazard. 

 
5.5.  Sidewalks and bikeways. 
 
5.5.1   Design and construction standards.  Design and construction of sidewalks, 
bikeways, or other footpaths shall conform to the requirements of the Public Works 
Manual, Metro Miami-Dade County, including provision for access by physically 
handicapped persons.   
 
5.6.  Off-street parking. 
 
5.6.1   Applicability.  Off-street parking facilities shall be provided within the lot of all 
development properties within in the village pursuant to the requirements of this code. 
The facilities shall be maintained as long as the use exists that the facilities were 
designed to serve.   
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 (a) All vehicles must be parked on an approved driveway surface subject to the 
design standards set forth in Section 5.6.8. 

1. Non-conforming properties that do not have an approved driveway surface 
shall have one (1) year from the date of enactment of this ordinance to 
come into compliance.  
 

1.2. When an approved driveway surface does exist all vehicles shall park on 
said driveway upon enactment of this ordinance.  

 
(b) Where this requirement cannot be met by multi-family properties while still 
without maintaining a ten (10) foot landscape area in front of the building, a 
variance may be obtained from the Planning Board.  For the purposes of this 
section, multi-family refers to units that are two-family duplexes or more. 

 

5.6.2   Computation.  In the village hall, recreation area, church, the occupancy shall be 
based on the maximum capacity rating given the building by the fire marshal. Gross 
floor area shall be the sum of the gross horizontal area of all floors of a building 
measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls.   
 
5.6.3   Number of parking spaces required.  The table below specifies the required 
minimum number of off-street automobile parking spaces. The number of off-street 
parking spaces for uses not listed in the table shall be determined by the planning 
board. The term "tandem parking space" means a parking space that abuts a second 
parking space in such a manner that vehicular access to the second space can be 
made only through the abutting (tandem) space.   
TABLE INSET: 
 

  Use    
Minimum Off-Street 
Parking Requirement    

(a)  
  

Residential    Resident Parking    Visitor Parking    

    Detached one-family:            

    1, 2 and 3 bedrooms    2 spaces/unit*    1 space/unit**    

    4 bedrooms    3 spaces/unit*    1 space/unit**    

    Detached two-family:            

    2, 3 or more bedrooms    2 spaces/unit*    0.5 spaces/unit**    

(b)  
  

Recreation.            
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    Parks, Clubs: determined by the planning board.    

(c)  
  

Public assembly.            

    
Church: 1 space/3 seats or 1 space/35 square feet of gross auditorium floor 
area    

* Resident parking spaces may be tandem. 
** If on-street parking is not permitted or is restricted on the unit's street frontage, then 
one visitor parking space shall be required. The visitor space shall be located not more 
than one hundred (100) feet from the unit's street frontage. 
 
5.6.4   Handicapped parking spaces.  Any parking area to be used by the general public 
shall provide suitable, marked and paved parking spaces for handicapped persons. The 
number, design, and location of these spaces shall be consistent with the requirements 
of F.S. §§ 316.1955, and 316.1956, or succeeding provisions. No parking spaces 
required for the handicapped shall be counted as a parking space in determining 
compliance with subsection 5.6.3, public uses, above, but optional supplemental spaces 
for the handicapped shall be counted. The parking and related features contained in the 
Department of Community Affairs, Florida Board of Building, Codes and Standards, 
Accessibility Requirements Manual are hereby incorporated by reference into the village 
code.   
 
5.6.5   Parking in medians prohibited.  No parking shall be allowed in median open 
spaces or median parkways.   
 
5.6.6   Existing nonconforming minimum off-street parking requirements.  The number 
of off-[street] parking spaces existing on properties at the time of the adoption of this 
code, although such number does not conform to the minimum off-street parking 
requirements hereof, may be lawfully continued.  However, all vehicles must be parked 
on an approved driveway surface consistent with Section 5.6.1.  
 
5.6.7   Historic preservation exemption.  The preservation of any property that has been 
placed on the county or national register of historic places, shall be grounds for a grant 
by the planning review board of a reduction in, or complete exemption from, the parking 
requirements in subsection 5.6.3 of this chapter.   
 
5.6.8   Design standards for off-street parking.  Except as provided herein, all required 
off-street parking spaces and the use they are intended to serve shall be located on the 
same parcel. The size and layout of these spaces shall be according to the Miami-Dade 
County Code and Public Works Manual, Metro Miami-Dade County. Vehicles shall be 
parked on impervious or pervious surfaces but impervious areas shall not exceed forty 
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(40) percent of the front yard, excluding the right-of-way. Off-street parking (within the 
lot lines of all properties) shall only be permitted on approved surfaces by the Village of 
Biscayne Park.  In no circumstances shall grass or sod be an approved surface.    
 

a. All driveways shall be of a similar material and design element.   
 
a.b. All driveways must have an improved approach across the swale 

which shall meet the minimum standard of gravel construction.    
 

b.c. All driveways shall be no closer than thirty (30) inches from side 
property line. 

c.d. All non-conforming driveways, as related to setback, shall come 
into compliance when there is a change in driveway material or the 
installation of a new driveway. 

 
d.e. Driveways shall only be constructed with the following materials; concrete, 

paver, brick, gravel, asphalt, cut stone or turf block. 
 

e.f. Gravel driveways shall be built with a permanent perimeter border and 
shall be a minimum of four (4) inches deep. 

 
f.g. Road rock shall not be used as a finished driveway material.   

 
g.h. Construction of a portion of a driveway in the swale or right-of-way, 

such as the apron and driveway approach, shall require the property 
owner to indemnify, hold harmless, and defend the Village from any and 
all actions, caused by, resulting from, or in any way associated with the 
proposed work within the Village right-of-way on a form provided by the 
Village.    

 
 

 





The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

MINUTES
Community & Board Workshop 

Proposed Code Changes to Chapter 5

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 6:30m

Manager Heidi Shafran opened the workshop at 6:36pm, explaining that each 

proposed change would be presented, the Code Review Board would explain their 

intent, the board members would discuss, then the public would be provided the 

opportunity to comment.

Present from the Code Review Board:

Gage Hartung, Chair

Judi Hamelburg

Andrew Olis

Gary Kuhl

Dale Blanton

Present from the Parks & Parkway Advisor Board:

Dan Keys, Chair

Barbara Kuhl

Randy Wagoner

Present from Staff:

Village Manager Heidi Shafran

Public Services Manager Krishan Manners

Village Clerk Maria Camara

Village Attorney John Hearn

 

5.3 Rights-of-way

5.3.4 (a):

Proposed language:  Use of the swale area of the right of way: The swale area of the 

Village’s right-of-way is public property. All objects and landscaping, with the 

exception of mailboxes, shall be considered the property of the Village whether 

existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance or thereafter. No object or 

landscaping shall be allowed in the swale except as provided for in this section, with 

the exception of mailboxes.
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Code Review Board:  Clarification that right-of-way is public property.

Parks & Parkway:  Make a reference to the allowance of political signs and that 

specific part of the code.

 

Kristen Montouri:  Does this include house number signs?

 

5.3.4 (b):

Proposed language: Minimum standard:  Grass coverage that is well maintained shall 

be provided in the swale unless other plant materials or approved driveway surfaces 

are installed in accordance with this section. 

 

Code Review Board:  To eliminate dirt swales, non-maintained swales.  In chapter 8, 

the term 'sod' is used.  Could use this instead.

Code Review Board:  Provided definition of the term 'swale':  area from the edge of 

road to property line; provide area that will allow a vehicle to pull over where there 

is no median and to give pedestrians the opportunity to move off the street.

 

Parks & Parkway:  Add definition of 'grass', or better term (i.e. 'sod'), or an intended 

height; add definition of 'swales' to definition section.

 

John Pendensco:  Planning on putting in rocks or a rock trail.  Will this be allowed?

 

Lauren Caban:  Has a 20' tall hedge and will have to remove.  Prefers not to have 

grass on the swale.

 

 
Harvey Bilt:  Need to add that the maintenance of the swale is the obligation of the 

homeowner.  Approved driveway surfaces are an extension of the driveway.

 

Kristen Montouri:  Consider 5' for those with swale under 8'.  Clarify since proposed 

code specifies 5'.

 

Tom Firstle:  8' proposal has an impact on my garden.  How many homes will be 

affected?  What is the loss of property value if the landscaping is removed?  These 

are certified natural habitats.  Endangered Florida species.

 

Ed Chisholm:  Has a 50' swale.  Planted a well maintained vegetation area on swale.  

You are coming after the fact and making changes.

 

Michael Spaventa:  What is the impact on property values?  What is the cost factor to 

residents?  Not sure what the size of swale is.  Concerned with zone 2, nothing 

greater than 3'.  All current landscaping was already there.  Likes the privacy that it 

affords.  Has room for 5 vehicles.  No issue with parking for several vehicles.  While 

good to have uniformity, turns us into a cookie cutter neighborhood.
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Nicole Susi:  This is a bird sanctuary.  We have beautiful trees.  Live on 120th and not 

wide enough for two way traffic.  If you take back swales, Village will have to 

maintain.  Not our fault the Village Code Enforcement did not enforce not allowing 

plantings in the swale.  Proposal is ludicrous.  Takes away beauty of the Village.

 

Lisa Schuler:  Do not want to live in a cookie cutter neighborhood.  Proud of being a 

bird sanctuary.  Love the trees.  Confirms that her trees will not be removed.  

Reconsider what you are proposing.

 

Tracy Truppman:  This happened because of one resident with a tree that cost the 

Village $11,000 to remove; and to create language that will allow Code Enforcement 

to enforce.  Safety and well being and beauty of the Village is priority.  You forced me 

through a variance process to plant palms on the swale.  If you make me remove you 

will have to pay and reimburse me the costs associated with the variance.  You are 

trying to regulate aesthetics.  Go back to a safety perspective.  Affecting so many 

people.  What is the cost to the Village?  Will it be taxed back to the residents?  

These changes will not work.

 

Code Review Board:  Current code does not allow anything to be planted in the 

swale.  What we are proposing is to allow for other plantings.  Not requiring you to 

remove until it dies, and then you cannot replant.

 

Vaughn Goldstein:  Are palm trees considered trees?  Was given an award for having 

the most beautiful yard many years ago and our landscaping is right up to the street.

 

Janey Anderson:  On 11th place between 119th and 121st streets.  Have a swale in 

back of property.  If required to remove the palms currently in the back swale, will 

have to look at the "skanky" properties behind our property.  Allowing the plantings 

in the swale provides our tree canopy.  Keeps us from looking like a "Chapel Trail" 

development.

 

Parks & Parkway:  This property has been provided an exemption for fencing because 

of its unique location.  Consider the same type of exemption for trees/landscaping.

 

Code Review Board:  The area behind this property is a utility easement.

 

Ernesto Oliva:  Used Coconut Grove as a comparison.  Will not be affected by the 

proposed changes, but concerned with impact to the Village.

 

Discussion of proposed code relating to Markers, Mailboxes and Mulch will be done 

together later in the meeting.

5.3.4 (e) 

Proposed language:  Restrictions on the placement of landscaping in the swale:  

Landscaping in the swale shall conform to the following restrictions:
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     (i) Clear Zone: An area five (5) feet wide, parallel with and immediately adjacent to 

the edge of the paved road shall be maintained as a clear zone.  No plant material 

other than grass is permitted in the clear zone.  Approved Driveway Surface is also 

permitted within the clear zone in accordance with Section 5.6.8

     (ii) Low Zone: Between five (5) feet and eight (8) feet from the edge of pavement 

plant materials not exceeding three (3) feet in height at maturity will be permitted 

such that they do not intrude in any way into the clear zone.

     (iii) High Zone: The area that is more than eight (8) feet from the edge of 

pavement is considered the high zone.  Plant materials of unlimited height shall be 

permitted such that they do not intrude in any way into the low zone at a height 

lower than eight (8) feet.

     (iv) Nothing shall be erected, placed, parked, planted or allowed to grow in such a 

manner that it would restrict visibility above a height of three (3) feet above grade, 

measured at the centerline of the intersection within the area of the visibility 

triangles (Section 5.4.1).

     (v) Installation of trees in the swale: The installation of trees within the swale shall 

require a permit from the Village.  A dimensional plan and indication of the proposed 

species, grade and size of the proposed tree(s) shall be submitted.  Trees installed in 

the public right-of-way without a permit shall be subject to immediate removal after 

a thirty (30) day written notice to the property owner.  

Parks & Parkway:  We have various widths of roads.  Have to have limitations.  Asked 

both boards if ok to have a 25' thorny bush directly on street.  Not good for us or 

safe.  What is reasonable reserve of right-of-way and swale area for public use?  

Concerned with traffic and safety.  Ability to get off roadway for pedestrians and 

bicyclists and drivers.  This is what guided decision making process.

 

Manager Shafran:  Provide definition of a clear zone which current code does not 

provide.

 

Parks & Parkway:  Suggests 80% of street frontage has 5'.  5' area not big enough.  

Many properties with circular driveway.  This is a formula.  Prevents new owners 

putting in dense shrubbery in the swale.  Residents have a responsibility.  Have a lot 

of landscaping, but within restrictions.

 

Code Review:  This is an easing of our code.  Current code, if enforced, would not 

allow plantings greater than 3'.  This benefits people to allow growth in the swales.

 

Parks & Parkway:  Proposal of using a percentage like 80%, would like to study 

further and consider language.  Of the entire Village, took pictures of 40-50 

properties that would be affected by proposed code.  Surprised there weren't more.  

Those that have done extensive landscaping did leave area up to the road.  Provides 

uniform safety consideration.  Propose 5'.
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Manager Shafran:  In regards to high zone area, when you allow unlimited height, 

does not provide good visibility for police.  Consider the principles of CEPTED (Crime 

Prevention Through Environmental Design).

 

Code Review:  The unlimited height was what the majority of residents wanted 

during the discussion and implementation of the code revisions for fencing.

Kristen Montouri:  When will this go into effect?  Need to clarify if the measurement 

is to the stem/trunk.  Was the Ecology Board invited to this meeting.  Concerned with 

loss of plants.

 

Steve Bernard:  This allows more plantings than less.  Current code allows to plant up 

to street up to 3'.  Many bought houses when planting was done that way.  You now 

say that they have to remove up to 5' from street.  Suggest 3'.  Does not encourage 

parking.  Allows pedestrians to move over.  Language of asphalt that is not allowed 

needs to be in compliance within one year.  If person bought property with tree in 

swale they currently are not responsible.  This will change it.  Who has responsibility 

for liability issue?  Maintain safety without decimating a property that has been well 

maintained.  Remove of trees requiring a permit, consider exempted species.

 

Janey Anderson:  On height restriction, affects those with more than one frontage.  

When you buy a property, most consider that all trees and landscaping is their 

responsibility.

 

5.3.4 (e)  [Should be (f)]

Proposed language:  Visitor and temporary service vehicle parking: Each property 

shall provide a clear area, free of plant material with the exception of grass or an 

approved driveway surface in accordance with Section 5.6.8, a minimum of eight (8) 

feet wide parallel to the edge of pavement and twenty (20) feet long for visitor and 

service vehicle parking where the width of the lot and existing paved parking allows. 

 

5.3.4 (f)  [Should be (g]

Proposed language:  A combination of paving and sodding of rights-of-way shall be 

permitted provided the impervious section does not exceed forty (40) percent of the 

total area and such paved areas shall be kept on good condition. 

Code Review:  Intent is to provide a place to park if driveway is full.

 

Parks & Parkway:  Add definition of 'off street'.

 

Kristen Montouri:  Clarified which part of code being discussed.

 

Valerie Caracappa:  Neighbor built all the way out to the street.  There is a safety 

issue here.  Encourage Board to continue making changes to provide for safety.
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5.3.4 (g)  [Should be (h]

Proposed language:  Removal of obstructions by the Village: In the event any object 

or tree placed in the swale creates an emergency situation involving potential danger 

to the health, safety, and welfare of the community, the Village may perform 

removal operations immediately, thus eliminating the emergency, and may assess 

the cost of such removal against adjacent  property. 

 

5.3.4 (h)  [Should be (i]

Proposed language:  Removal of trees in the swale by the abutting property owner: 

Property owners must obtain a permit from Biscayne Park and Miami-Dade County 

to remove trees in the swale.

5.3.4 (i)  [Should be (j]

Proposed language:  Existing nonconforming plants and trees in the swale: Within 

one (1) year of the enactment of this code, properties owners shall remove plants, 

with the exception of trees, which violate the clear zone.  Plant materials in the low 

zone may remain, but not be replaced when they die, nor will it be required to 

remove plants until they die in the low zone to provide for a temporary/visitor 

parking space.

 

5.3.4 (j)  [Should be (k]

Proposed language:  Property owner’s responsibilities for maintenance: The property 

owner or resident living in the property shall be jointly and severally responsible for 

the maintenance of the Swale area contiguous to their property.  Maintenance shall 

include but not be limited to mowing the grass and performing general edging, 

weeding, trimming, pruning and cleanup activities.   The landscaping and grass shall 

be maintained in good plant health. The landscaping shall be kept free of dead limbs 

and branches.  No Swale landscaping shall be maintained in such manner as to 

constitute a nuisance.  Property owners shall be responsible for the removal of dead 

and diseased trees, with the exception of old growth Australian pines. 

Code Review Board:  Commission expressed concern at the Village being responsible.  

Looked for the line.  Old growth Australian Pines was determined to be the biggest 

nuisance.

 

Parks & Parkway:  Recent issue with a large tree that had to be removed was not an 

Australian Pine.  Others need to be considered.  Only a handful and they can be 

identified.

 

Manager Shafran:  Consider to look at a caliper size.

Parks & Parkway:  By putting responsibility of maintenance of trees on swale on the 

resident, could be a bigger liability to the Village.

Manager Shafran:  Village cannot take on responsibility of trimming and pruning for 

the entire Village.  We can barely maintain the medians with current $30-$40 

thousand budget.  Provided suggested language depending on available funds.
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Code Review:  How could you prove "available funds".  Could be a legal issue.

Parks & Parkway:  Consider Village and resident share the cost.

Board members Judi Hamelburg, Dale Blanton and Randy Wagoner left the meeting 

at 9:05pm.

Manager Shafran:  Is it legal to exclude a species?

Kristen Montouri:  Go back to the caliper as the border line of when it becomes the 

Village's responsibility to make sure it is maintained and done right.

Ed Chisholm:  Code did not have wording about dead trees.

Code Review Board:  Willing to consider caliper.

5.3.4 (c) 

Proposed language:  Markers: Only dome type markers may be placed within the 

swale provided that they are placed not closer than eighteen (18) inches to the 

nearest edge of the paved surface of the designated roadway. All markers must be at 

least (24) inches apart. Markers placed in the swale shall not exceed twelve (12) 

inches in diameter nor be more than six (6) inches in height and shall be white in 

color. 

 

5.3.4 (d) 

Proposed language:  Mailboxes: May be located within the swale provided that they 

are placed not closer than five (5) feet to the nearest edge of the paved surface of the 

designated roadway. Non conforming mailboxes shall have one (1) year from date of 

enactment of this ordinance to come into compliance.  

 

5.3.4 (e) (vi) 

Proposed language:  Mulch: Organic mulch shall be permitted with the exception of 

cypress and red mulch if made from recycled wood.

Parks & Parkway:  Is there a conflict with County code on markers?

Code Review Board:  On mailboxes, current code does not allow mailboxes in the 

swale, but there currently are many throughout the Village.  Intent is to clarify the 

code to allow.

Parks & Parkway:  Consider to allow mailbox at street line.

Code Review Board:  Red mulch has poisonous component.  Only pertains to mulch 

in the swale.  Current County code does not allow.  Looks to change so that only 

organic mulch is used with exception of cypress.

Kristen Montouri:  Is there a distinction between wood mulch and manufactured 

mulch?  Consider a mulch with no dye.  On mailbox, consider 3', not 5'.
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5.4 Street standards

5.4.1

Proposed language:  Clear visibility triangle.  In order to provide a clear view of 

intersecting streets to the motorist, there shall be a triangular area of clear visibility 

formed by two (2) intersecting streets or the intersection of a driveway and a street. 

The following standards shall be met: 

 

     (a) For street intersections the clear visibility triangle shall be formed by 

connecting points on the edge of each street and the intersection point.  Beginning at 

point one, the intersection, point two shall be located Fifteen (15) feet from the 

intersection on one street and point three on the second street shall be located at a 

distance from the intersection, measured in feet equal to Three (3) times the streets 

speed limit.  A line connecting the three points shall create the triangle.  This triangle 

applies to both directions from the intersection. See Diagram 5.4.1 (a)

     (b) For driveways two (2) clear visibility triangles shall be formed by connecting, in 

each case, a point on the edge of the street pavement and a point on the edge of the 

driveway, each to be located at a distance of twenty (20) feet from the intersection of 

the street and driveway lines, and a third line joining the two (2) points. See Diagram 

5.4.1 (b)

Code Review:  No change in language, only a better graphic provided.

Parks & Parkway:  Clarify language that goes with the diagrams.  Ask County Public 

Works to review.  Also, is 15' allowed for driveway visibility?

5.6 Off-street parking.

5.6.1

Proposed language:  Applicability.  Off-street parking facilities shall be provided 

within the lot of all development properties within in the village pursuant to the 

requirements of this code. The facilities shall be maintained as long as the use exists 

that the facilities were designed to serve.  

 

     (a) all vehicles must be parked on a approved driveway surface.

     (b) where this requirement cannot be met by multi-family properties without 

maintaining a ten (10) foot landscape area in front of the building, a variance may be 

obtained from the planning board.  
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5.6.8

Proposed language:  Design standards for off-street parking.  Except as provided 

herein, all required off-street parking spaces and the use they are intended to serve 

shall be located on the same parcel. The size and layout of these spaces shall be 

according to the Dade County Code and Public Works Manual, Metro Miami-Dade 

County. Vehicles shall be parked on impervious or pervious surfaces but impervious 

areas shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the front yard, excluding the right-of-way. 

Off-street parking shall only be permitted on approved surfaces by the Village of 

Biscayne Park.  In no circumstances shall grass be an approved surface.   

     (a) All driveways shall be of a uniform material and design including approach.

     (b) All driveways shall be no closer than thirty (30) inches from side property line.

     (c) Driveways shall only be constructed with the following materials; concrete, 

paver, brick, gravel, asphalt, cut stone or turf block.

     (d) Gravel driveways shall be built with a permanent perimeter border and shall be 

a minimum of four (4) inches deep.

     (e) Road rock shall not be used as a finished driveway material.  

     (f) No more than forty (40) percent of swale to be covered in impervious material. 

5.6.9

Proposed language:  Non conforming properties shall have one (1) year from date of 

enactment of this ordinance to come into compliance. 

 

5.6.8 under 5.3.4.  Should not be re-iterated in 5.6.8.

Manager Shafran:  Change 'swale' to 'front yard'.

Under 5.6.9, clarification from Code Review:  Change to (g).

Under 5.6.8, Parks & Parkway:  Not necessary on 'retro fit'.

Code Review:  One (1) year refers to those properties that do not have a driveway, 

have to put one in.

Manager Shafran:  Suggest to put that under 5.6.1.

Parks & Parkway:  Off street parking - no grass.  Confirm that it is referencing to 

private property and not swale.  Consideration of size/type of gravel.
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Parks & Parkway:  Need to further discuss the requirement for permit to plant a tree 

in the swale.

Kristen Montouri:  On off street parking, understand the driveway requirement.  

Need to distinguish a temporary situation.

Ernesto Oliva:  What about a property that is all concrete and asphalt?

Code Review:  Will be no mandate to change, unless it becomes degraded.

Parks & Parkway:  Looks to have the opportunity to review next revision of the 

proposed code changes.

Mayor Coviello:  Looks for both Boards to have another joint meeting on the 

following Wednesday when each board usually meets.

Manager Shafran:  Will provide a recap of the workshop for Code Review and Parks & 

Parkway Board to review at the joint meeting.

The workshop was adjourned at 10:28pm.
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The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Gage Hartung called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.

2 Roll Call

Present:  Gage Hartung, Dale Blanton, Judi Hamelburg, Gary Kuhl, Andrew Olis, Dan 

Keys, Barbara Kuhl, Robert Silverman and Randy Wagoner

 

Present from Village Administration:  Village Manager Heidi Shafran, Village Clerk 

Maria Camara, and Public Services Manager Krishan Manners

 

3 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items

Tom Ferstle:  Currently has landscaping up to edge of pavement.  If a portion of the 

swale area is paved, will this be allowed?  Also suggests that a drawing of the swale 

area and right of way area is provided in the code.

Mike Kopsick:  Confused about swale area.  Telephone pole is a general guide for 

property line.  Has gravel in the swale area.  Will that have to be removed?  Will 

there be any more workshops?

Chester Morris:  This is not a cookie cutter neighborhood.  My property is ok, but 

many neighbors will have to change.  Listen to the people.  Many think you feel you 

are smarter than they are.  Heard about a danger for those walking in the street.  

Only one person has been hit and was killed walking in the history of the Village.  Not 

so dangerous if you use common sense.

 

Josh Stone:  This is a lush village and what drew me to live here.  Am concerned with 

safety.  Verified the palms planted are in the swale.  Concerned with the possible 

change to the aesthetics of the Village if this passes.  What will it mean to what we 

experience every day.  What will it do to the greenery.  What is the rationale?

MINUTES
JOINT Meeting Code Review Board and

Ed Burke Recreation Center - 11400 NE 9th Court

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Monday, January 26, 2015 at 7:00pm

Parks & Parkway Advisory Board

Code Review Board 
Gage Hartung 
Dale Blanton 

Judi Hamelburg 
Gary Kuhl 

Andrew Olis 
 

Parks & Parkway 
Dan Keys 

Barbara Kuhl 
Robert Silverman 
Randy Wagoner 
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Moises Shumow:  No problem with my property, but will affect many others.  Am 

here for the clarification.  This seems a little too much top down.  There is a lot of 

confusion of what is being proposed and the impact.  What are financial 

implications?

Elona Wagner:  Lived here since 2003.  Concerned with aesthetics of the park and the 

rationale.  Is this an insurance issue?  Is it because someone thought it would look 

better?  Rather we look like Coconut Grove and not a development.  This is a bird 

sanctuary.  Have a sidewalk.  Will I need to extend it or dig it up?  Do you foresee 

putting sidewalks in the future?  In regards to safety, cars are speeding and there are 

no speed bumps.  That would be a good safety measure.

William Rey:  I am affected.  Will have to change my landscaping.  Low zone should 

not exist.  On mailbox, you cannot put 5' in.  Either at the street or at your door.  If 

this passes, will remember who voted for this at the next election.

Lynn Fisher:  Prefer wildlife habitat.  Want to see us go in a more environmental 

path.

Linda Brewer:  Longtime resident of 40 years.  We all got along.  Now we have more 

regulations.  Experience code enforcement bullying in the past.  Most people here 

think less rules and less lawmaking is the best.  Wish commission take into 

consideration that Biscayne Park has done well without rules and regulations.  Would 

like to see walkways brought back to create short cuts throughout the Village.

Anne Marie Jonckneer:  The changes here will require many changes for many 

residents.  This Village has diversity.  Have seen cars go through lawns and 

landscaping.  Mail person would drive up on the grass if mail boxes were 5' in.  

Disagree with a lot of the proposed changes.

Donna L Dowdy:  Was raised in a community with rules.  The attraction here was 

because it was not a cookie cutter neighborhood.  To tell me where to put my 

mailbox is ludicrous.  Where I can put my landscaping is not what you should be 

telling me.  Ask you to listen to the people here and not recommend these changes.  

Like it the way it is.

Chuck Ross:  Thanks the boards for their suggestions to improve our Village.  May 

impose changes to some, but looking at overall Village.  Concerned with the 

dissemination of incorrect data throughout the Village.  This is inexcusable.  Had a 

flooding issue on Griffing Blvd where I live and my swale was paved by the County. I 

had no choice as it is a county road.

4 New Business
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5 Old Business

Manager Shafran suggested use of a caliper size to determine if a tree in the swale 

will be maintained by the Village (section 5.3.4(l)).  Board was not sure on the 

suggested measurements.  Manager will verify the manner in which the 

measurements were taken and bring back.

On item 5.3.4(d) to consider allowing mailboxes placed at the street line.

 

Dan Keys makes a motion to permit the closest part of the mail box to be located no 

closer than 2' from the edge of pavement and that it is friable (able to break away).  

Motion dies for lack of second.

Gary Kuhl makes a motion that no part of mail box is closer than 2' from edge of 

pavement.  It is seconded by Judi Hamelburg.

Motion carries 8/1 with Dan Keys voting no.

On item 5.3.4(f) on the suggestion that 80% of street frontage has a 5' clear zone.

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion that 80% of street frontage has a 5' clear zone, and the 

remaining 20% allows landscaping at 3' from edge of pavement.  It is seconded by 

Dale Blanton.

Motion fails 1/8 with Barbara Kuhl voting yes.

 

Manager Shafran would verify with Village Attorney if a variance is allowed for public 

right of way.

Dan Keys makes a motion to amend prior motion that the remaining 20% of frontage 

of property to have a clear zone of 3' of grass only, and the balance with a maximum 

3' high planting.  The 80% has a 5' clear zone.  It is seconded by Andrew Olis.

Judi Hamelburg leaves meeting at 9:20pm

Dan Keys withdraws his motion.

There is consensus from the boards not to consider the 80% suggested language.

On item 5.3.4(g) to consider removal of 'visitor and temporary service vehicle 

parking' requirements.

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion to remove the 'visitor and temporary service vehicle 

parking' requirements.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.

Motion carries 6/2 with Gage Hartung and Dan Keys voting no.

Gary Kuhl makes a motion that all future landscaping in the swale must be a 

minimum of 5' from edge of pavement, and that when any existing landscape that is 

within the 5' dies or is damaged, must be removed and cannot be replaced.  It is 

seconded by Andrew Olis.
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Gage Hartung confirms that this motion would remove the low zone.

Motion carries 5/3 with Gage Hartung, Dan Keys and Robert Silverman voting no.

On item 5.3.4(f)(v) to require a permit to plant a tree in the swale.

Dan Keys makes a motion to require a permit to plant a tree in the swale subject to a 

process to be accordingly established by resolution including any fees.  It is seconded 

by Gage Hartung.

Motion carries 8/0.

It is confirmed that the  8' height requirement in the clear zone remains.

On adding a definition for organic mulch, no consensus reached.

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion to have another joint meeting to finalize the discussion 

of the remaining items needing consensus.  It is seconded by Gary Kuhl.

Motion carries 8/0.

6 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55pm
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The Village of Biscayne Park
640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

1 Call to Order

Gage Hartung called the meeting to order at 6:35pm.

2 Roll Call

Present:  Gage Hartung, Dale Blanton, Judi Hamelburg, Gary Kuhl, Andrew Olis, Dan 

Keys, Barbara Kuhl, Robert Silverman and Randy Wagoner

 

Present from Village Administration:  Village Manager Heidi Shafran, Village Clerk 

Maria Camara, and Public Services Manager Krishan Manners

 

3 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items

Art Pyle:  Issue with not allowing cars to park in the swale.  Need to allow residents 

to park on swale at night, as many areas in the Village have no other option.  In 

regards to hedges at 3', most cars are low and hard to see over 3'.  In North Miami, 

sees that they are at 2'.  If you trim right at 3', then very quickly it will grow higher.  

Who will measure?  Need to also check for those that do plant a hedge, but then 

they allow it to grow 5' in width.  Gravel driveways need to be maintained and that 

needs to be included in the code.  Regarding swale are on corner houses, need to be 

clearer.  Need to specify 40% of each frontage.  Corners have two fronts.  Need to be 

clear for the side front.

Janey Anderson:  Concerned with section 5.6.1.(b) on variance for multi family 

properties and if they will be allowed to not have an approved parking surface.

Gage Hartung confirms they must have an approved parking surface even if they 

request a variance.

4 New Business

< None >
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5 Old Business

w Clarification needed on the height limitation for tree canopy and branches that hang 

over into the clear zone.

Clarification provided that there must be an 8' clear trunk height; or that the canopy 

or branches does not intrude in any way into the clear zone at a height lower than 8'. 

 
Also add a line that any landscape that overhangs to the street is subject to all state 

and local laws.

w 5.3.4 (f) iv Mulch in the swale  - consideration of definition of 'organic mulch'.

 

Consensus to use:  Natural materials with the exception of cypress mulch, and mulch 

with chemical compounds.

 

w 5.3.4 (l) - Consideration of using caliper size for dead and diseased trees that are in 

the swale that must be removed would be the responsibility of the Village.

 

Manager Shafran recommended using 60" in diameter based on a calculation using 

diameter breast height (DBH).

 

Barbara Kuhl makes a motion that if the tree is 60" at the diameter breast height 

(DBH), there is a 50-50 share between the Village and property owner in the cost of 

removal.  Any permitted tree planted by the property owner would be the full 

responsibility of the property owner.  If the tree straddles both the swale and 

property, there is no share with the Village.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.

Motion carries 7/2, with Randy Wagoner and Dan Keys voting no.

w 5.3.4 (l) - Consideration of adding language that Village responsibility would be 

dependent on available budgetary funds.

Manager Shafran will still suggest adding the language that the Village's share would 

be dependent on available budgetary funds.

Additional items not on the agenda that were discussed:

w 5.3.4 (j) Existing nonconforming plants and trees in the swale

There is consensus to remove this section.

 

w 5.3.4 (e) House number signs

 

Dan Keys makes a motion to remove section (e) and it is seconded by Gary Kuhl.

Motion carries 9/0.
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w 5.6.8 Design standards for off-street parking

Section (a)

Gary Kuhl makes a motion that the driveway materials on the property shall be of 

similar material and design element.  It is seconded by Dale Blanton.

Motion carries 6/3 with Andrew Olis, Gage Hartung and Judi Hamelburg voting no.

 

Judi Hamelburg leaves at 8:40pm.

Dale Blanton makes a motion that all driveways must have improved approaches 

across the swale which shall meet the minimum standard of gravel construction.  It is 

seconded by Barbara Kuhl.

Motion carries 6/2 with Andrew Olis and Gage Hartung voting no.

Section (f)

There is consensus to have the attorney clarify the language to make sure it is clear.

w 5.6.6 Existing nonconforming minimum off-street parking requirements

There is consensus to have the attorney clarify the language to make sure it is clear.

w 5.6.1.(a).1 - There is consensus to clean up the language to make it consistent.

6 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02pm
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Village of Biscayne Park 

Commission Agenda Report 
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BACKGROUND 
Currently, the Village of Biscayne Park is in the process of developing programming for the local 
community. By adding the Girl Scout Program, the Village would sponsor an organization that will 
promote the growth and development of young ladies that reside in the Village.  
 
From the Girl Scouts of America website: 

In Girl Scouts, girls discover the fun, friendship, and power of girls together. Through a 
myriad of enriching experiences, such as extraordinary field trips, sports skill-building 
clinics, community service projects, cultural exchanges, and environmental stewardships, 
girls grow courageous and strong. Girl Scouting helps girls develop their full individual 
potential; relate to others with increasing understanding, skill, and respect; develop values 
to guide their actions and provide the foundation for sound decision-making; and 
contribute to the improvement of society through their abilities, leadership skills, and 
cooperation with others. 

 
The troop will charge a nominal registration fee that is required by the local Girl Scout Council 
and a small charge ($2-$3) for each meeting to cover activities, badges and snacks.    The Girl 
Scout Council is seeking a waiver of the facility rental fee in order to keep costs at a minimum and 
be accessible to all young girls who wish to participate. 
  
FISCAL / BUDGET IMPACT  
The addition of the Girl Scout troop will not negatively affect the budget.    Troop meetings will 
take place when the recreation is usually staffed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is requesting that the facility rental fee be waived for the Girl Scout troop’s meetings.    
 

 

Village Commission Meeting Date: March  3, 2015  
  
Subject: Discussion regarding waiver of rental fees for 

a  Girl Scout Troop 
  

Prepared By: Shelecia Bartley, Parks & Recreation Manager  
  
Sponsored By: Staff 



360° 
Learning  
in the 21st 
Century
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Wanting The Best For Children— 
So They Can Be Their Best
Thanks to technology, today’s children have access to all the information 
they will ever need—but having millions of facts at their fingertips isn’t 
enough. To be ready for college and a globally competitive workplace, 
children need more. They need to:

The challenge: How do we provide the higher 
order thinking skills and social/emotional  
skills that children need when the school day  
is only so long, families are busier than ever  
 and resources are often scarce?

One solution: Working together to make 
better use of what has been traditionally 
thought of as “after school time” so that 
children can have quality learning experiences 
any time, anywhere.

What would this look like?

• A child would do an activity after school that 
fires her imagination, inspires her curiosity 
and sends her back to school the next day 
eager to learn more.

• She would learn a concept in class and then 
get to do an experiential, project-based activity 
after school that brings that idea to life.

• Quality learning for kids would become a  
360° experience—surrounding kids with fun 
with purpose!

Girl Scouts of the USA: Part of the Solution!
Girl Scouts of the USA offers innovative and fun approaches to 
learning for girls in every zip code across the country. 

And we promise that Girl Scouting will be 
delivered in ways that engage girls:

Girl-Led (from the youngest ages, girls have 
the chance to make decisions and shape their 
own experiences)

Learning By Doing (girls get to do hands-on, 
experiential activities) and

Cooperative Learning (girls team up on 
projects so that everyone learns).

The Girl Scout Leadership Experience is 
delivered through our national program,  
which includes our leadership development 
curriculum and our iconic badges.

• Learn how to dig deep by thinking critically 
about all the information at their fingertips, 
analyzing facts across disciplines, developing 
insights and then applying them in new ways. 

• Be able to communicate persuasively 
about their ideas so they can influence others. 

• Understand and practice empathy,  
because it is the root of innovation—and 
because it creates the kinder, more 
reasonable world we all want.

• Know how to create healthy relationships— 
to create ever-expanding circles of belonging 
for themselves and others. (And don’t forget 
the number one competency needed on 
every job—people skills!)

• Learn how to learn. Many jobs of the future 
haven’t been invented yet. The key to success 
will be the ability to learn new skills as needed.

Educators, families, youth development 
experts, and out-of-school-time providers—we 
all want our children to have these skills. 

Our learning and development model is 
based on our historic commitment to  
civic engagement, insights drawn from  
best practices in youth development  
and education, and our own research  
and expertise.

Simply put, we promise girls and their families 
that Girl Scouting will help girls:

Discover Self (develop confidence by building 
skills and learning new things)

Connect with Others (learn how to work as a team, 
resolve conflicts and treat others with respect)  

Take Action (develop projects, based on 
their own interests and values, that make their 
community a better place)
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Quality Learning  
for Children— 
A 360° Experience

When schools,  
out-of-school-time 
providers, and  
families work  
together, children  
can learn any  
time, anywhere.
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Check out  
our Leadership 

Curriculum  
pages 12-16

Girl Scout Badges 
Badges offer girls the chance to try new  
things and develop specific skills,  
from financial literacy to camping to cooking  
to inventing to hiking. (Everyone knows  
Girl Scouting has badges— 
most people don’t know 
that a whole curriculum lies 
underneath them!)  

Girl Scouts’ Leadership  
Development Curriculum
This program, called Journeys, offers project-based, multidisciplinary 
learning adventures that help girls team up to identify and solve problems 
in their communities. 

Correlation to Learning Standards 
We’ve correlated our program—Journeys 
and badges—to national and state learning 
standards so that educators and parents 
can be confident that girls are having fun,  
active experiences that reinforce what 
they’re learning during  
the school day. 

Girl Scouts  
reaches girls  
from kindergarten 
through 12th grade.  
Here is how the 
Girl Scout levels 
correlate with 
grade levels.

Daisy 
Kindergarten –  
1st Grade

Brownie 
2nd – 3rd Grade

Junior 
4th – 5th Grade

Cadette 
6th – 8th Grade

Senior 
9th – 10th Grade

Ambassador 
11th – 12th Grade

Check out  
our Badges 

page 23
Check out  

the curriculum  
correlations here:  

www.girlscouts.org/ 
curriculum

We also create topic-specific versions of our 
leadership development curriculum. This 
offers girls both the opportunity to learn new 
leadership skills and a deeper dive into issues 
that are relevant to them. For example: 

• Healthy Habits is a series for elementary 
school girls that gives them a foundation for 
leading a healthy, active life.

• Be a Friend First is an evidence-based bully 
prevention series for middle-school girls. 

• Imagine Your STEM Future is a career 
exploration series for high school girls that 
helps them experience the excitement and 
creativity of STEM careers.



The  
Program  
in Action
Let's take a closer look at how the 
Girl Scout program supports what  
girls learn in school and helps them 
develop key 21st Century skills.
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Here are just a few examples of how Girl Scouts 
helps girls develop the skills that will prepare them 
for a fast-paced and complex 21st Century world.

First, we’ll start with “A Good  
Thing to Learn.” This is one of  
those skills that everyone agrees 
today’s children need to learn in 
order to succeed.

Next, we’ll talk about “Why  
It Matters”— why this skill is so 
important, especially in  
today’s world.

Then, we’ll take a look at “How Girl 
Scouts Does It.” This is how the  
Girl Scout program helps girls learn 
that important skill while (by the 
way) having tons of fun!

Finally, we offer a few specific 
examples of what girls do in Girl 
Scouts to make all this happen.



7  For more inFormation, go to    girlscouts.org

A Good Thing  
to Learn

Why It  
Matters

How  
Girl Scouts  

Does It Example  5

Example  4

Example  3

Example  2

Example  1
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Why It  
Matters 

Throughout our lives, we have to 
make pitches. As kids, we have to 

persuade our friends to do the right 
thing. As high school students, we 
have to make a case to admission 

officers about why we deserve a spot 
at their schools. As employees, we 

have to convince colleagues to try a 
new idea. As a boss or entrepreneur, 

we have to motivate people to 
support our vision.

A Good Thing  
to Learn 

Ability to influence others 
(often called communicating 

persuasively)

They create PSAs  
about issues that  

matter to them—such  
as bullying or texting- 

while-driving—and post 
them on social media.

They organize online  
petitions and letter-writing 

campaigns to advocate 
for more realistic and 

empowering portrayals of 
girls in songs,  

TV shows and movies.

They put on skits  
at school to inspire  

their classmates  
and teachers to save 

water or recycle. 

They make presentations 
to their city councils to 

advocate for community 
improvements, such as 
creating more places to  

bike or adding a swing for 
children with disabilities  

to a local park.

How  
Girl Scouts  

Does It 
Girls learn to  

persuade others through  
real-life experiences.

A
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A Good Thing  
to Learn 

Gathering and  
analyzing data

They survey  
classmates to 

understand the 
different kinds  

of bullying in  
their school.

They learn how to  
read maps, get 

information about 
weather conditions, 
and pack the proper 

gear when they plan an 
outdoor adventure.

They talk to farmers,  
chefs, environmentalists, 

and grocery store 
managers to learn more 
about food issues, such 

as the farm-to-table 
trend or environmental 

sustainability.

Why It  
Matters 

Girls need to be able to think 
critically about the masses of 

information available to them. 
They need to be able to figure 

out which sources are credible, 
compare different views, and 

come to their own conclusions.

They gather market 
information about 

potential customers  
and analyze previous  
years’ results as part  
of running their own  

cookie business.

They learn  
about energy use  
by doing building 

energy audits.

B

How  
Girl Scouts  

Does It 
When girls want to pursue  
a particular interest, they  
start by getting firsthand 

information about the topic  
of their choice.
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A Good Thing  
to Learn 
Coming up with  

innovative solutions

Why It  
Matters 

In a complex, fast-changing 
world, businesses, schools, 
government agencies, and  

civic groups will all need people 
who can quickly identify 

problems, imagine possible 
solutions, and see how to  

make those ideas a reality. 

While earning their 
Innovation badges, 

girls identify a problem 
they’d like to solve, then 
observe, interview, take 

notes and experience 
things firsthand in order 
to gain empathy for the 

people for whom they’re 
designing solutions.

When doing a Take Action 
project, girls test their 

ideas with members of the 
community, which helps 

them learn how to get 
feedback and enlist others 

to create solutions.

When participating  
in the cookie sale, girls 

learn skills related 
to business strategy, 
graphic design, math, 

public speaking,  
and more.

When competing on 
robotics teams, girls figure 

out what their individual 
strengths are, then 

work together to meet 
a complex technical and 

creative challenge.

How  
Girl Scouts  

Does It 
Girls learn to identify 

needs before coming up 
with solutions—and they 
learn how to collaborate 
with others so they can 
come up with the best 

ideas possible.

C

Depending on the 
program, girls may do 

activities that combine art 
and engineering, or business 
strategy and graphic design, 

or storytelling and healthy 
living. Mashing up disparate 
disciplines instills the value 

of hybrid thinking.
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A Good Thing  
to Learn 

Getting along with others  
(often called social-emotional 

intelligence or “soft skills”)

Many Girl Scout activities  
involve working together  

as a team, including competing  
on a robotics team, creating  

murals for a community, doing 
science experiments and— 

let’s face it, the biggest of all—
putting up a tent in the dark  

when it’s raining!

Girls make group decisions  
about their cookie sales  

goals and how to use their 
proceeds. This is the largest  

girl-led business in the  
world—and girls are using  

team decision making!

At the youngest ages,  
girls in kindergarten learn 

the values of the Girl Scout 
Law, so many of which  

are about fostering better 
relationships (for example, 

being responsible for  
what I say and do, being 
a sister to others, being 

honest and fair).

In middle school,  
girls learn 

communications 
skills such as using 

“I-Statements”  
so they can work  

through conflicts.

D

Why It  
Matters 

Just follow the news, whether in the 
paper, on TV, Facebook or your Twitter feed! 

What do many stories have in common? 
People who can’t get along—the root of so 

many problems. Ironically, we have more tools 
and technology than ever to help us 

communicate, yet they don’t help us talk 
things through, find common ground,  

or compromise. And without those 
skills, it’s tough to make the 

world a better place.

How  
Girl Scouts  

Does It 
Teamwork, teamwork, teamwork!  

Whether making up a skit in a troop  
meeting, selling cookies, putting up a tent, 

building a campfire, planning a trip,  
or helping others, Girl Scouts has always 

been about bringing girls together  
and giving them authentic 

opportunities to make plans,  
air their differences, and 

work things out. 



Girls can explore a myriad 
of interests—from cooking 
to digital technology to the 
outdoors to innovation—
through Girl Scout badges. 
They can also earn the “Make 
Your Own” badge, which 
encourages them to develop 
their own learning path in 
order to explore something 
they're interested in.

The 15 Girl Scout  
Leadership Outcomes

DISCOVER
Girls develop a strong 
sense of self 
 
Girls develop  
positive values 
 
 
Girls gain practical 
life skills 
 
 
Girls seek challenges 
in the world 
 
 
Girls develop critical 
thinking

TAKE ACTION
Girls can identify 
community needs 
 
Girls are resourceful 
problem solvers 
 
 
Girls advocate for 
themselves and others, 
locally and globally 
 
Girls educate  
and inspire others 
to act 
 
Girls feel empowered 
to make a difference  
in the world

Girl Scouts from kindergarten through  
12th grade learn key leadership skills, 
including how to spot a problem, team up 
with others to develop possible solutions 
and then take action to address it. They do 
this through programs focused on timely 
and relevant topics, such as saving water, 
building better friendships, supporting 
sustainable agriculture, examining 
stereotypes in the media, and much more.

WHAT  
GIRLS DO
DISCOVER

CONNECT

TAKE ACTION

HOW THEY  
DO IT

GIRL-LED

COOPERATIVE 
LEARNING

LEARNING 
BY DOING

 
Girl Scouting  
builds girls of 

courage, confidence, 
and character, who 

make the world a 
better place.

The Girl Scout Model
The Girl Scout  

Badge Program
The Girl Scout  

Leadership Experience
The Girl Scout  

Leadership Development 
Curriculum 

CONNECT
Girls develop healthy 
relationships 
 
Girls promote 
cooperation and team 
building 
 
Girls can resolve  
conflicts 
 
 
Girls advance 
diversity in a 
multicultural world 
 
Girls feel connected 
to their communities, 
locally and globally

12  For more inFormation, go to    girlscouts.org
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Girl Scouts  
in California 
saw that their 
community had   
a number of 
problems because 
it didn’t have a 
permanent animal 
shelter or hospital. 
For example, some pets were dying from 
lack of food, while others were allowed to 
run free, which led to some being hit by 
cars. In addition, feral animals were posing 
health and safety risks to residents. 

The girls wanted to increase public 
awareness of these issues, engage the 
community in solutions and build support 
for developing a local animal hospital. 
They conducted a Community Building 
survey with other youth and collaborated 
with nine educational and community 
organizations to increase community 
knowledge about the lack of animal care. 
They then partnered with their city to 
create an annual event that provides 
subsidized vaccinations, licensing, and  
the opportunity to adopt pets. 

A group of 
Missouri  
Girl Scouts 
were concerned 
about bullying, 
depression and 
suicide among youth 
in their community. 
They learned that when youth get involved 
in arts programs, there’s a significant 
decrease in their emotional problems.  
The girls decided that their goal was 
to create an arts program and build an 
outdoor amphitheater in their local park. 

They presented a three-year plan to their 
city government and had it approved. 
They then partnered with their school 
district and adult volunteers to create 
a community theater and arts program 
and planned fundraisers for the outdoor 
amphitheater.

2
Elementary school  

girls who work toward 
earning the Cookie Business  

and Financial Literacy badges 
develop more skills in the areas  

of goal setting, decision making, 
money management, people 

skills, and business ethics. 

Middle-school girls  
who take part in Girl Scouts’  

bully prevention program 
demonstrated significant increases  

in their strong sense of self, ability  
to resolve conflicts, and ability to  
educate and inspire others to act.  

Latina girls appeared to reap even 
greater benefits. All girls showed 
increases in their use of friendly, 

pro-social behavior.
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When late elementary  
and middle school girls have  

Girl Scout experiences that  
improve their problem-solving  

skills and encourage them to  
seek positive challenges, they  

are more engaged in school and  
feel more scholastically competent.  
Girls from lower-SES backgrounds  
report greater leadership impact  

as a result of Girl Scouting  
than higher-SES girls.

Girl Scouts in Georgia 
changed the social 
landscape in their high  
school to be more inclusive  
of special needs students. 
The girls worked with their principal, who fully supported their 
plan and allowed the project to take place during school time. 

The girls met weekly with the special needs students to work 
with them on cognitive and motor skills. They encouraged 
healthy eating by cooking and planting a vegetable garden 
together. And they took on the most challenging issue of 
all—social isolation—by inviting the special needs students 
to join them and their friends at lunch, accompany them on 
field trips, and go out to eat together in restaurants. They 
helped integrate the special needs students into the fabric of 
school life by inviting two boys to the prom and helping create 
an award that the students could earn so that they could 
participate in the annual honors assembly.

Finally, the girls influenced others in the school to become 
involved in this issue. For example, school athletes coached 
the special needs students for the Special Olympics. They also 
invited special needs students to throw out the opening ball at 
two of the school’s baseball games.

Hispanic Girl Scouts 
in Georgia wanted to 
help people with diabetes  
learn how to cook and  
eat more healthily. To do this, they 
partnered with the Southeast Georgia Communities Project 
(SEGCP), an agency that serves low-income Hispanic families. 

The girls planted a community garden and distributed the 
resulting produce at no cost, recorded Spanish language 
PSAs, created a cooking show and lessons about preparing 
traditional Hispanic foods in healthier ways, and partnered with 
a University of Georgia nutritionist to write healthy recipes to 
distribute at health fairs and community events.

4

3
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Girl Scout 
Brownies in 
Mississippi 
noticed 

that their local 
park didn’t 
have a swing for 
children with 
disabilities. They had 
friends with disabilities and thought 
it wasn’t fair that they couldn’t 
play at the park. They made a 
presentation to their city council 
asking for permission to put a swing 
at the park, then used money from 
their cookie sale to buy the swing 
and install it.

Women who were  
Girl Scouts report more positive 

life outcomes than women who 
weren’t Girl Scouts. These positive  

life outcomes—which are consistent across 
age/generations, social class,  

race, and engagement in other 
extracurricular activities—include  

better sense of self, greater community 
service and civic engagement,  

and higher educational 
attainment and income.

When  
Girl Scout 
Brownies in 
Pennsylvania learned 
about the amount  
of water it took to 
make plastic bottles,  
they were shocked. 
They decided to persuade their classmates to 
use reusable water bottles.

First, they made posters about saving water 
and hung them around the school. Then they 
gave speeches to their second-grade classes 
about why they should switch to reusable water 
bottles and asked them to commit to doing 
that for one month. They then performed a skit 
about saving water at a school assembly. 

“This little project spread from the Brownies’ 
second grade classrooms to the whole school,” 
said the school principal. “We developed some 
greener initiatives in the school that are still 
going and that will definitely change how we use 
and consume water at this elementary school.”

5
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High school girls  
who take part in Girl Scouts’ 

STEM career exploration program 
are more interested in STEM, more 
aware of the importance of taking 

STEM classes, more confident  
about their STEM skills, better  

informed about STEM professions 
and more capable of critical 

thinking and resourceful 
problem solving.

Girl Scout 
Brownies 
in Texas 

spotted a problem  
in their town: A place 
with no sidewalk. 
This meant that people who were riding 
bikes, pushing strollers or using wheelchairs 
had to do so in the street. They wrote a 
letter to their city council, explaining the 
safety issue and asking the council to build 
a sidewalk. 

“Leadership can be defined in a lot of ways,” 
said the city manager, “but what the girls 
displayed here is initiative.”

The girls soon received a letter from the city 
council inviting the troop to be on  
site the day the cement was poured so that 
they could see their idea and citizenship  
in action.

“The local media saw eleven nine-year-old 
girls coming together, seeing a problem 
and seeking help to fix it,” said one of the 
Brownie volunteers. “They saw it as girl 
power. Down the road, these girls will realize 
that when you see a problem, there is a way 
to solve it.”

7
Girl Scout Juniors  
in Pennsylvania 
learned about energy  
in a fun, hands-on way. 
They had an overnight at a green building (located at a  
Girl Scout camp) and conducted hands-on projects, such 
as conducting an experiment to learn about insulation and 
building a solar car. 

Their science teacher said, “The outside knowledge the 
Girl Scouts bring into the class is really noticeable. For 
example, the girls brought in a solar-powered car that they 
made. The other kids were so excited to see that in action.”

They also did a energy audit of the historic building where 
they held their Girl Scout meetings and realized that both 
money and energy were being wasted. They made posters 
to remind people to turn off the faucet while washing their 
hands, to turn off the lights when they left a room and to 
consider carpooling. Because of what they learned, they 
also started walking and riding their bikes more often— 
a use of their own energy that also helped them develop  
a healthier, more active lifestyle. 

8
Latina girls who  

take part in the Girl Scouts’ 
leadership development 

program reported that they had 
learned skills that would help them 
do better in school, work well with 
others, exercise their leadership 

skills, and connect with 
people in their schools and 

communities.
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Welcome to the  
Daisy Flower Garden 
Daisies learn about the Girl Scout Promise and Law while exploring 
the world of gardening. They may plant a mini-garden, learn about 
composting, or find out how ladybugs help flowers. They could also 
take a field trip to a public garden or talk to a beekeeper about her work. 
The girls then plan a project to help others, such as planting vegetables 
in a community garden or flowers at a nearby hospital. Girls can earn 
three awards that recognize how they improved their community 
through their new gardening skills.

Brownie Quest 
Brownies learn how to care for themselves, their families, their  
Girl Scout sisters, and their community. They may do an activity with 
their families to chart everyone’s special talents, play games at their 
troop meetings to learn how to work together, or do a fun “clue hunting” 
activity to learn the Girl Scout Law. They then choose a project to help 
others, such as visiting a nursery school to read to younger kids or teach 
them a game, creating a school skit about healthy eating, or making a 
presentation to their city council about fixing a broken sidewalk by their 
school. Girls can earn four awards that recognize what they’ve learned 
about themselves and how they teamed up to care for others.

Agent of Change 
Juniors learn how they can change the world by exploring their own 
talents and learning about women who have made the world better. 
They might talk to an environmentalist who preserves animal habitats, 
take a field trip to a councilwoman’s office, paint a mural about women 
in history, or create a comic or TV script about a “Supergirl” who takes 
action on an issue. They then team up to become agents of change in 
their own community, perhaps by putting on a skit at school about using 
less energy or creating a sustainable “meal in a bag” solution for the 
local food bank. Girls can earn three awards that recognize what they’ve 
learned about using their own talents to help others and how they’ve 
made the world a better place.

A Deeper Dive into the Girl Scout  
Leadership Experience
The It's Your World—Change It! leadership development program helps 
girls understand how to be a leader who makes a difference in the world.
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aMAZE 
Cadettes learn to develop good relationships, navigate 
cliques, and look past stereotypes. They may create 
artwork about friendship, invite an older girl to talk  
about how to be a good friend, or organize a friendship-
themed movie screening and discussion. They then 
team up to develop a peace project, such as creating 
a friendship-skills workshop for younger girls, planning 
an annual intergenerational tea at a senior center, or 
organizing a “no gossip” day at school. Girls can earn 
three awards that recognize their new friendship skills  
and how they have passed them on to others. 

GIRLtopia 
Seniors develop their own vision of an ideal 
world for girls and learn skills to make it a reality.  
They may visit a museum exhibit about women  
in history, invite a woman to talk about how she  
helps girls through her volunteer work, or create a 
short film that shows an ideal world for girls. They  
then create their own project, such as making a 
public-service announcement to encourage girls to 
exercise and eat well or organizing a letter-writing 
campaign to support a girl-friendly, empowering TV show.  
Girls can earn one award that recognizes what they’ve done  
to create their own version of GIRLtopia in their communities.

Your Voice, Your World 
Ambassadors learn the skills needed to influence change, such as 
identifying community problems, researching issues, creating 
presentations, speaking in public, and developing social media 
campaigns. They may invite a public-relations professional to give them 
public-speaking tips, attend a weekend retreat to brainstorm what 
changes they’d like to see in the world, or talk to a lobbyist to learn how 
to advocate for change through government. They then take action on 
an issue they care about. They might make the case for more bike paths 
by presenting to their city council, create a social media campaign to 
encourage the use of reusable bags, or lobby government officials for no-
texting-while-driving laws. Girls can earn one award that recognizes what 
they’ve learned about using their voice to create change in the world.

BFF (Be a 
Friend First)  
is an evidence-
based bully 
prevention 
program  
for middle-
school girls.

The Imagine  
Your STEM  
Future 
program 
shows high  
school girls  
how STEM 
professionals  
help others.

A Deeper Dive into the Girl Scout  
Leadership Experience
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A Deeper Dive into the Girl Scout  
Leadership Experience
The It's Your Planet—Love It! leadership development program helps girls 
learn about environmental challenges and how they can address them.

Between Earth and Sky 
Daisies learn about the natural world around them and how 
to keep the Earth healthy. They may visit nature reserves, 
parks, farms, and zoos; talk to an expert (such as a biologist 
or a scientist) about ways to protect the environment; make 
origami butterflies to celebrate nature; or put on skits to 
show how to be considerate of one another and our world. 
Then they team up to do a project about what they’ve 
learned. They might plant a tree in their neighborhood, 
 create a garden for a local children’s hospital, or put on a  
play about protecting the Earth. Girls can earn three awards  
that recognize what they learned about nature and what  
they did to help the Earth.

WOW! Wonders of Water 
Brownies learn how to protect the waters of our planet.  
They may conduct a water-quality experiment, go on a field 
trip to a lake or a reservoir, or invite a water expert (such as a 
meteorologist or a marine biologist) to speak to their group. 
Then they team up to do a project based on what they’ve 
learned. They might make posters to educate others  
about saving water, ask their principal to let them do a 
presentation at a school assembly about recycling water 
bottles, or create a garden with low-water plants. Girls can 
earn four awards that recognize what they learned about  
water and how they took action to save it.

Get Moving! 
Juniors learn about various forms of energy and find out 
what it means to be energy efficient. They may take nature 
walks to observe animals using energy in their natural 
settings, interview an energy expert about waste, or conduct 
an energy audit in a community building to test its efficiency. 
Then they team up and take on an energy issue in their 
community. They might write a letter to their city council 
about lights left on at night in public buildings, launch a 
carpool campaign to help save gas, or create posters with 
energy-saving tips to put up in their school. Girls can earn 
three awards that recognize what they learned about energy 
and how they carried out a plan to save energy.

The Healthy 
Habits 
program helps 
elementary 
school girls 
learn how 
to develop a 
healthy, active 
lifestyle.

The Healthy 
Habits program 
is tied to 
Girl Scouts' 
environmental 
leadership 
development 
program. 

Girls who do 
the Healthy 
Habits 
program are 
encouraged 
to share what 
they learned 
with their 
families.
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Breathe 
Cadettes learn all about the air they breathe and how to improve its  
quality. They may take a trip to a wind farm to see how sustainable 
energy is harvested, invite an environmental scientist to talk about air-
quality control, or perform fun experiments about air. Then they team  
up on an air-quality project they care about. They might create a 
no-idling zone in their school parking lot, plant an indoor garden at a 
community center, or develop an anti-smoking social media campaign. 
Girls can earn three awards that recognize what they learned about air 
and how they improved their communities’ quality of life.

Sow What? 
Seniors learn about food—how and where it’s grown, processed,  
distributed, and consumed—and why it matters. They may take a trip  
to a fruit orchard or farm, talk to a grocery store manager about how  
she buys food and keeps it fresh, or prepare a dinner for their families  
using only locally grown ingredients. Then they team up to address a 
food or land issue they care about. They may host a farmer’s market  
at their school, create a video to inspire others to eat locally, or present  
a plan to town officials to create a community vegetable garden. Girls  
can earn one award that recognizes how they created change for a 
healthier world. 

Justice 
Ambassadors learn to identify global environmental issues and create 
their own vision for change. They may interview an environmental 
scientist to find out how she uses data, debate environmental 
controversies, or find inspirational quotes, poems, or song lyrics that 
ignite their vision for justice. Then they team up to present and share 
their vision of environmental justice. They might offer solutions for 
improving food delivery systems, fighting hunger in developing nations, 
or rediscovering healthy traditions and foods that have been lost in 
communities. Girls can earn one award that recognizes what they 
learned about environmental justice and how they developed and 
presented a possible solution to a problem.

A Deeper Dive into the Girl Scout  
Leadership Experience
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A Deeper Dive into the Girl Scout  
Leadership Experience
The It's Your Story—Tell It! leadership development program gives  
girls the chance to tell their stories in a variety of creative ways and learn 
how they can help change the world through storytelling.

5 Flowers, 4 Stories,  
3 Cheers for Animals! 
Daisies learn what animals need and how to care for them—and how  
that is similar to learning to take care of themselves. They may go on 
nature walks to observe animals and record their sounds; visit a farm, 
zoo, or shelter to see how animals are cared for; or create an animal 
sculpture using twigs, stones, and other found objects. Then they 
team up to share what they’ve learned with other people, such as their 
families and friends. They might use puppets to tell stories about caring 
for animals or draw an animal mural. They can earn three awards that 
recognize what they learned about taking care of animals and how they 
shared that information with others.

A World of Girls 
Brownies learn about girls around the world and how stories can give 
them ideas for helping others, whether in their own communities or in 
other countries. They may play games from different cultures, invite 
storytellers to talk about what they do, or draw self-portraits that reveal 
what is unique about them. Then they team up to tell their own stories 
in a creative way. They may sew a quilt, paint a mural, write a play, or 
create their own ad. Girls can earn four awards that recognize what they 
learned about the world and how they inspired others by telling their 
own stories. 

aMUSE 
Juniors become more confident by exploring the roles they play in 
their lives and trying on new ones. They may do a role-playing game, 
invite actors to talk about the characters they’ve played, or learn to 
spot stereotypes on TV, in movies, or in ads. Then they team up to 
inspire others to try on new roles. They might put on a performance 
that creatively urges an end to stereotyping, draw a graphic novel to 
share with younger girls, or start a “mix it up” day in the school cafeteria 
and have girls sit with new people. Girls can earn three awards that 
recognize how they developed the confidence to try on new roles and 
helped others do the same.
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MEdia 
Cadettes explore the media they love, including movies, TV shows, 
and music, and how to reshape negative media messages into more 
positive ones. They may invite a TV show producer to talk about what 
influences her work, organize a movie night and discuss the film’s 
messages, or write a rap song or TV script. Then they team up to do 
a project that encourages positive messages in media. They might 
rewrite a rap song that has hurtful lyrics about women, create a blog that 
reviews how movies and TV shows depict girls in a negative way, or start 
a Twitter campaign responding to stereotypes they see in all forms of 
media. Girls can earn three awards that recognize what they’ve learned 
about negative stereotypes and how they made their voices heard by 
reshaping and responding to media.

Mission: Sisterhood! 
Seniors learn about the powerful benefits of sisterhood and the ways  
to nurture healthy friendships. They may invite a women’s shelter 
counselor to talk about her work, role-play friendship scenarios to  
explore trust in relationships, or create a collage about what sisterhood 
means to them. Then they team up to focus on a sisterhood issue they  
care about. They might organize a school film club that focuses on  
positive movies about women, help younger girls expand their 
friendship circles, or host a mixer where girls can meet, share stories, 
and make connections. Girls can earn one award that recognizes what 
they learned about the power of sisterhood in their own lives and how 
they helped nurture sisterhood in the world.

BLISS: Live It! Give It! 
Ambassadors learn how to fulfill their own dreams —
and how to help others realize their dreams as well.  
They may invite an athlete to talk about how she  
pursued a competitive goal, write songs and create 
artwork about following dreams, or find and share 
stories about women who successfully pursued 
their goals. Then they use what they learned to help 
someone else follow her dream. They might assist an 
aspiring artist who wants to exhibit her work, use their 
social media skills to help a woman promote her business,  
or create a college exploration workshop for younger girls. Girls  
can earn one award that recognizes what they learned about  
reaching their goals and how they helped others fulfill their dreams.

The Imagine  
Your STEM  
Future 
program 
shows high  
school girls  
how STEM 
professionals  
help others.

A Deeper Dive into the Girl Scout  
Leadership Experience
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Call to Action
Now that you know how Girl Scouts can offer quality  
learning experiences that complement what girls learn  
in school, here’s what you can do:

1.  Reach out to your Girl Scout Council to help deliver  
more benefits to girls in your area. (To find a council  
near you, go to www.girlscouts.org/finder). Here are three 
ways you can help:

 Help mobilize volunteers. Do you work at a company 
whose employees would like to help girls succeed? 
Do you belong to a professional association or civic 
organization whose members want to share their 
knowledge with girls?

 Help build school partnerships. How can Girl Scouts 
support educators by providing quality programs on 
topics ranging from healthy living to bully prevention  
to STEM careers?

 Help fund pilots and field tests. What are new  
and innovative ways for schools and out-of-school 
providers to partner? How can we test what works  
and what doesn’t?

2. When you’re convening a group of thought leaders, bring 
Girl Scouts to the table—we know a lot about high-quality, 
experiential, girl-led and cooperative education! 

3. Spread the word! Girl Scouts can help 360 degree 
learning happen!
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What do  
you want 
most for 

girls?
Take a look at the ideas on this page, then 

write the phrases you like the best (or make up 
your own) in the bubbles on the next page.

Critical  
Thinking

Innovative 
Thinking

Persuasive 
Reasoning

Problem 
Solving

Perseverance

Your  
Choice! Empathy

Civic  
Engagement

Understanding 
Other  

Cultures

Curiosity
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This publication was made  
possible by a generous contribution  
from The Agnes Varis Trust.

Girl Scouts of the USA 
420 Fifth Avenue  
New York, NY 10018
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The State of Girls in Florida
 
This profile summarizes some of the key social, economic, and health issues affecting 
the 1,433,274 girls ages 5 to 17 living in Florida. Girls in Florida rank 35th out of 50 
states on an overall index of well-being that includes measures of girls’ physical health 
and safety, economic well-being, education, emotional health, and extracurricular 
activities.

State Rankings of Girls’ Overall Well-Being

Top States   Rank

New Hampshire       1

North Dakota      2

South Dakota      3

Massachusetts      4

Vermont        5

Florida      35

Racial/Ethnic Composition of Girls in Florida

*Non-Hispanic.

Girls Ages 5–17 in Poverty, by Race/Ethnicity 

Race/Ethnicity   Percent

All girls             24

White*              14

Hispanic/Latina             31

African American/Black*           39
 
Asian/Pacific Islander*            14

Other Race*            25

*Non-Hispanic.

Areas of Girls’ Well-Being in Florida

Area     State Rank

Physical Health and Safety              12 

Economic Well-Being              42 

Education                25 

Emotional Health              33 

Extracurricular Activities             48 

In 2012, about 28% of girls ages 5 to 17 in Florida 
were Latina, 45% were white, 0.3% were Ameri-
can Indian, 20% were African American, 3% were 
Asian, and 3% identified with other racial groups.

About 33% of girls ages 5 to 17 in Florida live in  
immigrant families,* compared with 24% of 
school-age girls nationwide.

*Children who are foreign-born or who reside with at least one foreign-born parent.

Girls Ages 5–17 in Immigrant Families (%)
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The State of Girls in Florida

July 2014, Girl Scout Research Institute The State of Girls: Unfinished Business

Girls Ages 10–17 Who Are Overweight or  
Obese (%) 

Emotional Health and Safety of Girls  
Ages 6–17 (%)

Roughly 39% of fourth-grade girls in Florida  
are proficient in reading and 27% are proficient  
in math.

In Florida, 52% of 3- to 4-year-old girls are  
enrolled in preschool.

About 79% of girls ages 6 to 17 participate in  
at least one extracurricular activity.

In Florida, about  24% of school-age girls are living 
in poverty.

About 22% of girls ages 10 to 17 are overweight  
or obese.

Roughly 10% of girls ages 6 to 17 have experienced 
neighborhood violence.

Girls Who Are Proficient or Above in 8th Grade 
Math and 4th Grade Reading (%)

School Enrollment and Extracurricular  
Activities (%) 

Data is not destiny! As the premier leadership organization for girls, Girl Scouts  
is committed to ensuring that all girls develop to their full potential. To learn more,  
visit www.girlscouts.org/stateofgirls.
Source: PRB analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau  2012 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Samples, U.S. Census Bureau 2012 Population Estimates,  
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2011-12 National Survey of Children’s Health, and U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences,  
National Center for Education Statistics, 2011 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). For information about the state-level index of girls’ well-being,  
see www.girlscouts.org/stateofgirls.

Note: ACS and NSCH estimates are based on surveys of the population and are subject to both sampling and nonsampling error.
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Background 
 

The Pelican Harbor Seabird Station will be celebrating their 35th anniversary on March 
14, 2015, at a Pelican Party event.  Mr. Christopher Boykin has requested the 
Village’s support through a sponsorship for this event. 

Fiscal / Budget Impact  

The sponsorship levels are: 

 $1,250+ 
 $500+ 
 $250+ 

Attachments  

 E-mail from Mr. Boykin 

Village Commission Meeting Date:  March 3, 2015 
  
Subject:    35th Anniversary Celebration Pelican 

Harbor Seabird Station – Request for 
Support 

  
Prepared By:   Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 
  
Sponsored By:   Staff 



From: Christopher Boykin [mailto:christopher@pelicanharbor.org]  
Sent: Monday, February 23, 2015 4:00 PM 
To: D. Coviello; Heidi Shafran 
Cc: Maria Camara 
Subject: Biscayne Park Support for Injured Native Wildlife at 35th Anniversary Celebration 
 
Hi Mayor Coviello and Village Manager Shafran, 
 
I believe I have reached out to you or the Village Clerk in prior weeks, but wanted to check in regarding 
our 35th Anniversary Celebration for the Pelican Harbor Seabird Station. 
 
Currently the village of El Portal and cities of North Miami, North Bay Village, Bay Harbor Islands and 
South Miami have joined as “Sponsors” for our Pelican Party in mid-March. 
 
Considering that the Village of Biscayne Park is a bird sanctuary  in such close proximity to us and we 
treated 48 wildlife patients from your village in 2014 (15of which were songbirds), we are hoping that 
the Biscayne Park can join the growing list of villages/cities in supporting us during this milestone 
anniversary. 
 
Here’s  the break of wildlife patients we treated from Biscayne Park in 2014 

2014 seabirds/waterbirds songbirds/other raptors mammals Reptiles total 

Biscayne Park 1 15 2 1 0 19 

 
Additionally, we have an impressive list on Honorary Host Committee members including: 

         County Clerk Harvey Ruvin 

         Commissioner Heyman 

         Commissioner Edmonson 

         North Bay Village Mayor Connie Leon-Kreps 

         North Miami Vice Mayor Carol F. Keys, Esq. 
 
Please check out our invitation below for more details on the event, as well as sponsors and host 
committee members. 
 
I hope you will consider attending and that the Village of Biscayne Park will consider a sponsorship at 
any of our five levels. 
 
 

mailto:christopher@pelicanharbor.org


 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
Thanks for your consideration, 
 
Christopher Boykin 
Executive Director 
Pelican Harbor Seabird Station 
305.751.9840 | pelicanharbor.org  
 

 
 

http://pelicanharbor.org/
http://pelicanharbor.org/events/pelican-party-2015/
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