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BACKGROUND 
 
The creation of a Roadway Improvements and Stormwater Improvements Assessment will first cover the 
cost of the master plan, then followed by the costs of the actual repairs, improvements and maintenance.  
The Master Plan will identify all areas within the Village in need of repair and improvement.  
 
At its September 9, 2014 meeting, the Village Commission authorized Staff to follow the procedures set 
forth in Florida State Statutes 197.3632 regarding the method for the levy, collection and enforcement of 
non-ad valorem assessments for roadway and stormwater improvements.     
 
At its December 2, 2014 meeting, the Village Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 2014-88 
and 2014-89 which authorized Staff to follow the procedures set forth in Florida State Statutes 197.3632 
regarding the method for the levy, collection and enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments for 
roadway and stormwater improvements.    This resolution authorized Staff to prepare all necessary Village 
Commission resolutions and ordinances and notifications within in the required time frames including 
advertising the Village’s intent to create to use the uniform method for the collection of the assessment in 
a newspaper of general circulation for four (4) consecutive weeks. 
 
At its April 7, 2015 meeting the Village Commission unanimously approved Ordinance 2015-02 at first 
reading which amended the Code of Ordinances to allow for a Road and Stormwater Drainage 
Improvement Assessment.     The second reading of the Ordinance is scheduled for the May 5, 2015 Village 
Commission meeting.   
 
Historically, the Village assessment is set at a special Commission meeting in the month of May after the 
regular meeting.     This would have allowed more discussion about the assessment before Resolutions 
2015-23 and 2015-24 were considered at a public hearing.    At the April regular meeting of the Village 
Commission, the Commission requested that Resolutions 2015-23 and 2015-24 be heard at the regular 
May Village Commission meeting.  
 

Village Commission Meeting Date: May 5, 2015  
  
Subject: Resolution 2015—23 and Resolution 2015-24 

Setting the annual assessments for Storm 
Water and Road Repairs/Improvements 

  

Prepared By: Heidi Siegel, AICP, Village Manager 
  
Sponsored By: Staff 
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BASIS OF THE ASSESSMENT 
 
The Final step in the process, Resolutions 2015-23 and 2015-24, is to set the actual assessment amount. 
 
Florida State Statutes Chapter 122D-18 requires municipalities to provide to the Department of Revenue 
“the basis of the levy and the unit of measurement against which the rate is applied to determine the 
assessment”. 
 
On June 7, 2013, the Village advertised Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 2013-05 for Civil Engineering 
Professional Services.  Of the 8 proposals for civil engineering services that were received, Craig A. Smith & 
Associates (C.A.S.) ranked the highest. The Village previously engaged with C.A.S. to oversee the 
stormwater and road repair project at NE 9th Avenue between 111th Street and 113th Street.  
 
On January 29, 2014 the Village Commission unanimously approved Resolution 2014-13 entering into a 
Professional Services Agreement with Craig A. Smith & Associates for “for professional services relating to 
all stormwater and roadway improvements” (Resolution 2014-13 Section 2).    
 
During the spring of 2014, Staff requested a proposal from C.A.S. for professional engineering services for 
the Development of a Stormwater and Roadway Master Plan.   This proposal was used during the 
Sanitation Assessment Fee discussion to illustrate potential future assessments in the Village.   The April 
18, 2014 proposal was $146,650 for a Stormwater Master Plan and $141,750 for a Roadway Master Plan.    
 
Upon approval of Resolution No. 2014-88 and 2014-89 in December 2014, Staff began to discuss the 
previous proposals with C.A.S.     The scopes of work were reviewed and cost of the proposals were 
negotiated.   As a result of these reviews and negotiations, the proposal of the Stormwater Master Plan 
was reduced to $97,750 and the proposal for the Roadway Master Plan was reduced to $102,250 (See 
Attached).     
 
C.A.S. also provided an analysis of the method in which the assessment will be determined.   Upon review 
of street frontage and parcels, it is the professional recommendation of C.A.S. that the “method of 
assessment be of a fair and equitable means, established as a utility fee and distributed equally among all 
parcels within the Village” (See Attached).   There are 1,079 parcels in the Village.  
 
The attached budgets show the method in which the Stormwater Assessment and the Roadway 
Assessment were determined.   After inclusion of the required Miami Dade County Tax Assessors fee and 
the discount for early payment of TRIM notices and division by 1,079 parcels, the amount for each parcel 
in the Village is $93.40 for the Stormwater Assessment and $97.69 for the Roadway Assessment.  (See 
Attached).   Please note that the Stormwater and Roadway Assessments do not include Village 
administrative fees. 
 
The Village made an inquiry to all municipalities in Miami-Dade County to compare the cost of the 

proposed Master Plans.   It is hard to compare the Village’s Master Plan’s needs to those of other 

municipalities due to our unique geography and the proximately of some of these cities to the ocean.     

Responses ranged from $1,000,000 for Miami Beach to $75,000 for an update in Miami Gardens.   A 

sampling of the cost of a stormwater master plan is as follows:  City of Oakland Park: $124,740; Town of  
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Golden Beach: $168,800; City of Lighthouse Point: $152,000; Village of El Portal $152,800; Town of Bal 

Harbour $136,600.  

While C.A.S. is the Village Engineer, and many cities use their City Engineer to complete their plans for 
continuity, the Village may seek alternative bids if so desired and to do a price comparison.    
 
 
VILLAGE NEEDS 
 
These assessments allow the Village to proactively, and on a long-term basis, study, improve and maintain 
the Village’s infrastructure. 
 
Most municipalities in Miami-Dade County have a stormwater fee.  These fees are either a separate 
assessment or paid through the water bill.     
 
During the first year of the assessment, a master plan should be completed.   In regards to stormwater, 
the Village lacks a Village-wide approach to stormwater management.  This creates areas of concern that 
could have costly consequences for the Village and residents.   Additionally, poor drainage deteriorates 
the Village’s roads and the edge along the median and property right-of-ways.   The master plan will allow 
the Village to properly assess the overall and comprehensive conditions of the Village and determine how 
to proceed with improvements and maintenance.    The Village is responsible for minimizing the impact of 
flo0oding and to ensure safe access to all roadways – even during major storm events.  
 
Upon completion of the Master Plan the Village will be able to position itself in the competitive grants and 
allocation arena.   Each year the Florida Legislature sets aside a certain amount of money for “water 
projects”.   It has been repeatedly conveyed to Village representative by members of the Legislature that 
the Legislature prefers to fund “shovel ready” projects as opposed to Master Plans.    
 
Currently, the Village has a small stormwater system that is generally in the area of the Recreation Center 
with minimal structures close to NE 6 Avenue.    Most of the Village drainage system is self-contained with 
a cluster of catch basins connected by a French drain or exfiltration system.    These are limited in size and 
are detached structure sets despite their proximity to each other. There does not appear to be any outfalls 
which would allow for water to move more efficiently.   
 
Within the Village of Biscayne Park there are Seventeen (17) road miles.  The Village’s roads network has 
been compromised due to infiltration of tree roots, from both the medians and residential properties and 
right-of-ways, and years of “patches”.   The completion of a Roadways Master Plan would allow the Village 
to properly prepare for future road work while maintaining our tree canopy and better utilize our CITT 
funds. 
 
While we are not aware of any quantitative study, it is generally accepted that improvements to roadways 
and drainage will improve the aesthesis of the Village and increase property curb appeal and property 
values.  
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FISCAL / BUDGET IMPACT 
 
The creation of the Roads and Stormwater Drainage Assessment will assist the Village in providing funds 
for short term and long term infrastructure improvements. 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval Resolutions 2015-23 and 2015-24.  
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

 Resolution 2015-23 

 Resolution 2015-24 

 Craig A. Smith & Associates Proposed Scope of Services and Proposed Fees 
o Development of a Stormwater Master Plan 
o Development of a Roadway Master Plan 

 Craig A. Smith & Associates Assessment Recommendation 

 Storm Water Repairs/Improvements Assessment Budget 

 Road Repairs/Improvements Assessment Budget 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-23 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 4 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,  ESTABLISHING 5 

THE STORM WATER REPAIR / 6 

IMPROVEMENTS ASSESSMENT FEE FOR 7 

THE  VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, 8 

FLORIDA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 9 

BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2015; PROVIDING 10 

FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 11 

INCLUSION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 12 

EFFECTIVE DATE.  13 
 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, Resolution 2014-89 was approved by the Commission on December 2, 16 

2014, authorizing Staff to follow the procedures set forth in Florida State Statutes 197.3632 17 

regarding the method for the levy, collection and enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments for 18 

storm water repair and improvements; and 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2015-02 was approved by the Commission on May 5, 2015, 21 

which amended the Village’s Code of Ordinances to allow for a storm water repair and 22 

improvement assessment; and, 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, the Village Administration has produced a Storm Water Improvement 25 

Assessment Budget in order to calculate the assessment; and, 26 

 27 

WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser Office requires that the Village 28 

submit its rate by June 1, 2015, in order to appear on the TRIM notices; and, 29 

 30 

WHEREAS, the assessed properties are hereby found to be specially benefitted by the 31 

provision of storm water repair and improvements, and the fee assessment is estimated to be 32 

$93.40 per parcel, based on the approved annual Storm Water Repair and Improvement budget 33 

of $98,758.00; and, 34 

 35 

 36 

 NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 37 

VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA: 38 
 39 

 40 

 Section 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 41 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof. 42 

 43 

 44 

 Section 2. The Finance Director is authorized to submit to Miami-Dade County, by 45 

June 01, 2015, the Village of Biscayne Park’s annual waste fee assessment which is estimated to 46 
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be $93.40 per parcel, based on the approved annual Storm Water Repair and Improvement 1 

budget of $98,758.00. 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 Section 3. The Finance Director is to also provide the County with the data file 6 

containing folio numbers with district information, which will be placed on the TRIM Notices 7 

and Tax Bills of the Village’s residents.  8 

  9 

 10 
 Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of ________________, 2015. 16 

       The foregoing resolution upon being 17 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 18 
 19 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 20 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___   21 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___ 22 

Attest:       Commissioner Ross: ___   23 

       Commissioner Watts: ___ 24 

 25 

_____________________________________ 26 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 27 

 28 

Approved as to form: 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

______________________________________ 33 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 34 

 35 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-24 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE 3 

COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF 4 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,  ESTABLISHING 5 

THE ROAD REPAIR / IMPROVEMENTS 6 

ASSESSMENT FEE FOR THE  VILLAGE OF 7 

BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA FOR THE FISCAL 8 

YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2015; 9 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 10 

PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION; AND 11 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  12 
 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, Resolution 2014-88 was approved by the Commission on December 2, 15 

2014, authorizing Staff to follow the procedures set forth in Florida State Statutes 197.3632 16 

regarding the method for the levy, collection and enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments for 17 

road repair and improvements; and 18 

 19 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2015-02 was approved by the Commission on May 5, 2015, 20 

which amended the Village’s Code of Ordinances to allow for a road repair and improvement 21 

assessment; and, 22 

 23 

WHEREAS, the Village Administration has produced a Road Improvement Assessment 24 

Budget in order to calculate the assessment; and, 25 

 26 

WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser Office requires that the Village 27 

submit its rate by June 1, 2015, in order to appear on the TRIM notices; and, 28 

 29 

WHEREAS, the assessed properties are hereby found to be specially benefitted by the 30 

provision of road repair and improvements, and the fee assessment is estimated to be $97.69 per 31 

parcel, based on the approved annual Road Repair and Improvement budget of $103,304.00; and, 32 

 33 

 34 

 NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 35 

VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA: 36 
 37 

 38 

 Section 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 39 

being true and correct and hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof. 40 

 41 

 42 

 Section 2. The Finance Director is authorized to submit to Miami-Dade County, by 43 

June 01, 2015, the Village of Biscayne Park’s annual waste fee assessment which is estimated to 44 

be $97.69 per parcel, based on the approved annual Road Repair and Improvement budget of 45 

$103,304.00. 46 

 47 
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 1 

 2 

 Section 3. The Finance Director is to also provide the County with the data file 3 

containing folio numbers with district information, which will be placed on the TRIM Notices 4 

and Tax Bills of the Village’s residents.  5 

  6 

 7 
 Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of ________________, 2015. 13 

       The foregoing resolution upon being 14 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 15 
 16 

_____________________________________ Mayor Coviello: ___ 17 

David Coviello, Mayor    Vice Mayor Jonas: ___   18 

       Commissioner Anderson: ___ 19 

Attest:       Commissioner Ross: ___   20 

       Commissioner Watts: ___ 21 

 22 

_____________________________________ 23 

Maria C. Camara, Village Clerk 24 

 25 

Approved as to form: 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

______________________________________ 30 

John J. Hearn, Village Attorney 31 

 32 































Manager Commission

Recomm. Approved

2015-16 2015-16

93.40$     
Revenues Explanation of Line Item

Storm Water Assessment 100,775

Disc. for Early Payment 2% of Storm Water assessment -2,016

98,758

Operating Expenses Explanation of Line Item

Contractual Services - Development of a 

Storm Water Master Plan
Craig A. Smith & Associates 97,750

Administrative Fees Miami Dade County
Estimated 1% of total Storm Water 

assessment for billing on Property Bill
1,008

98,758

98,758

 

Fiscal Year 2015-16 Budget - Village of Biscayne Park

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

TOTAL DEPT 403 Storm Water BUDGET

403 STORM WATER REPAIR / IMPV

Total Revenues Storm Water



Manager Commission

Recomm. Approved

2015-16 2015-16

97.69$     
Revenues Explanation of Line Item

Road Assessment 105,412

Disc. for Early Payment 2% of Road assessment -2,108

103,304

Operating Expenses Explanation of Line Item

Contractual Services - Development of a 

Road Master Plan
Craig A. Smith & Associates 102,250

Administrative Fees Miami Dade County
Estimated 1% of total Road assessment 

for billing on Property Bill
1,054

103,304

103,304

Fiscal Year 2015-16 Budget - Village of Biscayne Park

TOTAL DEPT 404 Road BUDGET

404 ROAD REPAIR/IMPV

Total Revenues Road

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES




