
The Village of Biscayne Park
600 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

AGENDA

WORKSHOP SWALE AREA

Log Cabin - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 7:00pm

In accordance with the provisions of F.S. Section 286.0105, should any person seek to appeal any decision made by the

Commission with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person will need to ensure that a verbatim record of

the proceedings is made; which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to participate in the

proceedings should call Village Hall at (305) 899 8000 no later than four (4) days prior to the proceeding for assistance.

DECORUM - All comments must be addressed to the Commission as a body and not to individuals. Any person making

impertinent or slanderous remarks, or who becomes boisterous while addressing the Commission, shall be barred from

further audience before the Commission by the presiding officer, unless permission to continue or again address the

commission is granted by the majority vote of the Commission members present. No clapping, applauding, heckling or verbal

outbursts in support or in opposition to a speaker or his/her remarks shall be permitted. No signs or placards shall be allowed

in the Commission Chambers. Please mute or turn off your cell phone or pager at the start of the meeting. Failure to do so

may result in being barred from the meeting.  Persons exiting the Chamber shall do so quietly.

           Indicates back up documents are provided.
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2 Roll Call

Mayor Truppman

Vice-Mayor Johnson-Sardella

Commissioner Samaria

Commissioner Tudor

Commissioner Wise

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items / Good & Welfare

5 Information / Updates

Discussion on Swale  

Call to Order

Comments from the public relating to topics that are on the agenda, or other general topics.
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6 Announcements

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 7:00pm Public Safety Advisory Board

Monday, March 4, 2019 6:30pm Planning & Zoning Advisory Board

Our next Regular Commission Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 7:00pm

7 Adjournment
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Development of Standards for Swales:  Parking, Landscape & Maintenance 

 

Goals  

1. Develop codes that maintain the function and use of the swales as the public right of way. 

2. Allow flexibility of use without creating any additional safety and liability issues for the Village 

and property owners. 

Objectives 

1. Obtain input from the work done by the Code Review Board as presented by Gage Hartung. 

2. Review and build a consensus as to the three main areas of the proposed ordinance from the 

work of the last commission:  

o Development of the swale portion of the public right of way as a parking surface and 

maintenance; 

o Regulations and enforcement of vehicles parking in the swales; 

o Landscaping and maintenance of the swales.  

 

Categories for Discussion 
 

I. Development of the Swale: Parking Standards 
 

A. Determination of Need for Development of the Swale for Parking 

a. Criteria 

1. Currently property owner has existing driveway on private property and needs 

additional visitor or residential parking. 

2. Current property owner has existing tandem driveway on private property but 

wants location to park resident or visitor vehicle when needed. . 

3. Current property owner does not have existing driveway on private property 

but does not have the lot configuration or has other issues that requires the use 

of the swale for parking.  

4. Current property owner does not have existing driveway on private property 

but prefers to park on the existing swale parking surface. (Should we allow or 

not?) 

b. Process 

 Permit process only (items 1 and 2 above) 

 Must be reviewed and comply with all affected Village Departments 

(e.g. public works, building, police, etc.) 

 Must be approved by Village Manager or his/her designee (Public Works 

Manager) so as to comply with all safety and regulatory issues. 

 Administrative variance followed by permit process (items 3 and 4 above) 

 

B. Design specification  

a. Size of swale parking surface 

 Up to forty percent (40%) of swale area of rights-of-way may be developed for 

parking. 

b. Location of swale parking surface 

 If the parcel has a front yard and a corner side yard, off-street parking spaces 

may be on either the front yard or corner side yard, but not both. 

 



c. Permitted materials 

 Concrete, pavers, brick, gravel (per section 5.6.2(f)), and cut stone or turf block 

d. Materials in relation to existing driveway design 

 Swale parking surfaces (applied for after passage of this ordinance) shall be 

constructed of the same material as the off-street parking surfaces, unless the 

off-street parking surface is asphalt, in which case another complementary 

approved material shall be used. incorporated in the design of both the off-

street and swale parking. 

 

C. Maintenance of parking surfaces 

a. Criteria for allowable repairs (less than 50% deterioration) 

b. Criteria for replacement of parking surface and/or apron (more than 50% deterioration) 

 

II. Swale Parking Regulations 
 

a. Components 

1. All vehicles parked on the swale shall meet vision clearing per code and violations 

shall be determined by the Village Manager or designee (e.g. Police, Code 

Enforcement Officer, and Public Works Manager).   

2. Storage of vehicles on the swale is not permitted. 

3. Property owners with swales contiguous to their properties have owner’s rights 

concerning swale parking abutting their property. 

4. Police/emergency vehicles, Village utility and Village staff vehicles, or municipal 

contract service vehicles may park on any of the village’s rights-of-way, including the 

swales, when performing the duties on behalf of the Village and without the 

consent of the abutting property owner. 

5. Commercial vehicles shall only be allowed to park temporarily the swale abutting 

the property owner while servicing the property owner. No commercial vehicles 

shall be allowed to park on the swale overnight.   

6. All vehicles parked in the swale shall be parked parallel to the street and on an 

approved surface.  

 

III. Development of the Swale: Landscaping and Maintenance Standards 
 

a. Components 

1. Property owners are responsible for maintaining all landscaping material in/on the 

swale area abutting their property (e.g. removal of dead trees, plants, and limbs). 

Landscaping material in the swale shall be maintained and free of debris by the 

property owner. 

2. Landscape material in the swale shall not constitute a safety hazard or limit access 

to utilities.   

3. No new plantings are permitted in the swales other than sod or other approved 

ground cover. However, the Village Administration will work with property owners 

regarding landscape solution for corner lots who demonstrate reoccurring damage 

from vehicles to the sod and rutting associated with turn radius.   






















































