
The Village of Biscayne Park
600 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161
Telephone: 305 899 8000   Facsimile:  305 891 7241

AGENDA

SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING

LOG CABIN - 640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, FL 33161

Friday, November 15, 2019 6:30 pm 

In accordance with the provisions of F.S. Section 286.0105, should any person seek to appeal any

decision made by the Commission with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person

will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made; which record includes the

testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation

to participate in the proceedings should call Village Hall at (305) 899 8000 no later than four (4) days

prior to the proceeding for assistance.

DECORUM - All comments must be addressed to the Commission as a body and not to individuals. Any

person making impertinent or slanderous remarks, or who becomes boisterous while addressing the

Commission, shall be barred from further audience before the Commission by the presiding officer,

unless permission to continue or again address the commission is granted by the majority vote of the

Commission members present. No clapping, applauding, heckling or verbal outbursts in support or in

opposition to a speaker or his/her remarks shall be permitted. No signs or placards shall be allowed in

the Commission Chambers. Please mute or turn off your cell phone or pager at the start of the meeting.

Failure to do so may result in being barred from the meeting. Persons exiting the Chamber shall do so

quietly.

1 Call to Order

2 Roll Call

Mayor Truppman

Vice-Mayor Samaria

Commissioner Tudor

3 Pledge of Allegiance

4 Public Comments Related to Agenda Items / Good & Welfare

5 New Business 

5.a Resolution # 2019-30 - Fixing TRIM Non-Compliance advertisement
AN RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE

PARK, FLORIDA, RECERTIFYING THE MILLAGE RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR

2019–2020 AS 9.700 MILS PER $1,000 OF ASSESSED VALUE; REMEDYING

COMPLIANCE IN PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX

INCREASE; RATIFYING THE ADOPTION OF BISCAYNE PARK ORDINANCE NOS.

2019-03 & 2019-04,; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, AND FOR AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.

6 Adjournment

Comments from the public relating to topics that are on the agenda, or other general topics. 
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VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                                    Item # 5.a 
  
PUBLIC HEARING ON NOVEMBER 15, 2019 

 
 TO:  Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
  Biscayne Park Village Commission 
 

 FROM: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
 
 DATE:  November 15, 2019 
 
 TITLE:       Public Hearing to Recertify Millage Rate for FY 2020 and Comply with 

the Florida Department of Revenue Letter dated October 30, 2019 
 

 
Background 
 
By letter dated October 30, 2019, the Florida Department of Revenue (“DOR”) notified 
the Village of a deficiency in the Village’s previously-published Notice of Proposed Tax 
Increase and Budget Summary.  The Village received the letter November 4, 2019. 
 
Specifically, Florida DOR determined the Village’s disclosed tax levy amount was 
understated, and the Village could remedy the defect by publishing a corrected notice 
and holding a certification hearing within fifteen days of receiving the letter. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, allows the Village to comply with DOR’s notice by (1) 
publishing a corrected Notice of Proposed Tax Increase and Budget Summary, and (2) 
holding a public hearing to recertify the millage rate. 
 
On November 13, 2019, the Village published a corrected Notice of Proposed Tax 
Increase and Budget Summary, advertising a public hearing to recertify the millage rate 
on November 15, 2019. 
 
Attachment 

 

• Letter from Florida DOR dated October 30, 2019 

• Proposed Resolution 2019-30 

• Copy of Miami Herald Advertisement with Affidavit  
 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-30 1 

 2 
AN RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION 3 
OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, 4 
RECERTIFYING THE MILLAGE RATE FOR FISCAL 5 
YEAR 2019–2020 AS 9.700 MILS PER $1,000 OF 6 
ASSESSED VALUE; REMEDYING COMPLIANCE IN 7 
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED NOTICE OF PROPOSED 8 
TAX INCREASE; RATIFYING THE ADOPTION OF 9 
BISCAYNE PARK ORDINANCE NOS. 2019-03 & 2019-10 
04,; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, 11 
AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 12 
 13 

 WHEREAS, on July 24, 2019, the Village Commission of the Village of Biscayne Park 14 

(the “Village”) unanimously passed and adopted Resolution No. 2019-18, adopting a tentative 15 

millage rate of 9.700 mils per $1,000 of assessed value for its upcoming 2019–2020 fiscal year 16 

(“FY 2020”); 17 

 WHEREAS, on September 10, 2019, the Village Commission held a public budget hearing 18 

for the first reading of Ordinance No. 2019-03 to adopt the millage rate of 9.700 mils for FY 2020; 19 

 WHEREAS, on September 10, 2019, the Village Commission also held a public hearing 20 

for the first reading of Ordinance No. 2019-04 to adopt the annual budget for FY 2020; 21 

 WHEREAS, Ordinances No. 2019-03 and 2019-04 each passed their first reading on 22 

September 10, 2019 in their respective public hearings; 23 

 WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, requires that, within 15 days after the 24 

meeting adopting the tentative budget, the taxing authority shall advertise in a newspaper of 25 

general circulation in the county its intent to finally adopt a millage rate and budget. A public 26 

hearing to finalize the budget and adopt a millage rate shall be held not less than 2 days nor more 27 

than 5 days after the day that the advertisement is first published. 28 

  29 
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 WHEREAS, on September 16, 2019, the Village published a Notice of Proposed Tax and 1 

Budget Summary in the Miami Herald, a newspaper of general circulation in Miami-Dade County;2 

  3 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 2019, the Village Commission held a second public 4 

hearing consistent with the published public notice to pass and adopt Ordinance No. 2019-03, 5 

certifying the final millage rate for FY 2020 as 9.700 mils per $1,000 of assessed value; 6 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 2019, the Village Commission also held a second public 7 

hearing consistent with the published notice to pass and adopt Ordinance No. 2019-04, adopting 8 

the Village’s annual budget for FY 2020;  9 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 2019, the Village Commission passed and adopted 10 

Ordinance No. 2019-03 on its second reading by a 4-1 vote, certifying the final millage rate for 11 

FY 2020 at 9.700 mils per $1,000 of assessed value; 12 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 2019, the Village Commission passed and adopted 13 

Ordinance No. 2019-04 on its second reading by a 4-1 vote, setting the Village’s annual budget 14 

for FY 2020; 15 

 WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Revenue notified the Village by letter dated 16 

October 30, 2019 (the “DOR Notice”) of a compliance error in the proposed tax levy calculation 17 

stated in the Village’s September 16, 2019 Notice of Proposed Tax Increase (attached hereto as 18 

Exhibit ‘A’); 19 

 WHEREAS, DOR determined that the Village’s Notice of Proposed Tax Increase under-20 

disclosed the proposed tax levy by $112,133; 21 

 WHEREAS, the Village received the DOR Notice on Monday, November 4, 2019 by 22 

postal mail; 23 
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, the Village has an opportunity 1 

to remedy the error and comply with the statute by holding an additional public hearing to re-2 

certify the millage rate for FY 2020 within fifteen (15) days of receiving the DOR Notice; 3 

 WHEREAS, on Friday, November 8, 2019, the Village Manager promptly notified the 4 

Village Commission and general public of the DOR Notice during a special commission meeting; 5 

 WHEREAS, during that special commission meeting, the Village Commission agreed to 6 

call a special commission meeting on November 15, 2019 at 6:30 pm to hold a public hearing to 7 

recertify the millage rate for FY 2020, and correct the compliance issue raised in the DOR Notice; 8 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, the Village was required to 9 

publish notice of the public hearing in a newspaper two to five days in advance of the public 10 

hearing; and 11 

 WHEREAS, on November 13, 2019, the Village published a corrected Notice of Proposed 12 

Tax Increase and Budget Summary for FY2020 in the Miami Herald as instructed by DOR 13 

(attached hereto as Exhibit ‘B’); 14 

 15 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 16 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA THAT: 17 

Section 1. Recitals. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and hereby ratified and 18 

confirmed by the Village Commission, and incorporated herein by reference. 19 

Section 2. Taxable Value. Pursuant to Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, the Village 20 

hereby announces the taxable value of real and personal property for FY 2020 is $231,201,560; 21 

and further announces that the corresponding tax levy for FY 2020 is $2,242,655. 22 
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Section 3. Ratification of Ordinance Nos. 2019-03 & 2019-04.  The Village 1 

Commission ratifies the adoption of Ordinance Nos. 2019-03 and 2019-04.  2 

Section 4. Recertification of Millage Rate.  The Village Commission recertifies the 3 

Village’s millage rate for FY 2020 at 9.700 mils per each $1,000 of assessed value, which is 5.79 4 

percent greater than the rolled-back rate of 9.1688 mils. 5 

Section 5. Annual Budget Ratified.  The Village Commission ratifies the adoption of 6 

the Village’s annual budget for FY 2020. 7 

Section 6. Finance Director.  The Finance Director must file the following documents 8 

with the Florida Department of Revenue no later than Friday, December 13, 2019 in compliance 9 

with Section 200.065, Florida Statutes: (1) a Certification of Compliance Form DR-487; (2) a full-10 

page copy of the re-advertised notices from the Miami Herald; and (3) a copy of fully-executed 11 

Resolution No. 2019-30. 12 

Section 7. Severability.  If any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of this Resolution 13 

is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the holding 14 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 15 

Section 8. Conflict.  All Resolutions, or parts of Resolutions, in conflict with this 16 

Resolution are repealed to the extent of such conflict. 17 

Section 9. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon 18 

adoption. 19 

 20 

 21 
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PASSED and ADOPTED this 15th day of November, 2019. 1 

    2 

 3 

 4 

       The foregoing resolution upon being 5 

       put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 6 

 7 

 8 

__________________________   Mayor Truppman:  9 

Tracy Truppman     Vice Mayor Samaria:  10 

       Commissioner Tudor:  11 

        12 

Attest: 13 

 14 

 15 

_____________________________________ 16 

Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 17 

 18 

 19 

Approved as to form: 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

______________________________________ 24 

Rebecca A. Rodriguez, Village Attorney 25 

 26 
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H1

NOTICE OF
PROPOSED TAX

INCREASE
THE PREVIOUS NOTICE PLACED BY

THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK

HAS BEEN DETERMINED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO BE

IN VIOLATION OF THE LAW,

NECESSITATING THIS

SECOND NOTICE.

The Village of Biscayne Park has tentatively adopted

a measure to increase its property tax levy.

Last year’s property tax levy:

A. Initially proposed tax

levy....................................................................................$ 2,111,919

B. Less tax reductions due to Value Adjustment Board

and other assessment changes ..................................... $ 17,925

C. Actual property tax levy .............................................$ 2,093,994

This year’s proposed tax levy ........................................$ 2,242,655

All concerned citizens are invited to attend a
public hearing on the tax increase to be held on:

Tuesday, November 15, 2019

6:30pm

Log Cabin

640 NE 114th Street

Biscayne Park, Florida, 33161

A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax

increase and the budget will be made at

this hearing.

BUDGET SUMMARY

Village of Biscayne Park, Florida - October 1, 2019

to September 30, 2020

THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET

EXPENDITURES OF BISCAYNE PARK, FL ARE 5.8%

MORE THAN LAST YEAR’S TOTAL OPERATING

EXPENDITURES

ESTIMATED

REVENUES:

GENERAL

FUND

SPECIAL

REVENUE

FUND

ENTERPRISE

FUND

TOTAL ALL

FUNDS

Taxes: Millage per

$1,000

Ad Valorem Taxes

9.7000

2,130,522 - - 2,130,522

Sales and Use Taxes 289,000 - - 289,000

Intergovernmental

Revenue

$ 499,574 $ 233,597 - $ 733,171

Charges for Services 167,350 - 521,385 688,735

Judgments, Fines &

Forfeitures

18,000 30,000 - 48,000

Contributions and Grants - - - -

Miscellaneous Revenues 10,000 1,000 3,410 14,410

Carryforward Surplus - 552,053 - 552,053

TOTAL SOURCES 3,114,446 816,650 524,794 4,455,891

Transfers In 91,103 24,399 - 115,502

TOTAL REVENUES,

TRANSFERS &

BALANCES

3,205,550 841,049 524,794 4,571,393

ESTIMATED

APPROPRIATIONS

General Government 807,944 - - 807,944

Public Safety 1,286,294 - - 1,286,294

Physical Environment 818,778 134,139 438,012 1,390,929

Transportation - 514,724 - 514,724

Culture and Recreation 243,941 - - 243,941

Other Uses - - - -

Other Non-Operating - - - -

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 3,156,957 648,863 438,012 4,243,832

OTHER FINANCING

USES

Transfers Out (Reserves) 48,593 192,186 86,782 327,561

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS,

TRANSFERS, RESERVES

& BALANCES

3,205,550 841,049 524,794 4,571,393

The tentative adopted and / or final budgets are on file in the office of

the above referenced taxing authority as a public record.

lied over and over again —
not just to federal agents
but also to a magistrate
judge who detained her
before trial.

When Magistrate Judge
William Matthewman
asked Zhang about her
finances during a detention
hearing in April, Zhang said
under oath that she only
had about $5,000 in her
Wells Fargo account. But
she “neglected to tell” the
judge that she wired about
$40,000 into an Interactive
Brokers account over the
past two years, according to
prosecutors Rolando Garcia
and Michael Sherwin. She
also “neglected to tell” the
judge that she had about
$8,000 in U.S. and Chinese
currency in her room at the
Colony Hotel in Palm
Beach, where she was stay-
ing while visiting Mar-a-
Lago.

When her detention hear-
ing was over, Matthewman
found she was a flight risk
but also said she was “up to
something nefarious” at
Trump’s club, which has
been a magnet for Chinese,
Russian and other foreign
business people seeking to
meet with the president.

If she is not sentenced for
more than six months,
prosecutors argued,
“Zhang’s obstructive con-
duct in lying to the magist-
rate judge essentially goes
unpunished.”

“Not only did Zhang lie
to [the magistrate judge]
but she also lied to practi-
cally everyone she encoun-
tered in the United States,”
prosecutors wrote in their
motion to boost her prison
sentence.

Prosecutors argue that
Zhang deserves up to one
and a half years in prison
for another reason: In a

A Chinese businesswo-
man convicted of bluffing
her way into President
Donald Trump’s private
Palm Beach club in a gray
evening gown on a spring
afternoon will soon learn
how long she’s going to
prison.

Yujing Zhang, arrested
for trespassing on March
30, was found guilty by a
federal jury in September of
entering a restricted area at
Mar-a-Lago and lying to
Secret Service agents about
it. 

Now, federal prosecutors
would like to send the 33-
year-old Chinese woman to
prison for one and a half
years, according to newly
filed court papers. Zhang
has already been behind
bars for about eight months,
so if a judge goes along with
that proposal she could face
another 10 months in pri-
son at her sentencing on
Nov. 22 in Fort Lauderdale
federal court.

Zhang, who fired her
federal public defenders
before trial, is representing
herself. It is likely Zhang,
who is still receiving advice
behind the scenes from the
public defender’s office,
will ask U.S. District Judge
Roy Altman to sentence her
to the time she has already
been held in detention in a
Broward County lockup.
After all, she can argue, the
federal sentencing guide-
lines for her convictions on
trespassing and lying to
federal agents call for a
prison term of zero to six
months.

But prosecutors argue
Zhang should get a longer
sentence because she has

similar case, Chinese ex-
change student Zhao Qian-
li, 20, was sentenced to one
year in prison after he
pleaded guilty in February
to one count of photograph-
ing defense installations at
the Naval Air Station in Key
West.

In September, Zhang’s
fate was sealed when a
12-person federal jury in
Fort Lauderdale found her
guilty of trespassing at
Mar-a-Lago and lying to
federal agents about why
she was at Trump’s club,
capping a bizarre trial
where the enigmatic defen-
dant’s true purpose in com-
ing to the resort was never
answered.

The jury reached verdicts
after a two-day trial in
which federal prosecutors
accused Zhang of being so
determined to enter the
posh club to meet Trump
that she lied to Secret Serv-
ice agents and Mar-a-Lago
staff, telling them she
wanted to attend a gala
event she knew had been
canceled before she left
China. The text messages
on her iPhone 7 showed
that Zhang not only had
learned the Mar-a-Lago
event on the evening of
March 30 was off, but also
that she had asked the trip
organizer for a refund,
according to trial evidence.

Zhang, who did not put
on a defense, did declare
her innocence during clos-
ing arguments, saying she
had a contract to attend a
United Nations friendship
event between the United
States and China at the
Mar-a-Lago club. “I do
think I did nothing wrong,”
said Zhang, speaking in
English. “I did no lying.”

Zhang, who says she is a
successful businesswoman

from Shanghai, has also
been under scrutiny from a
federal counterintelligence
investigation, although she
has not been charged with
spying. The secret “national
security” investigation —
reflected in government
evidence that was filed
under seal in Zhang’s tres-
passing case — never came
up at trial. That probe, delv-
ing into possible Chinese
espionage at Mar-a-Lago
and elsewhere in South
Florida, continues though
the trespassing trial is fin-
ished and Zhang’s sentenc-
ing is set for next week.

Trial evidence showed
that Zhang bluffed her way
past two security check-
points before she was al-
lowed to enter Mar-a-Lago
after 12 p.m. on March 30.
Initially, she told Secret
Service agents and club
staff that she was going to
the pool. Her last name —
one of the most common in
China — happened to
match that of a member, so
they let her in. That likely
led jurors to debate whether
she had in fact been al-
lowed on the premises and
had therefore not tres-
passed.

But when Zhang walked
into Mar-a-Lago’s ornate
lobby in a long gray evening
dress while shooting video
with her cellphone, a sharp-
eyed receptionist thought
she looked suspicious.
Zhang breezed past the
receptionist, Ariela Grumaz,
into a lounge area.

“As soon as she entered
the lobby, you could see she
was fascinated by the deco-
rations and that’s when I
realized she had never been
here before,” Grumaz testi-
fied.

Federal prosecutors
based their case on evi-

dence that Zhang knew she
had no reason to enter the
president’s club and none-
theless lied her way in.
Grumaz, the receptionist,
proved their point in her
testimony.

That afternoon at Mar-a-
Lago, Grumaz recalled, she
stopped the woman and
asked for her name. She
said Zhang was not on the
list of members or guests at
the president’s club. Zhang
showed the receptionist
something on her cellphone
indicating she was attend-
ing a United Nations
Friendship event between
China and the United States
that evening. But Grumaz
said she checked with the
catering manager and
found there was no such
event scheduled.

Zhang had in fact bought
a ticket for a Safari Night
charity gala originally on
the calendar for that eve-
ning. But the event had
been canceled a few days
before, something Zhang
was well aware of at the
time, prosecutors argued.

Secret Service agent Sa-
muel Ivanovich said he and
other agents questioned
Zhang in the Mar-a-Lago
lobby before escorting her
off the premises.

He said that when the
agents began to search
several electronic devices
inside her purse, Zhang
“became aggressive.” But
she agreed to go to the
Secret Service’s West Palm
Beach office for question-
ing, he said.

Ivanovich said Zhang
explained during the in-
terview that she made ar-
rangements for her trip to
Mar-a-Lago through a man
named “Charles,” and that
she also planned to visit
other parts of the United
States. She told him that
she knew Charles only
through their phone messa-
ging on the “We Chat”
social media app popular in
China.

The agent said he pressed
Zhang about why she ini-
tially told the Mar-a-Lago
security staff that her rea-
son for coming to the presi-

dent’s pri-
vate club was
to go to the
pool.

“She
stated that
she did not
say that,”
Ivanovich

testified.
Federal agents later

searched her iPhone and
discovered that Zhang had
received text messages
from a man named “Char-
les,” who told her that the
March 30 event had been
canceled days before she
left China. But Zhang, who
booked her own flight with
$2,000 in cash, flew from
Shanghai via Newark to
Palm Beach on March 28
anyway, according to trial
evidence.

“Zhang clearly knew that
the supposed event did not
exist based on the WeChat
conversation retrieved from
her cellphone,” prosecutors
wrote in court papers accus-
ing her of lying. “Despite
knowing that, she pur-
chased a one-way ticket
from Shanghai, China, to
Palm Beach in order to
sneak on Mar-a-Lago while
the president and family
members were in Palm
Beach.”

After Zhang’s arrest,
agents searched her hotel
room and found a bevy of
electronic devices, includ-
ing a hidden-camera detec-
tor, along with $7,600 in
U.S. currency and $600 in
Chinese currency.

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Michael Sherwin said in
court that Zhang’s demea-
nor throughout her brief
visit to Mar-a-Lago was
suspicious. 

“It shows she was not a
wandering tourist,” Sherwin
said, “who fell into this
situation by mistake.”

Trial evidence showed
that Zhang was passionate
about meeting Trump and
his family members, who
were staying at Mar-a-Lago
on the weekend of her brief
visit. On the afternoon of
March 30, however, the
president was elsewhere
playing golf.

Feds want to send intruder at
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago to prison

BY JAY WEAVER

jweaver@miamiherald.com

PALM BEACH

Zhang




















