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September 1, 2020 
Item # 10.c 
 

 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK      
Village Commission Agenda Report                               Item 10.c   
REGULAR MEETING 
 

        
 

   
 
     
 
        

TO: Honorable Mayor & Members of the Village Commission

FROM: Rox Ross, Commissioner 

DATE: September 1, 2020

TITLE: Waiver of Village Permit Fees for Solar Photovoltaic Systems 
 

 
Recommendation 
Approval of the attached resolution providing for waiver of Village permit fees in 
connection with the installation of solar photovoltaic systems. 
 
Background   
In August 2013, Biscayne Park joined Bay Harbor Islands and Surfside in an interlocal 
agreement creating the Clean Energy Coastal Corridor in accordance with Florida Statute 
163.08 Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Programs for the upfront financing of 
energy conservation and renewable energy projects.  Ygrene was designated to act as 
the administrator for that PACE Program.  These home improvement projects include 
conservation by retiring old units for new energy efficient HVAC’s, and also provide 
hurricane mitigation with shutters, high-impact doors and windows and wind-resistant 
roofing.   
But, permit applications for solar system installations are very infrequent.  To provide an 
incentive for renewable energy, the attached resolution propose that the Village waive its 
permit fees in connection with solar photovoltaic systems. 
 
Resource Impact 
When first proposed in 2018, the Building Department ran numbers for a hypothetical 
$15,000 solar panel installation that would result in permit fees of approximately $420 to 
the Village ($67 to the County). 
 

Attachment 
Resolution 2020-44 
Coral Gables Step Into Solar literature 
 
 

Prepared by: Rox Ross  
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                RESOLUTION NO. 2020-44 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, 

SUPPORTING RENEWABLE ENERGY INSTALLATIONS 

AND WAIVING VILLAGE PERMIT FEES FOR SUCH 

INSTALLATIONS FOR A PERIOD FOR A PERIOD OF 

ONE (1) YEAR; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
  
 WHEREAS, Florida Statutes provide that municipalities shall have the governmental, 
corporate, and proprietary powers to enable them to conduct municipal government, perform 
municipal functions, and render municipal service, and exercise any power for municipal purposes, 
except when expressly prohibited by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in August 2013, the Village of Biscayne Park joined the Towns of Bay 
Harbor Islands and Surfside in creating the Clean Energy Coastal Corridor, a Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (PACE) Program, to provide upfront financing for Qualifying Improvements, 
pursuant to Florida Statute § 163.08; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these home improvement projects include energy conservation by retiring 
old units for new energy efficient HVAC’s, and hurricane mitigation improvements with shutters, 
high-impact doors and windows and wind-resistant roofing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a primary motivation for entering the Clean Energy Coastal Corridor, was to 
expand the use of renewable energy in the community, and that result has yet to be realized; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park considers it in the interests of its residents to 
support the use of renewable energy such solar power, and wishes to provide an incentive by 
waiving Village building permit fees for renewable energy home improvement projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Biscayne Park’s Code of Ordinances, as amended on October 
7, 2014 (Ord. 2014-8), provides that all administrative and user fees are addressed by resolution 
and kept by the Village Clerk in one central location at the Master Fee Schedule. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, THAT: 
 

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are true and correct and hereby ratified 
and confirmed by the Village Commission. 

 
Section 2. Village Commission of the Village of Biscayne Park authorizes the waiver 

of Village building permit fees related to renewable energy installations for a period of one (1) 
year, subject to renewal by further resolution of the Commission. 

 
Section 3. This fee waiver shall be incorporated into the Master Fee Schedule and 

promoted in communications to Village property owners. 
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Section 4. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase herein is held to be 
invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

 
Section 5. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon 

its adoption. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of September, 2020. 
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by __________________________, who moved its 

adoption.  The motion was seconded by __________________________, and upon being put to a 
vote the vote was as follows: 

 
Virginia O’Halpin, Mayor     _____ 
Macdonald Kennedy, Vice Mayor   _____ 
Daniel Samaria, Commissioner   _____ 
Roxanna Ross, Commissioner   _____ 
William Tudor, Commissioner   _____ 
 
VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK 
 
 
       
Virginia O’Halpin, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Roseann Prado, Village Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY FOR THE 
USE AND RELIANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK ONLY:  
 
 
       
John R. Herin, Jr., Interim Village Attorney 

 



  Step Into Solar!
Step 1 Preliminary Self Assessment

	 	The	Preliminary	Self	Assessment	will	determine	the	homeowner’s	objectives	for	the	
Photovoltaic	(PV)	system:

 o  Perform an energy audit and learn about your energy usage  
(energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits).	

	 o	 	Determine	if	opportunities	exist	for	energy	conservation	or	energy	efficiency	and	
implement	them	(energy.gov/energysaver/energy-saver).	

 o  Determine how much you would like to decrease your electric bill or how much clean 
energy	you	would	like	to	generate	with	a	PV	system.	Use	the	Florida	Solar	Energy	Center	
website	to	assist	(fsec.ucf.edu/en/consumer/solar_electricity).	

	 o	 Determine	your	budget	and	research	potential	incentives	and	rebates.

	 	 •	 Database	of	State	Incentives	for	Renewables	&	Efficiency®	(dsireusa.org).

	 	 •	 Coral	Gables	Property	Assessed	Clean	Energy	(PACE)	Program	 
	 	 	 (coralgables.com/sustainability).	 

Step 2 Choose	a	Contractor
	 When	choosing	a	contractor,	focus	on:

	 o	 	Experience	in	installing	grid-connected	PV	or	grid-independent	(stand-alone)	systems.	

 o Proper state and county licensing and insurance.

 o  A proposal should contain cost of system, components, scope of work, performance 
expectations,	schedule,	maintenance	requirements	and	warranty. 

Step 3 Site Assessment
	 	Site	Assessment	is	usually	done	by	a	contractor	for	a	proposal:	

	 o	 Verify	customer	needs	and	expectations.

	 o	 Determine	solar	equipment	size	and	type,	address	any	obstructions.	

	 o	 	Determine	array	location	with	adequate	area,	tilt	and	azimuth,	ground	or	roof.

	 o	 	Determine	the	roof	type,	age,	condition,	and	type	of	supporting	structure	for	a	roof	mount	
system.

	 o	 	Verify	the	electric	system,	ratings	and	yearly	kWh	usage.

	 o	 	Determine	PV	system	component	locations,	and	connect/disconnect	locations. 

Step 4 Sign	Contract	with	Contractor

Solar!

http://energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits
http://energy.gov/energysaver/energy-saver
http://fsec.ucf.edu/en/consumer/solar_electricity/
http://dsireusa.org
http://coralgables.com/sustainability


Step 5 Obtain	Permits	from	City
	 	Your	contractor	is	responsible	for	getting	the	necessary	building	permits	needed	for	

your	installation.	Permitting	time	and	procedures	may	vary	depending	upon	the	size	and	
complexity	of	the	system.	The	process	involves	review	by	the	Coral	Gables	Board	of	Architects	
plus	plan	reviews	and	site	inspections	by	the	Building	Division.		City	permit	fees	are	waived	
for	solar	panel	installations.	 

Step 6 Install	the	PV	system
	 	Once	permits	are	issued,	and	panels	and	other	system	components	(racks,	inverters,	

etc.)	have	been	delivered,	your	contractor	will	commence	with	installation	of	the	system.	
Remember	that	a	building	inspector	will	come	and	inspect	the	installation	at	different	stages	
of	completion. 

Step 7 Get	Connected
	 	Complete	the	FPL	Net	metering	agreement	(Rule	25-6.065).	FPL	will	install	a	smart	meter	

and	let	you	know	when	you	can	turn	on	your	system.	This	meter	will	measure	the	difference	
between the energy used by your household and the energy that your solar system has 
produced. 

Step 8 Enjoy
	 	Enjoy	being	an	environmental	steward	by	reducing	your	carbon	footprint.	Also,	enjoy	paying	

your electricity company less money each month.

Feel	free	to	review	Miami-Dade’s	Solar	System	Guidelines,	Disclosure	Form,	and	Roof	Permit	Forms	at: 
miamidade.gov/permits/forms-checklists.asp

Visit	coralgables.com/sustainability	for	additional	information	on	Sustainable	Coral	Gables.

Coral Gables Public Works • 2800 S.W. 72nd Avenue • Miami, FL 33155 • 305 460-5008

Jim Cason, Mayor
Frank C. Quesada, Vice Mayor
Patricia Keon, Commissioner
Vince Lago, Commissioner 
Jeannett Slesnick, Commissioner

Cathy Swanson-Rivenbark, City Manager
Craig E. Leen, City Attorney
Walter J. Foeman, City Clerk

Visit us online: www.coralgables.com

http://www.miamidade.gov/permits/forms-checklists.asp
http://coralgables.com/sustainability
http://www.coralgables.com


Ygrene Surpasses $1 Billion in Florida PACE Investment

Ygrene Surpasses $1 Billion in FL PACE Investment

Ygrene Energy Fund is proud to announce that it has surpassed $1 billion of
investment via PACE financing in the state of Florida. Along with the Green
Corridor District and the hundreds of participating cities and counties, Ygrene
has provided an affordable option for tens of thousands of families and small
business owners across the state make hurricane resistant, energy efficient,
and renewable energy improvements to their homes and businesses.

PACE financing is a proven tool that helps combat the impacts and costs of
natural disasters while creating jobs and providing positive economic impacts.
 PACE is helping boost local and state economies, which is more important now
than ever. In fact, PACE projects financed by Ygrene across Florida have
created more than 25,000 jobs and provided more than $2.4 Billion in local
economic stimulus. PACE is also estimated to save property owners more than
$1.4 billion on their insurance premiums over the next 20 years. Ygrene and
PACE are also playing a crucial role protecting Florida’s environment by
reducing CO2 emissions by more than 640,000 metric tons, which is the
equivalent to taking more than 138,000 cars off the road for a year.

Ygrene thanks the thousands of partners and stakeholders across the state
who, over the past ten years, have believed in PACE and its power to protect
the environment while creating much needed economic opportunities. We are
grateful for the many partnerships that made this achievement possible and
look forward to continuing the critical work needed to advance natural disaster
and climate resiliency solutions while helping stimulate local economic
development. 

Impact Metrics Since Program Inception

Access Ygrene's helpful resources online: visit our blog!

Connect with us:

Ygrene Energy Fund <government.relations@ygrene.com>
Wed 7/1/2020 8:03 AM

To:Roxanna Ross <rross@biscayneparkfl.gov>;

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQ4QvCdSzQQNdipLxQIfKD2w7h6hizNlsnVwg5VPS5su6FOhqBMKUMpIfF1CiIRqzYqgba42zTSg930227L7JGmkyiDVeyvi-tQsRxe6Si3s6VxlzB4TEC1CKshMHnyVccev1MpxnMc5GFr87Msq0r6kVNJ5NNWmXqZJDmNqm1qVzM8qY99S7lKe2yQhO9L3GxsQjO0yTlRigzSWMkAOsg==&c=Z9R1rxOpO3BzlgSJIOyO-xI6e5yJMG3dtjwTERS82MDez8tmFDTOlQ==&ch=Vc9W-Q0bG3-8U2t_KwlEpgyrvPKc9iEU8r2UA42RmA31J4fGYTVINw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQ4QvCdSzQQNdipLxQIfKD2w7h6hizNlsnVwg5VPS5su6FOhqBMKUNAwz-YshPe2-vQJQz0-MrWt5b5iDDC_DGzvRsFKa1EHIwWBtWLOfaT1BSBqsT2Kc_si5sO4s_TOy-t9ywfYbpaqv2Q19p-UhQ==&c=Z9R1rxOpO3BzlgSJIOyO-xI6e5yJMG3dtjwTERS82MDez8tmFDTOlQ==&ch=Vc9W-Q0bG3-8U2t_KwlEpgyrvPKc9iEU8r2UA42RmA31J4fGYTVINw==
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Ygrene Energy Fund | 2100 S. McDowell Blvd Ext., Petaluma, CA 94954

Unsubscribe rross@biscayneparkfl.gov

Update Profile | About Constant Contact

Sent by government.relations@ygrene.com

mailto:government.relations@ygrene.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQ4QvCdSzQQNdipLxQIfKD2w7h6hizNlsnVwg5VPS5su6FOhqBMKUMpIfF1CiIRqwd7d-mLaBDdIhUNdZ5Vte1-igN7TqETSdRer0sotOl4AWOJ_TbrT4eH2x2dvvKsiBetqNgqitecuFyUrgc6Hb5VkTRdcay7PF3BZ1GTt8cY=&c=Z9R1rxOpO3BzlgSJIOyO-xI6e5yJMG3dtjwTERS82MDez8tmFDTOlQ==&ch=Vc9W-Q0bG3-8U2t_KwlEpgyrvPKc9iEU8r2UA42RmA31J4fGYTVINw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQ4QvCdSzQQNdipLxQIfKD2w7h6hizNlsnVwg5VPS5su6FOhqBMKUNAwz-YshPe2FrZsFhIsnl4EnjRY6Lmf5GjVMjs7l0KjSeJuC7GRCLRcI6uEJreUNUXdDkGootgQOfTWkZKuzsOtnESZtdZMXVm-8eAudwoy27mIsCYpapY=&c=Z9R1rxOpO3BzlgSJIOyO-xI6e5yJMG3dtjwTERS82MDez8tmFDTOlQ==&ch=Vc9W-Q0bG3-8U2t_KwlEpgyrvPKc9iEU8r2UA42RmA31J4fGYTVINw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQ4QvCdSzQQNdipLxQIfKD2w7h6hizNlsnVwg5VPS5su6FOhqBMKUI-zGbox5liuGX7Ng3oLsLvY-F8-Ncb9LxbidAJKlxZbrhapQdmNNJvARCPFOLdvjDV3B4KWU6JNtGcgdranrqlgDXKaZF1MXxF491T2T3Qo&c=Z9R1rxOpO3BzlgSJIOyO-xI6e5yJMG3dtjwTERS82MDez8tmFDTOlQ==&ch=Vc9W-Q0bG3-8U2t_KwlEpgyrvPKc9iEU8r2UA42RmA31J4fGYTVINw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PQ4QvCdSzQQNdipLxQIfKD2w7h6hizNlsnVwg5VPS5su6FOhqBMKUPI6XUqx61e3jW_A-Q0t52gb-eAIK8hRwZZYC1acNyUFEbS_JhelfMbVdDWrFt_UPfQ_WhEEyIQdI1eND9BdU-s3PejwndK1FJdldw9dae-pAYOdSbOjeLRTVFclTClf3w==&c=Z9R1rxOpO3BzlgSJIOyO-xI6e5yJMG3dtjwTERS82MDez8tmFDTOlQ==&ch=Vc9W-Q0bG3-8U2t_KwlEpgyrvPKc9iEU8r2UA42RmA31J4fGYTVINw==
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001nyjeUU47tICqlRPO4j41OQ%3D&ch=99f359b0-e147-11e8-bf96-d4ae529a8250&ca=992683cf-6f85-477e-9ece-4b86aab77c40
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001nyjeUU47tICqlRPO4j41OQ%3D&ch=99f359b0-e147-11e8-bf96-d4ae529a8250&ca=992683cf-6f85-477e-9ece-4b86aab77c40
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:government.relations@ygrene.com




Biscayne Park # Applications
# Projects 
Completed 

$ Total 
Invested

223 81 $2,215,862

Types of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 
Count

Energy 
Efficient

Hurricane 
Protection

Renewable 
Energy Other

105 25 66 4 10

Estimated 
Lifetime Solar 
Power 
Capacity 
Installed (MW)

Estimated 
Lifetime Total 
Electricity 
Saved (kWh)

Estimated 
Lifetime Total 
Natural Gas 
Saved (ccf)

Estimated 
Lifetime Total 
Utility Bill 
Savings ($)

Estimated 
Lifetime Total 
Carbon Abated 
(metric tons)

Estimated Job 
Years Added

Estimated 
Augmented 
Gross 
Economic 
Output ($)

Estimated 
Avoided 
Disaster Losses 
($)

Estimated 
Avoided 
Disaster Losses 
Relocation 
Costs ($)

Hurricane 
Protection 
Project Count

Estimated 
Adjusted 
Lifetime 
Insurance 
Savings ($)

0.02 2,103,342 22,818 $284,934 1,249 57 $5,517,495 $2,557,691 $667,224 56 $3,097,623


